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COViRHMIlIT dF liNOAL. 


OOVERNOB OF BENGAL. 

His Excellenry Colout*! i\w Uight Hou’hlt) Sir Fkancis Stani.ky 
Jacksok, P.C., G.C.I.R. 

MEMBKllS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. M\kii, r.i.K., i.c.s., in charge of the following 
portfolios: — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate lleveoue, 

3. (’ominerro uitd ImIuHtrial Buhjeots. 

4. Marine. 

o Kuropcan K»luration. 

G. I/«'ifi»Iative. 

TIh' Ifun’hlf Sir l‘i:n\ \sh (’jiimh.k Mirim, m., ( i K., in » hiirg«> of 

tlio fol jr)w |«ir( foljoM • - 

1. Land He venue. 

2 I^arni A ft jiu Hit ion. 

3. Kx«lud*'<l Arean. 

4. JaiU. 

The Hon’ble .Vlhadj Sir Am»ki.kk«im (Iiii’znavj, ki., in charge of 
the following jiortfolio^ >- 

1. Emigration. 

2, Immigration, 
d. Ittnediciioo. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

. 5. Forests. 

6. Irrigation. 



4 


OOVEENMENT OF BENGAL. 


Tie Hon'bJe Mr. W. 1). K. I'ltBrncK, c.i.B., i.c.s,, in charge of the 

/oUoviag poiifolioB : — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Eccleaiaetical. 

6. Hcgulafion of inedioa) and other professional qualification! 

and itandardi, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Jjegislature. 

(1. JndietaL 

7. nauaribagh Reformatory School. 


MINISTERS. 

The llon'Ue Khan Hahadur K. (i M. F.MtuQr). in charge of the 
following portfolios: — 

1. Agricullure and Industries (excluding Excise). 

2. Public Works. 


The Ibm'hle Mr. Kiiw u.\ .\ v/iMroni.v, t.i.F , in charge of the follow 
ing portfolios:— 

1. Education. 

2. iiegistrulioQ. 


The Hon ‘hie Mr. Buoy Pr^sao Sixgh Roy. iu charge of the ffdiowtng 
portfolios ; — 

1. Ixical Self-OoTenunent, 

2. Bxoiea. 



QOYEmumr of benoal. 
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JPEINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATITB 
COUNCIL. 

Peksioeitt. 

The ilou’hle Kuja Sir Xuh Hi\ ('ti ii uiirHi, kt., of 

Stotoeh. 

Dkpittt pERSipEirr. 

Mr. H\hm\n Kh\\, 


of Chairmon for ttio Thirty-iixth foition. 

1 . Mr. W. L. IiiAVfciis, r.i.K., o.ii.e. 

2 . Mr. A. F. Kahmak. 

3. Mr. U. C. Cii.iTTKRJKK, llar.-at'I/Mw. 

4. Rai Bahiuhir KKSiiMi Ciiam»b^ IUnksji. 


Sotretar)’ to thi* (’ounnl — . U,^KTrKT, i.f .s. 

AnAiAiant Swretiirien tct Ih** Touncil — .A. M. Ill u and K. N. 

Kajitmoai. 


Re^fttmr to the Council — »I. AA'. McKay, i.».o. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


A 

Ali, Maulvi Hassan. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nauaher. [Jeaaore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Boj^ra (Muhammadan).] 

B 

Bakah, Maulvi Shaik llahim. [Roophly cum Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Bakah, Maulvi Syed Majid. (JeHaore Xc>rt»h (Muhammuduu). ] 

Bal, Babu lialit Kumar. fBakarj^anj South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bal, Mr. Sarat riuindni. [ I'aridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ballabh, Rai Bahadur lhdM*ndni Nnlh. j ‘..M-lhirijiinajj llurul North 
(Ntm-Muhummudan). ] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parj^niiH Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banorji, Rai Bahadur KuMhab ('hiindra. | I)a< ra Rural (Non-Mubam* 
madan ) . ] 

Bannerjee, Buhu Jitendralul. [Birbhuin (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Barma, Uai Sahib Panchanan, m.b.k. fRiinjri>ur Wc*it <Non-Muham* 
madan). ] 

Baair rddin, Maulvi MohamnuMl. (Rajahahi North (Muhammadan).] 
Ba«u, Babu Jatindra Nath, ((bibutta Xfirtli < Non-Muhammadan).] 
Basu, Mr. Narendra Kumar. (Nadia (Noii-Muhammadun). ] 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. (Nominated Official ) 

Bose, Mr. S. M., Bar.-at-Lnw. j Calcutta Eaiit (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bural, Babu Ookul (^hand. [('abuitta South Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Bum, Mr. R. H. (Benf^al Chamber of Commerce.) 


C 

Chatterjee, Mr. B. C.. Bar.-at-I..aw. [Bakar^unj North (Non-Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kiahori Mohan. [Hajaliuhi (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Dr. Jogendra (’handra. (Bogra rum Pahna (Non-Mubam- 
niadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimtixsamari. (Faridpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Rafixur Rahman. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Chaudhuri, Muulvi Syeil 0»mau Haider. [Tippers North 
(Mtihammadan).] 

Choudlmry, Maulvi Xural Abnar. [Chittagont^ North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmed. [Chittaffongf South (Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, b.l. [Dacca West Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 

Clark, Mr. I. A. (Indian Mining? Association.) 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Coppin^rcr, Major Geiionil \V. V., cm.k., ik.s.o.. m.d., F.R.r.s.i., i.il.s. 
(Norniiiuted Gftiriul.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. (Indian Juto Mills Association.) 

D 

Dain, Mr. 0. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Das, Hubu Satyendra Kumar. [Dacca (^ity (Non-Miihnmmadun). j 

Das, llai Bahadur Karnini Kumar, m.h.k. [Chittagong (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dash, Mr. A. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Uui Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. [Calcutta (Vntral (Non-Muham- 
madnn). | 


E 

EasHon, Mr. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Uahiiian Khun. [Mymensingh South-West 
(Muhammadan).] 


F 

Farwiui, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. [Minister.] [Tippem 
Koutli (Muhammadan).] 

Fawcus, Mr. I.. R. <^N4>niinated Official.) 

Faalullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [Nnakhali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (Euro^rean).] 

0 

Gangali. Bui Bahadur Susil Kumar. (Nominated Official.) 

Chose, Dr. Amulya Ratan. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chose, Uai Bahadur Sanonka Ooiiiar, c.i.k. (Dacca University.) 
Ghuanavi. the Hon'ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkarim, kt. (Member, Execntivt 
Council.) 

Cilcbrist. Mr, R. N. <Numiitat(Ml Official.^ 

Coanka, liai Bahadur Badridas, c.i.e. (Bengal Marwart Aseociatioa,) 
Oordon, Mr. A. D. (Indian Tea Association.) 
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ALPHABETICAL UST OF MEMBKHS. 

Ittku. B»bB PitrfuUa Kumar. [a4-ParganB.i Municipal North (Nob- 

Muhammadan). ] 

Juba, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non^^ffirial.) 

Mr. J. N.» c.i.e., m.b.k. [Baiikura We.st (Xon-Muhammadau).] 
i^WTier, Mr. C. W. (Nominated Official.) 

H 

lakim, Maulvi Ahdul. [Myinen^sintrh (Vutrul (Muhauuimdan). ] 
Ia<)ue, Khan Bahadur Maulvi AkikuI. [Nadia (.Muhaitntiudan). | 
laahemy^ Maulvi Syed Jalnliiddiii. [Khulna (^Muhatniiuiduu). ] 

Toque, KaEi Kindadul. ( Kungpur Ka-^t (Muhammadan).] 

Tosain, Nawab Mu^^harruf, Khan Bahadur, [Mulda rum Jalpaijjj^uri 
(Muhammadan). ] 

loAMaiu, Maulvi Muhammad. [ Bukarg’unj North (Muhammadan), j 
luq, Khan Sahib Maulvi Bazlul. [Nmikhali Kant (Muhammadan).] 
fuq, Mr. A. K. Fail-ul. | Btikarg’itnj West (Muhammadan).] 
lufwmin. Maulvi T*alafat (NominatiMl Non-olfirial.) 
lutchin^'^N, Mr, H. H. »Nominiiled OfHriul.» 

K 

i.arim, Maulvi Abdul. | Burdwnn Divinion S»»uth (Muhammadan).] 
^aiM*m, Maulvi Abul [ Burdwan Division North ( Mtthninmadan). ] 
Lhan, Khan Sahih Maulvi Muazraim .\li. [ I^abna (Muhammadan).] 

[han, Maulvi Tamiruddin. [Furidptir South (Muhammadan). ] 

Khan, Mr. UaEaur Bahman, ii.l. [ I facia Kant Hiirul (Muham* 
madan). ] 


L 

al Muhammad, Haji. [ Rajithahi South (Muhammadan).] 

>aw, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Bengal National (chamber of Commerce.) 
uke, Mr. N. R. (Indian .lute Mill* AaMmdalion. ) 

M 

[aguire, Mr. L. T. (Aiifirio-Indian.) 

[aiti, Mr. R. fMidoapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

[arr, the Hon’ble Mr. A., (M.e. (Memlier, Kxeiuti^^e Council.) 
[oCluakia, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

’iller, Mr. C. (\ (Benfral Chamlier of ('ommerce.) 
ittra, Babu Sarat ("handra. [24-ParganoH Rural Central (Non- 
MnjiAmiiuidaB).] 


Dsfoiiy Prwkfent, L&gMuiv Cotmca. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBEB8. 


Hitter, the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder, kt., c.i.b. • (Member, 
Executive Council.) 

Hookerjee, Mr. Syamaprosad, Bar.-at-Law. (Calcutta Univeraity.) 

Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satish Chandra. [Hooghly Rural (Non- 
Mubflinmudaii).] 

Mukho[)adhuya, Ilai Sahil) Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South-East 
(Non-Muhummadan ) . ] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behurv. (Nominated Non-oflficial.) 

N 

Nag, Bahu S«k l>al. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Naff, Mr. K. .M.n.f:. (Nominated (HHcial.i 

Naff, Itevorend B. A. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Nandy, Maharaja Sria Chandra, of KuHsimhazar. (Bengal National 
Chamber of (^ommorce.) 

Nuzimuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, c.i.e. [Minister.] [Bakar- 
ffanj South (Muhammadan).] 

Norton, Mr. 11. H (Calcutta Trades Association.) 


0 

Ormond, Mr. K. (\ [ Bre.H'dcncy and Burdwan (Euiopeaii).] 

P 

l*liil|M»t, Mr. II. C. V. (Nominated (Bro ial.^ 

Poddar, Mr. Anandu Mohan. (Heiifful Mahajan Sabbu.) 

Poddar, Seth Ilunuman Prosad. [(’alcutta We.st (Non-Mubummudan).] 
Prentice, the Hon’ble Mr. W. I). R., c.i.e. (Member, Executive 

Council.) 

R 

Raheem, Mr. A., c.i.e. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. [Mymensinffh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. [Rangjuir West (Muhammadan).) 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [XM-Purffunas Rural (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. [ Jnlpaiffuri (Non-Mubaminadnn).] 

Rai Mabasai, Munindra Deb. [Hooghly Municipal (Nod- 
Muhatumadan).] 

Ray, Bnbu Kbetter Moban. [Tipja^ra ( Nou-Muhamnitidan).] 

Hay, Btibti Nugendra Narayan, n.n. [Rangpur East ( Non -Muham- 
madan).] 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


II 


Bty, Kumar Shib Sbekharoswar. tRajshahi I«aiulh(»bi«»rH.^ 

Bay, Maharaja Jafradish Nath, of Dinajpur, [Diuajpur (Noa- 
Muhammadan).] 

Bay, Mr. Shanti Shekharenwar. m,a. fMahIa <N(in>Muhammadan).] 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr, K. C. (Ntmnnated Non-ofliciaL) 

•Ray Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath, kt., of 
San tosh. (Dacca liandholders.) 

Ray Chowdhury, Bnbu Satish Chandra. [M^’uienHingh EaH (Non* 
Muhammadan). ] 

Reid, Mr. R. N., cj.k. (Nominated tM!icial/> 

Rout, Babii IIoMcni. (Midnapore North (Non -Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Hariban.sa. (Howrah Rural (N(»n-Muhammndan) .] 

Roy, Bttbu .Titendra Nath. f.le««orc North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Satycmlra Nath. [ ‘..M-lhirpimi,^ Municifial South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. 1). N., Bar-at-I>aw. fJesAore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. SailcHwnr Sinph. [Burdwnn North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. ( iVcnidtuirv l^indholdcru.) 

Ro}'. (he Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy l‘r:iHju( Sinpb. (Mini^tei.) (liurdwan 
South ( Non-Muhamniiiilan ) ] 

Roy ('hoxnihuri, Babu Hem Chaiulni. [Noakhuli (N<m-Muhanima- 
dan),] 


S 


Saadtitullah, Maiihi Muhammad. [24-BntpHnaii Municipul (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sahana, Bahu Sat\a Kinkur. [ Hankuru Ka»( (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Salaiiddin, Mr. Khwaja. |1)a< (’a (’ity ( Muhanmnidan ). ] 

Satnad, Muulvj Abdmi. (Murnhidabad (Muhammadan).] 

Sarkar, Sir Jadunath, hT . c.i.k. (Nomimited Non-oiiicial.) 

Sarkcr, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-oflicial.) 

Sen Hupta, Dr. Narcnh Cliamlra. f M> incri«unph Went (N»m- 
Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Rai Sahib AUnhoy Kumar. [ Faridpur North ( Non-Miibtimmadnn). J 
Shah, Maulvi .\bdul Hamid. [Mynienhinph Ka«l (Muhammadan).] 
Sinpha, Mr. Ariin Chandra. (Chitiaponp l 4 indhrddera.) 

Sinph, Srijut Taj Bahadur. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhu]tendnt Narayun, of Na»hij»ur. (Burdwan 
l^ndbolderit.) 

Sircar, Dr. Sir Nilratan, kt., m.d. [Calcutta South (Non- 
Muhamruadan).] 

Smith, Mr. R. (Benpal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrarkjmre Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 


Preicidenl of the fk^rijpat Coitoril. 
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ALPHAfiFilCAL LIST OF MEMBEUS. 


Stapleton, Mr. H. E. (Nominated Official.) 

Stronach, Mr. K F. 0. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 
Suhrawardy, Mr. 11 . S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 
Sumner, Mr. C. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L., <m.k. fExf)ert, Nominated.) 


T 

ThompHon, Mr. \V. II. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Travers, Mr. W. L., (M.e., o.b.k. [ItajBhahi (European).! 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(OfHoiil R«port of Hit Thirty-tiKtli itsiioii.) 

Voliime XXXVI-^No. ^ 

P r o p ttd l ngi of tN Bongol Logitlalivo Coiinoll atnwi iiod imdor tiio 
provitiofis of ttio Cow om mo n t of Indii Aot 

Thk Council met in tlie Council Chamlicr in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 2‘lrd Febniaiy, at \ p.in. 


Mr. President \iho lIon*l)le Raja Sir Manm^tiu Nath lUf 
CiiAUDiiriu, KT.f of Sautosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ide Members 
of the Kxcciitivc Council, the three Hon'Mc MinintciH. anil ft!) iiotiiinated 
and elected men»lier!>i. 


ttorrod Quostiofis 

(to which onl antw o ri wore glvio). 

Ligil Bar to Piotriot Ooiart ptoaion* oarnfing on tratfa or bm i n oa a . 

•SO. Manivi OYED MAdID BAKOH: ut) K the Ifon’Mc MjMibor 
in charjft^ of the Judicial I)e|wirtment aware that there »« a legal Uir 
ic the District (*onrt pleaders being engaged in any other Iwsineew in 
addition to their ordinary legal ananitioiiy 

fb) Is there any such restriction in the <*ase of advocates^ 

(c) If there are no such restrictions in the caee of advocaUs, wiR 
the Hon'ble Member be [>len«e<l to state the reason for this differential 
treatmeiit ? 

(d) Are the Gorernflaent considering the deeirmhility (*i iwwcnrtng 
this reetriction at an early date, if necessary, by legislation f 
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QUESTIONS. 


[23ji,) Fkd., 


MCMIER In oliarg* of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Honlilt Mr. 
W. D. R. PltntlOi): (a) Under the rule framed by the High Court under 
section 6 of the I^egul Practitioners Act, any pleader who shall enter 
into any trade or business shall give notice thereof to the High Court, 
who may suspend such pleiider from practice or pass such orders as the 
Court thinks fit. Pleaders are allowed whilst continuing to practise 
to engage in such business as in the opinion of the Court is not dero- 
gatory it) their profession or likely to interfere with the proper dischai'ge 
of their duties. 

(h) No. 

ir) (Jonditioiis in (‘alcutia differ from those in the mufasaal. 

(d) No. 

Maulvi EYED MAJID BAK8H: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that 
there are many advocates procti.siiig in the mufassul? 

The Hon’hl# Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 


Mr. L. B. Burrows. 

•91. Bobu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: ui) Will the Hon hie 

MemlKT in charge of the Hc\enue l)c|Kirtmcnt W ]>lease<l to state 
whether it is a fu< t that Mr. L. H. ]^urr<)ws. Magistrate and ('ollector, 
is ni/W holding, or rec'ently held, the jiost of Manager of th(' Kasiin- 
hazar Uaj Wanls’ Estate? 

(h) What allowaiM'e or pay, in addition to the salary of bi.s rank 
ns Muf,»istrate and (\dIector, was Mr. Burrows drawing in his oupa<*ity 
ns Manager of (he Kasiinbuzar llaj Wards’ Instate? 

(r) Is it a fact that some time in June last Mr. Burn>w\s was 
nj>iH»inted a.s Magistrate and Collector of Mymensingh? 

(</) W'ill the Horrble M<‘mlM'r Iw plea8e<l to state whether during 
this jH*ri<Hl of holding office as Magistrate and (Collector of Mymensingh 
Mr. Burrowii was grant*sl any honoraria in addition to his psiy? If 
90 , why? 

MEMBER in ohtrgt of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho Honlilo 
Bir PrOYish Chundor Mittor): {a) Yes. 

(6) He was ansiinted Manager of the estate on a jiuy of ILi. 2,250 
per month. The iwy prt^viously drawn by him us Magistrate-Collector 
was Rs. 1,700 per month. 

(r) Yea. 

(d) Sanction hua been given to the ]Hiyment by the estate of a fee 
on account of certain work which he did for the estate while in 
Mymensingh. 



giJKSTIOXS. 
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im.] 


IMiieliM from grants. 

•92. Hr. NARiNORA KUMAR RAtUM^) Will iU Uon’W,- 

Member in charjje «»f tht* Finaiux' lx* t 4 > stnte- - 

(r) how much diHluctioii han lxH*n mutlc from the liudffet grtuitu 
under ciit h htxul of cx|H*udi(urt*; 

(ft) how much hrt« l)cen dcductml in the agrgT<*p»to from — 

^7) the KcMcr^unl HiibjiM'tK ; and 
(2) the TrunsfeniHl jiubjintH? 

(b) Have the dtxluctions from the TramtfemMi .subjocta Ix'en miido 
with the C4>nwnt of the rcMjHn tive Miinsteri*, or in Hpite of their 
protostfl ? 

MEMBER in cliirgo of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (ttio HOfi«blo 
Mr. A. Marr): un and ( ‘ Th»* |»nH f*«*din^*« nf no'etin^'s of (loverntuetit 
Winjr strictly contident jal. it is altogether UK'uinst the publie interest 
for (fov»rtii!0*nt t<i diwil^o* aiiythini' that happens at such meetinjfs and 
(idveriuueiit definitely (bn line to ^i\e aii\ Hin h information. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SA0 MOOKERJEE: Will the Ilon'lde Member be 

pleased to slate if tleeiKiori'* amveil at at •‘uch meetiiifr^ are I'ontideiit iai V 
Tho HonTilo Mr. A MARR: I want mdice of this question. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERdEE: Will the lf<urble Member lai 

pleased to state, wiilomt djs< |o*in|; the pi iHeedinjr^, what deduction has 
l>een made in the Heserved departments and lit the Trunsferreil depart- 
ments umler nti'f 

Tlw HonINa Mr. A. MARR: I have nothing to add to my answer. 


8tipiiMlt* for womofi in Iho training oourim. 


*88. Mr. 8. M. BOSE. Will the ll<»irble Minister in charjpf^ of 
tho Education Dejiortracnt Ix^ plea.siHl to stato ~ 

(7) th© present number of Government Atipende for women in tho 
junior and the senior training courses; 

(2) whether the Government are considering the queolion of in* 
. creasing the number of such stiplenda; 

(S) whether the course of training has lately been extended from 
on# to two years; 
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QUESTIONS. 


[23111) Fkb., 


(4) whether, m a coiiaeqaenca of this change, the stipends are now 
awarded for two years; and 

(#5) if the answer to (4) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of extending the stipends to 
two years? 


MINUTER in charge cf EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
HonTilc Mr. Khwaja Nazifflinidin): (!) 160. 

(2) No. 

(J) The course for junior traininff ha.s Wn extended to two years. 

(4) For the junior course, the existing stijwnds are now divided 
#nd allotted for two years. 

(tJ) Does not arise. 


9mnb of prwniaoa Na^ n, TaltaJn taiw tlroat. 

»M. Mauivi EYED JALALUDDIN HAtHEMVi („)’ I* <he 
Hon’ble Meinl)er in <hurKe of the Police Department aware— 

(i) tliiit in Jul> lust premises No. :(;t. Taltnla IJazar Street, 
occupied by Mauivi Shaiusuddiu Ahmed, and 

Mauivi Syed .lululuddiii Kashemy, m.l.c., was searched by 
the Taltala Police willioul any warrant in the aWnce of the 
said occupants and several arrests were made; 

<»«) that in course of the search all furniture, trunks, boxes, safes 
and tables were broken open and amunifst other tbilifn 
dresses made of khadder, khadder pieces, national flags, 
photographs, some silver coins and documents were seised 
ind removed ; 

liif) that no NCHixh list wun pn^pared in spite of protests; 

(ir) that the articles seised and removed have not yet been returned 
to the owneni ; and * 

<1) that a letter was written to Sir (’. A. Tegart, Commissioner of 
Poli.e, Calcutta, by Mauivi .Syed Jalalnddin Hashemy, 

to make an inquiry into the matter and to return 
the artiolat? 

(fcl WiU Ole H<ia'ble Member be plaasmi to state whether the 
artirles seiWHl have been ronflwwted f 

(r) If the aaswer te is in the negative, am the Ooeemmeat «m- 
aidenng the desirability of returninir thoM ariiE^liui iUm 
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NiMliR in aiiart* af POLICE DEPARTMENT (Dm H«i>kla Mr. 

W« !!• R« PrtfitiM): (a) ii) The premises at Xu. TalUla Baiiir 

{Itreet, were searched under a seairh murrant grranted by the Chief 
Presidency Majristmte on l£Kh July. Nineteen persons who were 

lA actual occupation of the house at the time of search were arrested. 

(it) Boxes, the kej^n of which were not found ouing^ to the absence 
of the owners, wen* forced o|)en bv the police in exe<*utiott of the 
warrant. No furniture was broken. The articles seised were 
exhibited in Court during the trial** of Mime of the |>er^ions arrested. 

(iii) Search list« wen* duly prejmred in the preH<»nce of respectable 
witnesses. Thoe lists were exhibited in Court in course of the trials. 

(ir) The j»erM)nnI pn»j>ei-ties of the accused )H‘rHons have all lieen 
returned to their n*.*ii»e<*tive owners and receipts obtained. l‘he 
remaining articles which wen* exhibited in ('oiirt are within the seisin 
of the Court. 

ir) A |»<*liti(jn by Muulvi .lalaluddiii Hasheiny, M.r.r., for return of 
the articlen seised was rei'eived by the Commissioner of |*olire, under 
whose order! an application was made to the tiying Magistrate for 
din*ctions re^^ardin^r the [iruperty. 

(h) I'he articles whi«h have not U’en returned are within the 
seisin of the trial Court, (loverninent are not awnn^ oi the orders, if 
any, parsed by the Court in thin matter. 

(r) The artK'le)* are not in the [losseKsion of (Jovernmont who are 
unable to take any action for their return by the ('ourt. 

Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HAiHEMY: With reference to 
on**wers to'i t»i and tin, may I take it that Mauivi Shniiisuddin Ahmed 
and myself are the owners of the premis<*s? 

Tba Hoti*bla Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICES I want notice of Ibis 
question, 

Mittivi EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference to 
answer (a) iii), moy I know whether by the word “aWnce** the lion'blo 
Member means that I was absent or MauWi Shamsnddin Abmei) was 
absent? 

Tilt HaiYMi Mr* W. D. R. PRENTICE: I want notice of this 
question. 

Mittlwi tYiO JALALUDDIN NASHlMYs Will the Handle 
Member be pleaaed to atate whether my articles bare been returned 
or not? 

S 
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Tlw HOi^ Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTiOEi I waa| ■otio* of thi» 

(question. 

MillNi lYED MLALUDDIN HASHiMY: Will the Hon bi# 

Member be pleaded to state whether a photo is orte of the incriminating* 
documents? 

Thf HMl'bkl Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: T have no information. 

Tim and hour of tuotion sale in the Civil Courts ol BaKargitfiJ. 

*85. Maufvi MUHAMMAD H08SAIN: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in chargf! of the Judicial Department he pleuKcd to state at what time 
of the Court hour (he auction sale commenceH in the Civil Courts of 
Hakurgarij, particularly on Fridays? 

Ths Hon’bla Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE; Auf'tion sale commences 
in the (yivil (\)urts in the district of llakarganj generally between the 
hours of 12 no(»n and 1 p.in. daily. No H|)ecinl arrangement is made for 
Fridays. 

Mauivi tYED MA4ID BAKEH: Is the IToirhle Member aware that 
if on Fridays, when the Muhammadans are absent for saying their 
prayer, a sale takes fdace, it is n<»t properly held? 

Ths Hon*btf Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 have already stated ii» 
the answer that n(» special arrangement is made for Fridays. 


Hungor-stfilco among iMlsonsrs. 

*98. Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon hh^ 

Meml>er in churg»* f)f (he Political tJails> Department la* pleased to 
htftiv the numlier of cases of hunger-strike among pri.soners in different 
jails in Bengal during the last six months? 

MEMBER in ohsrgo of POLITICAL (4AILi) DEPARTMENT (Uit 
Honlils Sir Provtsh Chundsr Mittor): It is difficult to answer thi» 
i^uestion aiTuratelv for when the prisoners are confined in association 
it is not |>oftHihle to as<*ertaiu with certainty whether individual priaonera 
are actually taking no nourishment. The numWr of prisoners who 
on their own statement were supposes) to have been on hunger-strike 
during the last six months in different jails in Bengal was 513. Of 
ihtfM» only Id, aooording to their own statement, were on hunger*«trik# 
for n period exceeding 10 days. 









Mr. SHANTI tNEKHAIIEiWAR RAYt Will U)« }lm%U Mtmber 
iMt, plm^ to atote vkelhtr he viaited any j&ii to inquire into th» 
etm^ o{ any hunj^r-strikeP 


Tht HoiiIMt Sir SR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: So. 


Mr. NAREHORA KUMAR 8A8U: Will tho Iluu hie M^mUer Iht 
pleaaed to state whether when prieoneni are ccmhneil in assm'iatioti* fwal 
ia flupplied to them individually^ 

Tht Sir RROVASH GHUNOER MITTER i K(a>d la avuil- 

able to them. 


Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the lion‘Me MemW 
be ph^isiNl to state whether the prisoners inelude au\ la<ly prisoners)' 

The Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER l I want nottre of 

this question. 


Moaquito nata ta priaanara. 

*97. Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (o) Will 

the Ilon’hlf .NfemlsT in rluir^'v of the PolitKiil (JaiN) Department !)• 
pleased to ntate why the um‘ of ino»^{uit<» ( urtiiins is not iiitrodiieod in 
the Iten^riil jails esf»e<'iallv in niaianal distrietsy 

(h) I.s it a fact that for fitiani tat reasons tht- tJovoi nmeiit are uitoblt* 
to pniviile musijuito < lu taiii" for pii^^mers)' 

(r) If so, will the Iforriile MenitMT lie pleased ti* slate whether tho 
fiovernment have any objec tion to friende and ndutions of the prinoneni 
supplying mowjuito curtains to such pri^onersy 

(d) If the answer to (r) in in the nejrative, me the (lovemmffnt 
^'onaidenn^ the desirability of issuing necessory instructioim to the 
officers concerned in tbe mattery 

TN HaiPMa Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER t (o) and (h> 

The provision of mos({ui(o nets is one of the nieaHuree to re<luci'^ 
malurio among the prison pfipulation which are at present under 
examination and (rial in conjunction with the Public Health llepart- 
ment. Generally it iiioy I>e said that an exfierinient with nets in the 
Pabna jail wa« vcr>* inconclusive ae to the beueficial results on health. 
Demanda froin ordinary prisoners for nets are not often made and 
measure^ to prevent moeqnito breeding in the vicinity of the jail may 
be found more effective. ?fet» are allowed to Olvtaiont t and II 
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priacmerH and in hospital, but for finandal reasons Government do not 
feel justified in incurrinjf the expense of supplying net for all prisoners, 
until the l)enefit of so doing has l)een more conclusively established. 

(c) (iovemmeni are prepared to give the suggestion a trial. 

(d) Yes. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: Will the Hon^ble Member be 
pleased to state how long this measure has l>een under trial P 

The Hofi’bit Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: More than two 
jenrs. Dr. Bentley i« definitely of opinion that prevention of mosquito 
breeding in the vicinity of jails is cheaper and more effective. 

Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Member he pleased to ntute whether it is an established fact of medical 
U'ietire that malaria is due to mosquito bites? 

Th« HOfi*bl# Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: So far as I 

know it is so. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: May I know the 
reafMMi f<»r this experiment with inoscjuito nets in certain jails proving 
inconel usive? 

Tha HOfl’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Because in the 
opinion of (he public health expert it was considered that (he preven- 
tion of moH4|uit(» breeding would be more effective. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: How long this 
measure had been under trial? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That has already been answTred. 

BMni SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Is it a fact that 
many people in jail are attacked with malaria and die? 

TIm Hon*blB Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Very much leas 
than the oniinury population of Bengal. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon^!e Member 
be pleased to state if the use of mosquito curtains in Pabna jail actusJIy 
leil to an increase of malaria? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I take it as a joke and Sir Provath need not take 
it seriously. (Laughter.) 
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Hr. SYAMAPROMD MOOKERJill Will ih^ MemUr be 

plMtcd to state if Palma jail is the only place vhere the experiment 
was made or was it made in any other place}' 

The Honlil# Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Speakiiifr. sub^ 
ject to <*orTe€tion, I think it was made only in Palma jail. 

Mr* B« C» CHATTERJEEs the moM|uit(» theory dyin^ with the 
departure of Dr. Bentley from India}' 

(Xo answer.) 


Piling plaints with dtflatt court-faa. 

*S8. BalHi 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: {a) Has 

the attention of the lloirhie Menil>er in charjjri* «»f the Judicial Depart- 
ment been drawn to th«' — 

(i) inability of the [leojde to m<H*t the crwts of htijfjition owing* to 
the prevniliiig acute ecoiiMnic distress; and 

00 fall in court-fee revenue}' 

(h) Is it a fart that in many ili'^tricts ()f Biutgal a large nuinU^r 
of plaints, petitions and inenioriinda of appeals which w'ere filfMl with 
deficit court-fee were struck oft ow’ing to the failure of |inrtics to file the 
balance of court -fees in tune}' 

(r) Is it a fa<*t tliat thi*^ has caused h-ss !<» the parlies as also to the 
Govern men 1 ? 

(d) Is it n fact that in most cases the courts an» unwilling aiol unable 
to accommodote the parties by granting suflii ient time for filing deficit 
court-fees in the aWnce of definite instructions from the High ('ouit of 
the Government}' 

(e) If the answers to (a) to (d) are in the affirmative, an* the (bivern* 
ment considering the desirability of giving adecpinte relief, in cimsulta- 
tion with the Hon ‘hie High Court? 

Thi Hwi’M Mr. W. D. R, PRENTICE: (a) (i) Xo complaint haa 
been received. 

(ii) It is likely that there will l»e a slight fall in the coiirf-feo 
revenue. 

(h) and ^r) The Government hav«» no such in format i»»ii. 

i'f) No. so far as Government are aw'are. In »ny raee under fhe law 
it is the Courts which have the dii<Tetion. 

(e) Doea not arise. 
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Bd>tt SATISH GHANORA RAY CHOWDHURY: With reference 
to aii><n'er!i (h) and (c), will the TTon’Iile Member be pleased to state 
if lie look liny pains to get the information f 

The Hon'U* Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: We have not had 
iii(|uiri(‘s made in nil Ihe disiricis, but no District Jud^re has submitted 
a rejiort to that effect. 

Btbu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; Is it not the 

duty of the Ilon’lile MeiniM'rs to iiiake an iiKiuiry to pel Ihe real factsP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that (|ueHtion. 


5^15 p.tn 

Pertont convicted and detained for offences of a politioaJ nature. 

•99. MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: i i) Will the llon’ble 
Meml>er in rhar^e of the Politieal DepaHnuMit lx* pleaHisI to lay on the 
<al)lf» a Hfateinent Nhowin^ ihe nn!nl>er of prisons, adult male and female, 
boys and uonvii ted in Bon^ral from Aj>ril U> I)e(‘einl)er, 

(1) un<ler the Beiififnl ('fiminal Law Amendment Art, 1930. 

(2) under earh of the Ordinanees; and 

(.i) under other H|M>(ial Inwa, if any, for deulingr with political 
offenders 

(h) Will the Ilnirble Member l>e (deased to lay on the table another 
•tatenient sliowinp lor the aforesaid period the numtw of permne 
convicted — 

(0 for romiaittinfr violence a^rainst the State; and 

(n‘) for non-violent civil resi.stance? 

(r) What was the ex|>eitditiii> iiirurriHl in conducliiijr pnwecutioini 
referred to in (h)? 

(d) Will the Hoiride Meml>er Iw pleased to state the numbsur of per* 
•ons, male and female, detained at present in — 

i>) the Buxa Fori; 

{•*) the Hijli Jail; 

<itt) the T)nm*T)um Jail; and 

(tr) the Aliiwre Central Jail? 
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MEMBER M oliargt M ROLITICAt DERARTMEIIT (Rii 

Mf« W« D. R* Rrmtiet): (a) (/) Two adult maliw hare b««ii ronvictin) 
ojidar the provittionK of the lietijral Ortminai liaw Amendment Act, 
1930. The number of peraunn detained under that Act id 414. 

{2} and (J) The information ia not available and cannot be compiled 
without a labi>riomii examination which (hkveriiment re>rret they are not 
prepared to undertake. 

i/#) (ii) and (r> ro/c (u) u') and (o') ulnoe. 

(fi) iO 141 under Bengiil t'liminal Law Aiueiidiuent Act. IIKM), ail 
male, 

(If) Under Onlinancen aii<l Kjanial law’s, nil. 

(tii) Therf* nn* *31 male prisimers in Dum-Duin SjwH ial dull who 
have ht*en convicted for offenccH in coiincf tion with civil diiKoliodiencO 
movement. 

Or) There are l^’T male piiHifners in AlijMire tVntml Jail who havw 
been convoteil for offenceH in ionnectn^n with the civil iliuolKnlience 
movement. 


Iimident at Chinsura maldan in May, 1990* 

MOO. MUNINORA OEB RAt MAHAOAIS (n) With referennt 
to the leply Kiven to Htuned question No. 4<»(/i) on the Mlh Aufruat, 
193(1. will the Hnn'Ide MemlnT in chiirjrc of the Ihdice lh*pnrtroent 
be pleaned to stiite — 

(ti how many jxilicemen receiveil injuries from brichs thrown 
at them ; and 

(ii) hi»w many id tlumi were treated in the boepitals? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble MemlxT be pletowMl to lav on the table a 
atatemcnl .showinja;' the natim* of the iujuiies sustained by |>olicemcn 
as entennl in the hosjiital rejrister? 

(r) Was the Majristrate hit? 

(W) If so, will the Hon'ble Memlier be plenscwl to state the naiura 
of his injuries as entered in the hospital refcister? 

(e) W’ill the Hon’We Member lie pleased to stnie the reason which 
led the Magistrate to declare the meeting" unlawful F 

(/) Is it a fact that the officer in charge of the potice-siatioa refused 
fo receive any complaints against the police made by some paasers*liy 
who received Uuhi blows at the hands of the police f 
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{ff) Will tbe Hon’ble Member lx* pleased to state — 

(i) how many persons were prosecuted for joining' or continuing 

in an unlawful assembly knowing it to have been lawfully 
commanded to disperse under section 145 or section 151 
of the Indian Penal Code; and 

(ii) how many jiersons were prosecuted under section 152 of the 

Indian Penal Code for assaulting public 8 er\'ants with 
bricks ? 

(h) If no i>ersons were prosecuted, will the Hon’ble Member bt 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(i) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that a non>al&cial committee was 
fonued to inquire into the incident? 

(;) Have the (lovemment received any reixjrt of the Inquiry 
Committee ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {ay (i) Thirteen |x>lice> 
men received injuries from bri(;ks thrown at them; and 

(i/) all of them were treated in the hospital. 

(h) An extract from the hospital register is attached showing the 
nature of the injuries sustained by iHdiceincn. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(c) The conduct and attitude of tin* jK'ople was threatening and 
bricks were Isong thrown. The Dejmty Su[SMintt‘ndcnt of Police and 
a siil>.ins|K‘ct<ir were hit. As a .ser!»)us hrt‘ach (d the peace was 
aj>[>relMMided the Magistrate declared the crowd an unlawful assembly. 

if) No. 

(< 7 ) (i) Three persons were prosecuted under section 145, Indian 
Penal (a>de. 

(ii) None. 

(A) The jK)lice force was too small U\ lx* able to make many oireaU. 

(i) No, 

(;) No. 


Ejptrat't from the hospital rtpister referred to in the reply to clause (b) 
of starred question A'o. 100. 

No. 174. 

Examinml the following constables and founil the following injuries 
on their jx^rjam^— 

Constable No. 834 Itani Dhar Singha. — Two verj' small scratch 
marks on left little linger on its back — alight friction with hard 
•uhstance. 
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Constable No. 295 Sahebuddin.--One abrasion K x i' on the left 
fooi^sHgbt friction with hard and blunt substance. 

Constable No. 152 Gangiulin Kurmi.—fWplains of p*iin in scalp, 
no visible mark of injury. 

Constable No. 145 Mahadeo Upadhaya.— One linear abrasion F on 
the right knee— slight friction with hard and blunt substance. 

Constable No. 284 Ilam Kisson Itjim.— One nbnision I' x*' about 
2 inches below right ankle — slight friction with hard and blunt 
|ubstance. 

Constable No. 156 Lokenath Hoy. — C'lmiplains of jmin m; right 
thigh, no visible mark of injury. 

Constable No. 859 Sital IVosad Thakiir.— One abrasion on 

the inner niallpolus- slight friction with hard and blunt substanci*. 

(^onsfable No. 1072 Md. Habib Khan. — Complains of \xMn in left 
shoulder, no visible mark of injury. 

('onstahle Nt). 251 Dbarani Kingli. — (I) One contusion J" x k" on 
the tip of right middle finger — slight fri<*tion with luml and blunt 
substance. (2) Three small abrasions on the right knee .slight 
friction with hard and blunt substance. (8) One small abrasion of 
left leg near ankle “ slight friction with hard and blunt substance. 

Constable No. 1028 Mhd. Ilossain. — One small abrasion on the 
back on tht* right sidi* — slight friction with hard and blunt 

suhstan<*e. 

(\insti»ble No. tins Hamgiti .Missir. — One coiitusi<in j'', cirt'tilar, 
with small abrasion on the lop alsoit an in<‘li above the right ellaiw 
pi>steriorl y-~ slight fiiction with haul and blunt substance. 

Constable No ll’ifl Jagadish DiiWy. — (’omiduins of jsun cm th© 
scalp, no visible mark of injury. 


22ru{ May, Um^JO a m. 


These injuries are said to have lieim caused by brickbats being 
thrown against them. This is possible. 

Im. 41 IH.%raii HosriTsi., 

21h May. 1930^S^) p.m, 

Sfl. K. n. B. 


MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHAtAI: With reference to answer (eV 
will the Honlde MemWr lie pleased to state when did the conduct 
and the attitude of the people liec oiiic threatening and brie ks thrown? 
Waa it before or after the meeting? 

Tilt Mr. W. D« R« PRENTICE X I suppose it was eontem* 

pomieoQi. 
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Afipoifitment of Mr. D. C. Chose ind Mr. Raiiiir Rahmin Khan in 
the Caloutta improvimont Trust Tribunal. 


not. Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Min inter in charge of the Ix)€al Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether any advertisement was published in the 
newsjmpeiH inviting application from candidates in connection with 
the appointment of Mr. 1). C. Ghose and Mr. Itazaur Ilahmun Khan 
an President and an AKHeH.sor, res|)ectively, of the Calcutta Improve^ 
meiit Trust Tribunal ^ 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the namen of the persons who applied for the posts or whose 
rlaiiiiH w'ere considered in fillinff up the vacancies; and 

(tt) the present salary and other emoluments attached to the jmteP 

MINISTER in ohtrgo of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Honlilo Mr. Rijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) No; these 

aj)pointmeiits are rn^t advertised. 

(b) I/) (Government do not think it desirable to jrive particulars 

of candidates who submitted applications or were otherwise considered 
but not appointed. 

(h) President Us. 2,750 |M*r mensem, Member -Us. 150 per diem 
when CouH sits plus retaininjr fee of Us. 100 per mensem. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Uon'ble 

Minister he pleased to state what steps were taken to secure the beat 
qualified iiianl^ 

Tho Honmio Mr. SUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: AciH>rdiiig to 

Oovernnient the man appointed was the l>e8t man. 

Rovaraild A. NAG: \\ ill the llon’hle Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Mr. 1). (?. (those, wdm has been appointed as 
President of the Tribunal, was an Assessor of the Tribunal for the 
last 10 yeors^ 

Thi HonmUi Mr. SUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 

Rmrtnd S. ^ NAG: Will the HonUe Minister W pleased W 
•tate whether it is a fact that Mr. Kazaur Hahman Khan, who baa 
been appointed at an Asaeaeor was an officiatiOg AMteeaor for tilaiiy 
months pastr 
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TN Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Ut wti» 

f)y the Calcutta Corporation iu place of Mr. llaldnr who wdii ill in 

im. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Houlde MinUter 
he pieHsed to iiiate the reowins for nut piviii)? the particular* of the 
[^nnciidatea who applied for the 

TKi HoiiYitt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think it m nol 

fair to candidate* to supply the*e iiiforiiiation* when they wert* not 
ippointed. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hnn'lde Miniater 
[>e pleaded to atate the reason for not advertisinff for such a highly 
[laid post ? 

Thf Hofi*bl« Mr. BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It i* iiok the 

pitt<‘tire of (fovernineiit to advertise siK’h post*. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I* the appointment in 
;he hand* nf loral (iovcrnment or in that of the tlovernnient of Indiaf 


Th« Hoffi*bl« Mr. Bi40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: It in in the hands 

>f Ifwal (fo\ ernnieiit. 


RtfisMn M Uit BtfigM MvniMpil AM« 18SI. 

•Iff. Mr. S. M. BOSE: (o) Will the llonMde Minister in eharttS 
>1 the IjOcal Kelf-flovemiiient Department be pleaiied to state— 

(t) whether it is not a fad that there is a widespreod demand f«f 
the iinntediute and thonjugh rf*viMon of the Bengal Muni- 
cipal Act, 1K84; 

(it) whether (he late Sir Surendranath Banerjeu, when Minister 
in charge of Ixical Relf-flovernment, contemplated a revt- 
nion of the Bengal Municipal Act, \HHif 

(h) If * 0 , are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
II band an up-io-4at« reviston of the Art? 

nit Hiii%M Mr. BUOY PRABAO BINQH ROY: (a) (t) It is 

Yrognised that the Act rwjuire# revisimi but there has not inti^ll 
iHdanca iti reamt year* of any urgent demand for immadiiU iisltii* 
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(fO A Bill was introduced by the late Sir Surendra Nath Eanerjea 
in 1925 but was rejected at the first reading. 

(h) A Committee has been appointed to advise on the amendment 
of the Bengal Municipal Act. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether, when the Committee was constituted, the 
special needs and requirements of the suburban municipalities were 
taken into consideration? 

TIib Hon’bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. It is 
not taken into consideration. 

Maiilvi SYED MAdlO BAKSH: Will the iron’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the (\>mmittee has been sitting 
of late? 

The Honm^le Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Committee 
has not yet met. 

Maulvl SYED MAillD BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when is it going to sit? 

Thi Hon*blB Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The date has 
not yet been fixed. 


Certifioate cases in Rangpur, 

M03. Kaii EMOAOUL HOQUE: (a) Will the llon%\e Member 
in charge of the Uevenue Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the Di.strict Magistrate, Kangpur, passed orders for 
decentialisation of certificate cases from the Kang|mr Sadar in 1929 at 
the desire of the Divisional Commissioner to relieve congestion of such 
cares at the Sndnr? 

(h) Is it a fact that those orders were cancelled afterw’ards? 

(c) Is it a fact that a {letition was made by a large number of 
tenants and the then Sub^livisional Officer of Eurigram forwarded the 
petition to the District Magistrate with recommendation for the trans- 
fer of the certificate <‘ase8 from the Sadar to the subdivisions? 

(«/) If the answ’er to <c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Metulier lie pleased to •^tiite what orders, if any, were passed by the 
District Magistrate on the said j^etition? 

(f) Is the Uon'ble MemWr a wart' that a deputation of the tenants 
waited ujton the Hon'ble Member, Board of Revenue, Bengal, wbe 
came on tour to Rangjiur in November, 1930, last and laid their 
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griansces before him praying for immediate derentralieaiiuu of I'erti- 
6cate case* from the Rangpur Sadar and that the said Hon’ble Member 
aasBied the depuUUon that he would try to redrem their grievanreaf 

(/) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, 
hare since been taken to give effect to the assurances of the Hon’ble 
tf ember P 


Th# Hon'M* Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MiTTER: (a) Yes. orders 

trere passed as a temporary measure. 

(6) Yes, the temporary order» were raiu ellcd a» the Nub(li%’i«ion»l 
expressed their iniihilily to dc» iho oxtra eertifieule uork in 
iddition to their exi.stiujr duties uiileHs extra oHieers were posted to 
lho»e stations. After eentmlisation of certifirnte work at Sadar the 
l)ivi^ioual Commissioner vested another officer nt Sadar with certifi- 
cate powers, 

(c) Yes, the Subdivisional Officer, Kurifrratn, rmoinmended it on 
he condition that an extra certificate officer should be posted at 
[vuri^am. 

The Collector decided that the premnit arrunjfenient was the 
inly feasible one. The Divisional Commissioner also IfKiked into the 
luestion and held that the existing- nrraiifreiiient should continue. 

(c) Ye«, the representatives of the tenants were told that the ques- 
ion whether there were any real g’rievances would Iw Icwked into. 

(f) As he ffuind thiit there were no real prievunces, no action was 
onsidered ne<*essary. 

Kui CMOADUL HOQUE: Will the Iff»n*ble Member lie pleased 
II it.ale whether nil the stilMlivisiorial offiiers desiiirefi their inability 
r> do certificate work? 

Tilt Hon*blt Sir PROVASH CHUNDCR MITTER: I lielieve to. 

Matttvi SYED MAdlO BAKSH: AVill the Ifoirble Mem}>er lie 
leased to state whether the doinjr of the extra certificate work depends 
pon the diwretion of the sulnlivisional officer concerned? 

TIm Hr PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER t I should think 

ot. It depends on the amount of work. 

MMthrt SYEO MA4ID BAKSH: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
leased to state whether the commencetnent of the certificate work at 
Sie Sadar-Rangpur has been notified to the tenants? 


Ths HM%lt SN' PROVASH CHUNDBR MITTBRt Yea. 
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0«rtlflQito 9fllM «t RanoNirt Sate*. 

Kw EMDAOUL HOQUEs (a) Will the Hos’ble Member i 
charge of the Revenue Department be {^eaaed to etate— 

(i) how many extra hands have been appointed in the Cburt c 
the Certificate Officer at the Rangpur Sadar on account o 
the (certificate ceases of the Kasimbazar Raj Wards* Estat 
for the* year 1930-»‘ll ; and 

(u) how many clerks would have Ihmjd required for the same worl 
ill case of decentnilisation, i.e., distribution of certificat 
caseM from Sadar to subdivisions ? 

(h) If the number of exfia hands in the latter wise were less, wii 
the llon’ble Member 1 m‘ pleased to state why the economic aspect & 
the matter has Isn-n lost sight of? 

The Hofi*bl« Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (i) Nc 

oxtm clerk has btHiii upjiointed solely on account of the certificate cases 
of the Kasimbazar Wards’ Estate, since the number is le^-s than would 
justify the afqKantment of an extra clerk. 

(it) No extra clerk wwild have lieen required owing to the transfer of 
the cases to the subdivisions. 

(h) It has not been lost sight of. 


fixcinsiofi Of timo for payment of revenuti 

•106. Reja BNUPENORA NARAYAN |INHA BHiaOiip. d Nashi- 

Hoirido Member in charge of the Revenue Depart- 
ment be ideiised to state in how many coses an extension of time wa# 
filled for the isiymeiit in full of amount of revenue during the last 
September and January ktiUf 

(h) >\ill the Hon’hle Member lie pleaswl to lav on the table a state- 
ment showing the names of such persons or the estates where the time 
has been allowed m each e4iae with reasons thereof? 

Th. Hon'bl. Sir PROVAtH GHUSOER MITTER: (a) Government 
Twhi »f time ha* Wn gr..nted in a«y «i«, 

th! ^ ,7' ‘••Iverti.c! for .ale if 

(h) Does not ariao. 



lilt] qvvmom. » 

iMM tATim OHANOIIA RAY ONOWOHURYt Will Mm llon'ble 
HpillMr Im plauvd to atoto whether the UoTeraiuent have reoeivcd aajt 
repnaentatkin from the laniilorda for deferriaK payment of land 
revenue F 

TIm Sir PROVAtH OHUNDER HITTER: I waul notion. 

Roill ami pubito works oossas oolloolioii in Uio Daooa* ChttUgmg 
and Ralshahi Divisions. 

MM. Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: Will the Iloirhle 
Meinl)er in oharjf«» of the Ueveniie Depniitueni pleaded to lay on 
the table ii Atutenjeiit Khowiuf? the at'tuul eolbM'tioii of road and pubiio 
work.s in em h i>f tlu' distrirts of the Ibu ra. Chittafftinjf and Hnj- 

•kahi iXivisioiiH (ei<'e{)t the district of Darjeeling^ during the yeunn 
1928^ 1929, l!»d() and up to the January kut of IJKD Y 

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNOER HITTER: A Htatement 
showing the ('oI)o(*tiotiH of cchhch hi the dintrictH referred to, for the 
vears nF2K-29, l929-.'t(t and t9.1(Wt| up to January kitt, in tuid on the 
table. 


SUttrment rrfrrrrd to tn thr r, to $tarrrtl tfutxfton \o. VHl, nhotnuf/ 
rollfrttou of nrntl tnui pultitc uorkn rrnncx. 


Dwtriel. 

iftlSXS. 

isfibao. 

103041 tie to 
Jaiiuary MtV. 



ItAe 

lU 

Ra. 

ftttCCl 




2,ll.()!>8 

MyiiieiiHtiigh 


r..74,170 

ti,25.:t5t; 

4.m,8i;i 

Baksrgauj ... 


4.80,7^5 

1.97, 2tt9 

4,05,‘h;.1 

Faridpiir 


2,49.HP7 

•At.’».283 

1.73.701 

Chittagong ... 


2.r, 2.728 

• 2,r>ii.:f75 


TipJM'F* 


3e2t;,tJJ3 

1 .t.l M«) 


lioakhttU 


2.3I,70« 

2,M,.V.n* 

l.67,534» 

Kajftbahi 



! 7.'-. 

2.24, (K)7 

Diou)pur 


! :i.irj43 


1,97,240 

Jalpaigurl ... 


1 2,4«J(>6 


1,87.043 

Haugpor 


i 4.79,298 

.V26.':u 

2.44.101 

Maids 


1,71.823 

J.74.H6I 

1,29,191 

Pabna 


1.70,976 

2,2;i,.‘m 

1,83,00! 

Rogra 


1,32,945 

1 

1,43,881 

1,1M66 


♦ Jkm eoS tackidtt mh lo the dintfiei board in napaet of mtata manifai 
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Rai lahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN 2 WiU tbe Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state the reason for tbe fall in the collection of ceases during 
1930 up to January, 1031? 

Tha Hon'bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I can only guess 
but 1 cannot say definitely. If my surmise is correct, 1 think it is due 
to general depression. 


Namuudra clarki in Civil CourU in tha Dacca Division. 

MOL Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay ou 
the table u statement showing district by district, for the years 1927, 
1928 and 1929-- 

(/) how many clerks were appointed in tbe Civil Courts within 
the Dacca Division; and 

(u) how many of tluMii lielong to the Namasudra community? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
more Namnsudra clerks in the Civil Courts than in previous years? 

The Hon'bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) (?) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(?i) None. 

(h) Nti. The apjMuntment of ministerial officers in Civil Courts 
rests with the District Judge under sections 30 and 31 of the Bengal, 
Agra and Assam (Mvil ('ourts Act, 1887. Goveniment have no doubt 
that the District Judges take into consideration the claims and quali- 
ficati{jns of all candidates before making their selection, but they will 
bring this question and the answer to the notii e of the District Judges 
concermsl . 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 
.Ve. 7(/7, shomng themumher of clerks appointed during 1027, 
102S and 1020 in the Ciril Courts irithin the Dacca Division. 


Ksrne of <li«tJrirt. 

No. of etorka 
»ppotnt*K 
during 1»27. 

No. of eforks 
Appointed 
during 192S. 

No. of rlerki 
AppoinUKt 
during 1929. 

TotuL 

D»aai 

13 

6 

• 

ts 

MyoMNfMuiu^ . . 

7 

11 

6 

24 

F«rid{nir 

7 

2 

4 

13 

Baluiryimi 

» 

4 

4 

19 
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Pmmrnm apimt Mr. itkMm HmUmv in tkt 4 mm* 

Crimfoat Owrt 


*m ■ata JITINORALAL BANNIMEt: «.» Will .1... Hon bl. 

Ji<*iiiPer lu charge of tho l)c{i«uinuH)t W Uv atate 

whether it ia u fact that jmHiHMlings utuh»r ti<»n 108 of the (Viminal 
PnK'iHhim Coih were drawn up agaiiiHl Mr. .lalnhiddiu Ifuahemy, 
in the (Viminal (\mrl^ of ,lo^m»re nonu^ time in the month of 
July last? 

ib) Jh It a fart that thene |it<x meu* withdrawn on the 5 th of 

January Uwt? 

(r) Mill the Hon’ble Memlier l>e pleuMMl to ntute the renaona why 
the proceeding.^ weri^ withdrawn after U-ing kept |Hniding for over 
6 montha? 

(ft) Is the Hon’hle Memlier aware that during the jiemlenry of thee# 
jwmeiMjings Mr. Ilaahemy hud often to go t 4 » Jessorr^ to stand hia 
trial even w hen Huffering from great physic id illness ^ 


Tht Hofi’bit Hr. W. 

dniwii up in August. Ifh'U) 
ih) Yes. 


PffEWTICKt tot Pl'CMaH^MlllIgH 


-■) l(..,aiiM- lb,- K.iuiiti..!, ,i„|.,ov,-<l itiul Ml, ll««bwin t.N.k II.I 
further |»urt in |>olitn /d meelingH in Jetisoie 

></) Up ujiiKMirr.! <,n 10 ( 1 , S,.,.(,.,!ilK>r nn.l I'.’th N.,v..inl«.r on l«lh 
of »b,.b iH.amou. at hi« inMaioo an mljourntnont wu* allow, h 1 on 
iKCfUiit of illness. SnliHiMjUenlh he :i!»|iearfd on the 4 th iWemlier 
nnd ath .lantnir>*. 


BYEO MLALUOOIM HABHEMY: CVilM,... Uon'll, 

M. m.I..., 1... ,,lca«Ml to Matp «l„.tl„T tlo- »«„l .Sv..,| ||,„|„.,„v ,|j,j 
pan in .iii> mm'tmjr in ,liirin>r (bn la.l ti,,. w.ai„y 


Til# HmYM* Mr. W. 0 . R. PRENTICE: 


111 11 . 1 i|. It (of n<itiri‘. 


ItaalviBYEO MAJID BAKBH: U tl... Hon bl.. Mcn.lHT «w«« 
«irra!ry U«pb..,ii., .-..n.litiOpd a politip.l 


Tht HMPMt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES It 

dMride. 


«-B» for Ibn Court U> 


v •»«> iALALUDOIN HABHEMY s Will a. Hon bl. 

MrmW b. to .Ut. whether the then Snperintenclent of Police. 

Mr. KUiioii, wm an illiterate or a literate man Y 
(Ho aiiiwer ) 



u 


QUESTIONS. 


I23ia> Fn 


Maalvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member I 
pleased to state whether the Govemmeut did give sanction to prosecute 


The H(Nl*ble Mr* W. D* R« PRENTICE* I must ask for notice. 


Badahatii Road. 

•109. Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hoii’ble Ministc 
in charge of <he lioc’al Self-Government I)e|xirtinent be pleosed to stal 
in so far as the present l*residency of Bengal is concerned whethe 
then^ was a Biulshahi R(«id 120 feet wide leading from Gaur to Puri 

(A) Is it a fact that lands about 55 feet wide from either side on 
alongside of the Budshahi Il<Kid have been resumed and leased ou 
to tenants? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the uflirmntive, will the Hon’bl 
Minister 1k» pleased to state — 

<0 by whom, 

(n) under what authority, 

(lit) at what rent, and 
(iv) under what conditions 

the said lands have Ihhui lease<l out? 

Th# Hon’bl. Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; A .. 

laid on the tabb* giving information in tabular form obtained from 
districts through which the road pu.sses. 
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.Kili EMOADUL HOQUE* Will lhi» Hon^ble Mini^tor pleiUKHl to 

slAte what were the rates realistMl up (o 1930? 

Hit Hoii’bit Mr. BI<I0Y PRASAD SINGH ROY l 1 must ask far 
notice. 


UmUrrtd QiiMtioiit 

(aimiNirs to which won loitf on tho tiblt). 

Coriohit Road. 

SO. Mr. C. C. COOPER: (U) Will the Hon'bio Minister in 
charge of the Local SclMioverniiienl IVfwrtmcnt l)o plrnswl to state 
whetlier tlie (taniihat Hoad is aotifict] i)> ( tdxcrititietit under SfM'tioii 
74 of the L<m-uI Sid Ml o\ eminent Act as lioing Ih© car© ami resjwnsi- 
hility of the 'Jl-PargaiiaH district IhmimI ? 

(/*) If th© answer to i>* in the allinnutive, will Ih© Hon’lde 
Milliliter Im‘ pleaseil to «tate what Hie[m, if any, have Ikm*© taken by 
(lovemnient to give pKwlieal effect to nucIi notificntion ? 

(c) Is it a fact that tin* attention of (lovcrriiiient has lieen repeat- 
edly draMit tit the appalling!) bml state «if tin* (lariiiliHt Hoad with 
the re«jue?it that (rovernnient do take a<*tion against the distriid Ixmrd 
to iiiNiMt u|»on their coinpliaine with the notification under section T1 
of the lanail SelMloverninenf Act? 

itii If the an-'Wer to (c) ih in the uilimiittive, will the Hon'bl© 
Minister U* pleaH4*d to “tati* the teiison for not taking any action in 
the mutter *’ 

Tho HofiMMo Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes 

(hi The road wu** inaintatni'd In tlic di^trnt boani for many yeaiiH, 
bill hoH recently lieen iieglecteil. 

tV) and (ff) H4*pn»nen tat ions have lieeri received and the attention 
of the ( oiiimissioner was drawn to the notifieation. It is «nderst<XHl 
that some urgent repairs have l>een done, but the condition of the 
road is still far from satisfactorv". and the |»osition is lieing further 
I'uosidered. 


Provofilioii of tuiioroyltr dltootoi. 

SI. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the Hon^ble Minister 
in charge of the I/oenl SelMloremment Department 1 m» pleaM*d to stale 
what steps, if any, have been taken to etlueate the roiiritrymeii in the 
matter of prevention of tufienular diseases? 
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Tht Hoii’lilt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A scheme put 

forward by the TuberculoHiM Asnociatioii of Bengal for conducting' 
propagaiidu work uguinst tuberculoHix w'as a<liiiiiiistratively approved 
by Oovenimeiit who prc.poHed to make a giant towards the cost, but 
it haa not l>eeii ixwsible to laovide funds for the purpose in the present 
financial condition. If this improves, Government will consider the 
claims of this scheme along with those of other approved schemes 
awaiting provision nf funds. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when w'as the scheme put forward by the 
Tuberculosi.s Association approved by Government? 

Tha Hofi’bla Mr. BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I must ask for 
notice. 


Ministar iai ofltoers in the BakarganJ CoHeotoratSi 

S2. Maulvi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the lUnenue Dejsirtment l>e pleased to state how 
many a|>jiointments of ministerial otK« ers in the Baknrganj Collertorate 
W’ere made during the last ten years? 

(h) How many of them are Muhammadans and how many Hindus? 

Tht Hon’bis Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) CD apiminU 
mcnts. 

(h) 39 Muhammadans; .39 Hindus and Hrahmos. 


Raomitniaiit of Sub-Rogiatran from tho Tangail ami damalpur 
aubtfiviaiona. 

SI. Maulvi AZIZUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
ohargt> of tho bklm^ation (Registration) lleiwrtiueni be pleased to lay 
on tho table a statement showing from tho year 1921 to 1929 the 
respH'tivo figures of the — 

(/) Hifidu, and 
(2) Muhammadan 

Sub-Registrant taken from the Tangail and Jamalpur subdivisione of 
the Myniensinirh district? 
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MINISTER ill ChMgt •! EDUOATION (RlQItTRATION) 
DEPARTMENT (tte HWSIt Mr. Kluim|a NuiimiMNii) S A 

i« laid OB Ibe table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to umtarred quottion .Vo. €3 ihme* 
ing the number o/ Hindu titul Muhamnuidan Suh*Ktgutrar» 
appointed during the perioi! from 1921 to 1929 from among the 
residents of the Tangatl and Jamalpur suhdieisions of the district 


of Mymeniingh. 

Year. 

Hindu. 

Muhammadan 

1921 

. 1 

1 

1922 

Nil 

Nil 

192d 

. . Nil 

Nil 

1924 

Nil 

1 

1925 

Nil 

Nil 

I92t» 

Nil 

o 

WZl 

1 

Nil 

192.'^ 

Nil 

Nil 

I!t29 

Nil 

Nil 


Cum imtituM umhr 40 of tha Baiio^ Ttnanoy Aot in KhuliMi 

OollMtoratt. 

•4. Mr. MUKUNOA SENARY MULLIOK: (a) Will the Hon Ue 

MetniHT in of the Hevenue lX'|mrtnient 1 m^ filiMimM] U> Niiiia Ibo 

iiuinU*r of instituted under sertion 40 of the ]ienirul Teniincy Act 
before the last amendment of that Ac t in the ('-ourt of the ('ollcwtor and 
Subdivi.Hiona] OfficerH of Khulna. Satkhini and Bujrerhnt in H)27, 

im and lfr29? 

(h) Werc» thc^ easi's ( (inteHU*d and, if ho, up to what utaffo? 

(c) Whut wen» the results of those* eaiuui? 

id) How many of those eamm have hoen di«poiMHl id? 

(e) How many of them are still fiendinfr? 

If) If any of these are still pending, will the HoiiMde Member ha 
pleased to state the reason? 

(jg) When were these casen, which are utill pending, filed? 

(A) Are not tlieae okaea of a aummary natote? 

ti) la it not the intention of the Clorernmeni that these cuaea should 
be speedily ditpciaed of? 
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Tin Hwi’M* Sir PROVASH OHUNDER WITTER: 

(a) 



Sadsr Bagerhaf. 

3 

Satkhira. 

1027 

25 2 


li)28 

25 

128 

19211 

23 

22 


75 2 

m 


(h) Mo^t of ih(* rows w<*n» coiitont-wl up to the la^t srtiige. 



Sn'Iar, 

ftagrthat. 

Satkhini. 

AllnWcfi 

51 

2 


|{cj(*(;to<l 

21 


3 

Struck uir ... 

1 


52 

Withdrawn ... 

7t» 

2 

t: 

1.5(t 


(fl) All. 

(f) Noru‘. 

(f\ h/)^ not ari.so, 

ilalpaigiiri (Motlm) Girls’ Home. 

Ml Mauivi HA8SAN ALI: (o) Will the Hon’hle MiniMter in 
charge of the Kduratioii Ih^iitirtiueiit 1 h^ pleuseii to state — 

(i) what wum of money was graiit<Hl to the Jalfwiguri (Moslem) 
Girls' Home towanls the construction of the Home's build* 
ing; and 

(it) whether the money was aitually given to the Homo 
aiithoritie.sy 

{h) If the an.swer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon'hle 
Minister lie jdeastHl to state the reason therefor? 

Tlia HonHUa Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDINl (a) (i) Government 
have no infonnation almut the Jalimiguri (Moslem) Girls’ Home. It 
if not clear if the ineinher refeiw to the hostel which is under construe* 
tion for the aceommiNlntion of the Moslem pupils of the Jalpaiguri Girls’ 
High English St'htial, A grant of Its. for the construction of a 

new schtMil building aiul the Moslem hostel has been sanciiotietl by 
Ooveruinent. 
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(u) The first instalment of Its. 8,231 out of <he sanctioned grant 
of Be. 16,462 for Wth the school and the hostel has been jMiid to the 
authorities of the Jalpuiguri (tirls’ High Kn^lish ScIuhiI. 

(6) Ih>es not arise. 


HifNto wkioiiirs in the Ranohi MenUI 

aa Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE s Will the Iloiride Minister 
in charge <»f the Ltnal Sclf-(}overtiHient Ih*puitiiierit Iw* [deased t«* lay 
on the table a statenuMil 'ilunving for ihe la'll fixe xcuim ending IJKIO ~ 

(i) how iimny Hindu wiclown have Ihmmi adiailted from Htnigal into 
the Ilaiirhi Mental Ho'ipital; 

nt) how many of the widow Mone fr«oii !<">jM*etahle fainilit^M a»»d 
the I ante c»f *ineh wuloxw; 

mi) wfiat the jui npation of the renpeetixe iruaidiaiiH of at leait 
20 of tlieHi* xvidoxv*<; 

iir) whether any of them xvere ciinMlJ' If ♦mi, how itiau\ 

TM Hon’bln Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (i) 21 

(ii) I have no infcHTnatioii as to their status. b<xyond the fact that 
fw'o {MitieiitH are descrilMMl as llrahman and one as Kuyastha. 

(in) In the only cases in which this information run Ik» asicrtained 
the oc< n|iations of the guunlians trac'ed are those of contractor, land- 
owner and service. 

(ic) Ten were dischargiHl as cured. 


Agi-liiilit in appointing matflaai a fS oart. 

S7. Mttilvi ABDUL CHARI CHOWDHURYl (a) Will tho 
Uon’ble Minister in cdiarge of the fsK^al SelMfoverntncnl Department 
be pleasecl to state whether there is any age rest net ion in appointing 
roediiral officers? 

(6) If so, has it been strictly followwl during the last five years? 

Tim Htfi*tolp Mr. IMOY PRASAD SINCH ROYl (a) A copy of 
item 15(i) (Bengal Mctiical Sifr^ice — f in the Provincial Rervica 

Beoniitiiieiri Holes is laid on the table. 

(h) The dtserelion alloved in the Note to this nile has been 
exercised in ten cosea. 
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C^py of item No. /J (i) referred t>o in clause (a) of the amxcer to 
unstarred question No. 67. 


Service. 


Qualifioations. 


U). Ben^nl Medical Sorvite 
(Upl»er). 


( i). 4 //e.— Candidates over 28 years 
of age are not ordinarily eligible for 
apjK>intment. 


Notk. SubjtM't to the provisions of rule V (2) (a) a relaxation of 
this nwt riot ion may l)e made in the case of candidates possessing 
exceptionally high or ftpt»rial jirofessional or technical qualifications. 


Muhimmtdan ministerial oflloert in the Civil and Criminal Courts 
in the BakarganJ distriot. 

68. Mauivi MUHAMMAD HOSiAIN: (a) Will the Hoiii>Io 
MeiiilH^r in charge of the Judicial Dejuntnient he pleased to state 
whether the numlaM* of Muhammadan officei's in the ministerial upi>er 
and lower grades in the civil and criminal courts in the district of 
Haknrganj an* in ]»r(qH>rtion to the iM*rccntage fixwl hy fiovenimeiitj’ 

(h) Is the ;ll(m’hle MemWr aware that not a single iswt in the 
ufqs*r gnule has for the last ten years l)een offerini to any Muham- 
mad an y 

{(') Is tin* Hon'lde MemWr also awan* that suitable Muhammadan 
candidates an* available ^ 

id) Will the H on’hle Menils*!* 1 m* pleustsl to lay on the table u state- 
nu*nt showing the present number of ministerial clerks, lioth Hindu 
and Muhatumudan, se|mintely, in the civil and criminal courts in the 
district of liakarganj Y 

(>) Will the Ilim’hle MeinlM»r Im* pleusetl to state how many apjioint- 
ments of ministerial officers in the civil and criminal courts in Bakar- 
ganj were made during the last It) years and how many of them are 
Muhamiimdans and how* many Hindus ^ 

Tilt HtIl'Mt Mr. W. D. II. PRENTICE • (a) In the criminal courts 
the |M*n*entnge has been attuinetl, but not so in the civil courts. 

{b) It is not a fact'. Two were appoinUnl during the lost 10 years — 
one in the civil and one in the criminal courts. 
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(e) Tkere may suitable candidates, but seniority baa alao to bo 
taken into account. 

(<l) and (e) The statements are laid on the table. 


St(CUf7n(^n^A refrrnul to »« thr rt'phf to rlouft* h/) <iwf/ (r) e/ unitamd 
ipu’jftion \o. tiS. 


PnnsRXT M MBRR (»P MIMHTKKUt. tOTUK«H IN' THK ClVIL AKD 
Criminai. IVM'RTS. 


Civil 

(Viminal 


1/ uha fntiuulun . 

3.5 
. 70 


uham mathiu . 

124 

125 


Ni MHKK of U'IMUNTMKM s in tuk Civil. .%NO Ckiuinai. Cor»i« 
1IUU1.N<» I.ANT 10 \'K.AKM. 


.)/ uham mathin . 


uha m mtula u . 


Civil . Hi 2^< 

Criminal 30 .'tO 


Mitaria in Artmtoagh town. 

ii. lUi Bmiidlir SATItH CHANDRA MUKHERdll (a) U the 

Hcm'ble Minister in rharRe of the fif»<*«l Self4iovemfiient Department 
owartH- 

(t} that Aramliagh toan is malaiioiis and very insanitary; 

(ft) that the otbeers and the [MH»ple of the place are always in danger 
of their health; and 

fttt) that the resources of the lo<al niunicipaltly are inailectuaie tor 
anti-malarial measures? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the 6k>verBineni 
considering the desirability of — 

(t) making a grant to enable the municipal authorities to start and 
carr>’ on anti-malarial measures; and 

(it) jKmting peniianently a sanitary' otficer at that place as a special 
C4»8e? 


Th« Hofl’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) As in state- 
merit annexed. 

(ii) There is the siinie risk to jiersonal health in Ammliagh as in 
other pliMCH with high figures for malaria. 

(ifi) The income of the Aranilmgh inuinriimlity is alnnit Us. 18,(K)0, 
the incidence of taxation IwMng IN. l-r»-;} )>er head based on a rate of one 
|>er cent, on income a^Tording t<^ circumstances and property. These 
figures go to show tliat the inctuiie of the t(»vvn is inadeipiate to cope with 
malaria, hut (hat the resouices available thifuigh taxation have not l)een 
fully develoiied. 

(f*) (i) The claims of (he municipality to a grunt for anti-mularia) 
measures will have to la* considered in ((mipanson with those from other 
towns similarly situatwl, but. in the alwence (d any hwal assiK-iation such 
as an anti-malarial co-operative s<siety forme<l to cope with this pro* 
Idem, it could not satisfact(>rily 1 h' met ]>y a (io\ eminent grant ahme. 

(/») The Director of Public Health has deputed an officer to make 
special inquiries into the condition of Aramhagh, but officers are not 
posted by the Department of Vublie Health ]>ormunently to individual 
municipalities. 


Stafement referml to tn repitf to rlauio* (o) (i) of un.ntarrrd question 

.Vo. m. 

The following nie the figures of admission for malaria at the Aram* 
hagh dis|>en8ar>' for the five years to — 


Yesr. 

Mtdmsim, 

ToOii MirntMioiwi. 

nth. 


t>,t>t;t; 

9,S79 

67-5 

11^26 

7,H49 

10,Si^2 

72*1 

ll>2i 

t»,r»42 



\m 

7,943 

11,106 

7D5 

1929 

7,133 

10,456 

63*2 



QUESTIONS. 


48 


ISiL] 

file deaths from malaria duriug the samo (leriiHi aie : — 


Year. 

Mmlan* ttraOM. 

l>r«ifa nile p»r 1,000 
of |K>(niwlion. 

llt2o 

48 

IM 


til 

7*8 

11)27 

4:> 


11)28 


7i> 

11)21) 

<12 



tandlards* transfer 1m. 

70. Bibu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY GHOWDHURYl Will thr 
Hon ’hie MenilH»r in rhaiye of tho l)f*|mrtm<‘nl U* pleaiied to 

lay on the table a ntateinent Mho\viuj»', diMlrirt 4littrir(-- 

(i) the total amount of lHn<llor<U’ feoN rouliKed under the provtHiotkS 
of the llen^al TeiiHiirv Aineinlment Art ninre the Art rame 
int<» forre up to the ‘lint DereinlwT, 
if/l the amount dl.Htrihuted 1<» the lainllord’«: 

(ill) the amrmnt ulill Ivinv' in Ihe ('tdlertorate ; 

<it’i what pro|M»itionH (d the iiionevH referred to ui (n, (i$) and (iii) 
are due to lo-sharer laiidlord?i a« di^tinrt fn»m Hole land- 
lords : 

(r) the amount of undi*<trihufe<l landloriK* fi»«**< Ivin^* in the 
rolhMtoriite of each distrirt for over six months; 

(ni what |»ortioii of it helon)fJ» fn !»ole landlords; 
irii» what is the < ause of diday in ilistnhiitintr the amounts referred 
t4» ill (r) and (ri): anil 

(rm) what steps, if any, do the Government limteinplate taking to 
remove the diflirultie** and to farilitale the withdrawal of 
landlord*!’ fees hv co-sKorer landlords? 

tfM Htn«Ms to FROVAtN GHUNDBR MITTiRs (0. (it) and (nt) 
A statement is laid on the taWe. 

(ie), (r) and (n) The information is m»t available. 

(mi) Does not arise. 

(riii) As the faidlitiiw fw withdrawal provided l>y the axisting law 
and rnlaa would be ample if the landlcMrds made full use of them, Qof* 
muneiil'-de not’ propoee to taka any Inriher atepi in the ,iiia.itirv.««at 
fnesMii. 
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SMement nfmed to in the reply to daueee (»). (ii) and {»•») ofunetarndqiuttion 
No. 70,thomnt (1) the amount of tranefer fee realieed, (2) the amount 
paid to landlorde, and (3) the balance of the amount ouUtfanding from let 
April, 1929, to diet December, 1930. 


Biftrict. 

Rooeipt*. 

Payraente. 

Balance. 



Hr. 

lia. 

ItH. 

Ikkarii^iij 

... 

3.‘j(Mir>7 

1,30,797 

2,59,260 

]kinkura 

... 

l,u;l,981 

45,438 

1.48,54.3 

Birbhuiii 

... 

2,28.210 

1.13,801 

1,14,409 

Bogra 

0*. 

2,27,060 

1,01,494 

1,2.5„566 

Burdwan 

... 

3,55,225 

2,05,136 

1,50,089 

Chittagong 

... 

1,19.0S0 

30,.320 

88,770 

Dacca 

... 

5,97,276 

2,46,491 

.3,50,785* 

Dinajpur 


:i.8.H,742 

1,94,787 

1,88,955 

Farid pur 


3,26,674 

1,22,457 

2.01,217 

Hooghly 


2,85,868 

2,19.183 

66,685 

Howrah 


1.86.472 

t!8,181 

1,18,291 

Jalpaignri 

... 

71,.5<(7 

46,911 

24,596 

olcsHoro 


82,879 

.39,095 

13,784 

Khulna 


1.24.766 

9.M79 

29.587 

Malda 

... 

2,29,623 

1,50,523 

79,100 

Midnapore 


4.86,038 

2,(K),665 

2.85,373 

Murahidabaci 


2.17,.308 

1,6.5,088 

52,220 

Mymenaingh 


8.22,402 

.3.95,.550 

4,26,842 

Nadia 


1,47,0^10 

56,266 

91464 

Noakhali 



69,772 

56414* 

Pabaa 

... 

:kl0.672 

1,02,451 

2.08421 

Hajihahi 


2.92.254 

1,40,141 

142,113* 

Raagpur 

... 

4.47,485 

.3,22,149 

145442 

Tippara 

... 

3.77,368 

98,916 

2.78i,452* 

2i-Pargaaaa 

... 

2.41,782 

1.47,245 

94,537 

Total 

... 

72,71,955 

35,08,040 

37,63415 


• EniMiii« as«M for th> l«t qaoMor of ItMk 
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i •» tht CovwMMnt of Boncal for itSI^S. 

Moil’blo Mr. A. MARR: Sir, it in «nce aimiu my iiiivileg^, |,ut 
m the peculiar circumstaiioes of this year a somewhat doubtful privileire 
to present to the Council the hud>re( estimates of the (Invernnieiit of 
Ben^. They are accompanied as usual hy the financial statement 
which explaina the detailed bud^.-t hea.Is. and I trust that members 
will find there the inloriiiation that they nuumv If. however anv 
member desires further enlightenment on any point. Imth Mr. Blaiidv 
and myself will be glad to see him either here or in Writers’ Buildings 
and my colleagues will also l«. plea-sMl to assist in anv wav us regard! 
the (lepartwentH uinler their neveral ehar^roN. 

I have 8nia that the privilej^e of introfJuf » huiljfet hui h ai. 
to-day H IK a Hornewhat doubtful one, and my reuKon fur fmvinif thia 
IK that the prrwpeet very gloomy from all |MiintH of view. Two mili» 
factors have contrihuted to this situation. 


It is a matter of general knowletlge that during this year there 
haii In^en a woild-wide depressifm in trade and rfuiimerre. and I need 
not labour this iwint. TIuh flepression ha*, eoineidefl in different part# 
itf the worhl with l)uiniH*r eropK in wheat, eotton »u»d other etimmo- 
dities. The two ei-op« that foncern us moKt intimately in Bengal are 
inlc and rice. Thi« year we exjwct to have what the De}>artinent of 
Agriculture reckon to W the second largest jute crop on re<'ord. This 
tact, together with the severe dn»p in the world demand, has caused 
[>rireh of raw jute to fall phenomenally low, and the jute cultivators, 
^sjMTially of Kust Bengal, have suffered accordingly. Again, we alsO' 
•X|»ert tf> have a very lfirgt» rice ( n.p this year. While this is f'omfoll- 
ng fif»m (he |Miiiit fif view of an ample f(KHl>siipp}y, it comes hani on 
!irtn\ of the cultivators. Beiigii] is not a laigf* rice-exporting pnivince, 
int eertain eultivators gi<fw more padd^ than is neeeKsary for their 
•wn refpiirpmentK and dejienfl for ready money on IcK^al sahw of their 
•xcesK grain. One does not usually grumhle at the l>ounti fulness of 
Mature, but the result this year of these two good crops is that there 
s ft definite want of ready casb amongst the cultivatorH and others of 
hat claKK. This deficiency of ready money is diriH’tly reflected in 
«rtain heads of our revenue such as “Kirise,” “RegiKtratioii,’" 
'Stamps,” and “fiand R^ts-enue'* as far as estates directly tmder 
lovernment management are eonceriied. Ooveniment can only hope^ 
hat this depriNision in trade and cf»mmeree will rapidly flisappear and 
hat the world demand will return to normal at as early a date as 
»oaaible. 


The other factor which has seriously disturbed our budget this year 
I the civil disobedience movement. While it ia impossible to any 
ow much of tbe decrease in our revenue is due to the factor of trade 
efueeaton and how much to the civil disobecliem;^ movement, it ia 
ertain that the latter movement has affected our tweipta, eapectally 
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under **£xciee/’ On the expenditure side of the budget* however* the 
position is much clearer and we can definitely point to increases of 
expenditure under certain heads as being due to this movement. 
I shall deal with this point in more detail later on. 

Jiet us now turn to the final figures of the year 1929-«30. The budget 
estimate anticipated a closing balance of Hs. l,(»fi,05,000, and I raised 
this to Rs. 1,87, 27, (KM) in the final revised estimate which I presented 
last year. Actually, however, the closing balance of that year proved 
to be better than anticipated by Rs. 7,51,000. There was a saving in 
expenditure of Rs. 13,62,000, chiefly under the heads *'9 — Registrar 
tion” and “22 — General Administration,” due mainly to the provision 
for the transmission of landlords’ fees under the amended Tenancy Act 
proving to be too high, while savings also occurred under the beads 
“Adininistratiou of Justice,” “Police,” “Medical” and “Civil Works.” 
The revenue, however, failed to come up to expectation to the extent 
of Rs. 6,11,000. The net improvement was thus Rs. 7,51,000 over my 
revised estimate. 

The sanctioned estimates for the current year provided for a total 
receipt of Rs. 13,60,57,000, including an opening balance of 
Rs. 1,87, 27, (KK) and n total expenditure of Rs. 12,6(b5(i,000, leaving u 
closing balance of Rs. J,00,01,(HX) to la* carried forward to 1931-32. * It 
is in the first place nw’essary to explain how these anticipations mis- 
carried. In the meeting of thi.s House on the 10th instant Mr. S. M. 
Bose asked two questions relating to the decrease in revenue as compared 
with the budget in the first nine months of the year and the increase 
or decrease in expenditure, also a.s compared with the i)ndget, under 
the various heads during the sunie period. I asked him to wait for his 
information till to-day, partly becuuse 1 ha<l not then received the nine 
months' actuals when the questions came up, while those of six months 
would have Wen misleading, and partly Wcause I wished b) correct a 
misapprehension which to be implied in the form of his 

questions. 1 will take the hitter point first. Actuals cannot b«' usefully 
compared with Inulget provision over any specified perioil less than a 
year becatwe the pn>gress of revenue and expeniliture is not even 
throughout the year. Thus I>and Revenue, as all members of this 
House are aware, f omes in mainly on four fixed dates in the year, while 
receipts from Registration are usually heaviest in the last three months. 
On the other hand, expenditure on Public Works and the like is much 
greater in the setHind than in the first half of the year on acc*oiint of the 
monsoon. What we do, therefore, is to compare our actual receipts 
and expenditure for any period* not with the corresponding proportion 
of the budget figure* but with the actuals of preceding years over the 
Mone penod, and see by how much we are up or down on the previoiiB 
year or years. Then on this basts and after taking such other factoit^ 
as are Iwown to us, into account we frame revised estimates for Bie 
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trliole year. I sliaU now give the miient figures under the chief 
Bevoiae and Expenditure heads, and I think that Mr. Bose will derive 
fnnn these the information which he was seeking when he pul bis 
questions. The nine months’ actuals show the following dwreases aa 
compared with the year 1929 - 30 : - 


Tiand Hevenut* 

Excise 
Forests 
Hcfi^istratinn 
Scheduled Taxes (i.e., 
Betting Taxes) 
Stamps 


Its. 

... 33 .m.lMH) 
. 4 ,r) 2 ,{KH) 

4 Mm) 

Amumujients and 


(but thiH Uitt baum uioiudfsi the 

WUitlftlit IIV'tltiolUNt ll|«t 
ymr of Uh. ftL'.as.tHB)) 


Other heads show sli^rht iricren.ses or decrease.s, Imt the (utal <»f the 
lleveniie heads for 0 months is Bs. 0.91 .H| us a^unst 

llh. (i,tinj 5 , 0 (K) (excludinjr the windfall of Bs. .V 2 , 0 H.IKKI from one 
■estate as probate duty) for the sano* period last yeai a drop f)f 
Bs. (W.dd.fKM) f>n this basi.s. a.s ju*»t cxjdaitusi, I liaxc fixed (he 
total revised estimate on Bevenue account at IN. f).8I /Ki.fHK), or, 
exclndinjr the uiridfall referred to alxive, Bs, 1 , 0 | less than the 
total actuals of 1929-30 and Bs. 1 , 14 , 38,009 less than the estiinate 
adopted by the Founcil last _\ear. Against this we have the Hmoll 
inctea.He in the openinjn: balance already nieiiti(<ned of Bs. 7 . 31.000 and 
tlu tollouinjr variations under the capital IhumIs : 

A. tuaU, I92fl 3^). Hudtfft. IlhlO .XI. ItcvsM^J. HMOmII. 

K«. Ra. Bs. 

Bet tdpts on Capital 

uccounta 42 , 23 .fK )0 76 , 76 ,(KJ 0 97 . 44,000 


The increa#i« this year as compared with (he last > ear’s actuaU in 
due partly to Bh. 21 , 70,000 which we have l>ot rowed btr the Darnodar 
Canal and the Bakreshwar Irrigation wheines for which nothing’ was 
borrowed InM year, and [tartly to increased Inirrowings for financing 
the Bally Bridge and the Council Chamlter. The subvention of 
B.S, 19 , 30.000 for improvement of ju-ovinf ial roads from (be Bond 
Development Jund ia aljwt indudefl in the ievis4Ml <»»timate which 
aceminta for the increaiw^ as compared with the budget figiiie. 

I BOW timi to the Expenditure side. The tncretiied expendfitun 
which (tovemment had to face on acocmnt of the jmbtersive political 
moTement made them realise fairly early in the year that itenml 
latreiiehmeBt would be neceasaiy. The pentistent fail in revenue, which 

4 



BUDGET SPEECH. 


[23»d Pkb. 


HO 

niiJii mainly W ojicriWd to the world dejireftsion in trade, made this even 
more evident. Stringent orders to effect economy were passed and the 
budget has been thon)ughly examined several times with a view to the 
postponement of unesHentiul expenditure. 

The actuals for the first nine months, however, as compared with 
those of the same period last year, are likely to be misleading, as any 
statement prepared on this basis will not take into account the fact that 
under most heads increased pmvision for expenditure wag made in the 
budget. 1 shall therefore dniw attention to the more important 
increases and decreases. Under “Jail.s and Convict Settlements” the 
first nine months showed an increased expenditure of Rs. 7,60,000, as 
compared with an increased provision in the budget for the whole year 
of Its. JlO,(KM) only. ‘‘Polii’e ' .similarly .showed an increase of 

Hm. 7,82,01)0, as against an increased provision for the w'hole year of 
Its. 6,27, (KM), “('ivil Works” showed an iiicrea.He of Its, 7,04,(HM), as 
against an increased budget provision for the whole year of 

Rs. 4,10.(KM). “(leneral Administration,” on fli** other hand, sliowed an 
increased expenditure of Rs. 2,66,0(K) for nine months against au 
increased [uovision for the whcde year of Its. 5, 67, (KM), the increase 
here being somewhat below the budget proiwrtion. “Education (Trans- 
ferred)” similarly shows an increase of Its. 1,38,(M)0 against the total 
increasi^ in the budget of Rs. 6,17,(MK). “Public Health” and “Agricul- 
ture” also show increases of over a lakh during the nine months. The 
two most important decreases are Rs. 1,61>,0(K) under “Itegistration,” 
which is chiefly due to the fulling off in dcM iiments presented for 
registrafiou, whn h naturallN results in decreased exjHmditnre, and 
Rs. 1 ,rKi,(KM) under “Medii’al due to postponement of expenditure, while 
exfwnditure in England also shows a drop of over a lakh, which is due 
to fewer ottic(‘rs being on leave during the jn^rioil, and smaller charges 
on account of superannuation allowances and pensions. The other 
variations in expenditure, as eompared with the previous year, are 
(omparatively small and do not call for comment. 

In view of the economieg which the departments are known to be 
effecting, the revised estimate of total expenditure on Revenue beads 
has been placed at Rs. 11.55,48,000 against Rs. 11,33,49,000 actually 
spent in 1929410 and the budget provision of Rs. 11,76,53,000. I may 
here remind the Council that in the August session they pa«ed ihm 
following supplementary grants: — 

Ei. 

... ... ... 10,48, «» 

... ... ... 8,78,000 

CivU Work* ... ... ... 4,15.«0» 


TMd 


3Mt.00O 
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Tkk figure lias to be added to the original budget provision to 
give the total amount available for ex|Huiditure. ^hieh is thun 
Hs. 12,00,49,000. The revised estimate having l)een }daeeil at 
IN. 11,55,48,000 under the Ifevenne heads, the net ^niiigh eeme to 
Us. 46,01,000. 

The difference Wtween the budget figure Uv 84,00,000 and the 
revised estimate of Us. T0,80,(M)0 for expenditure i>n tapital actount 
(omes to Rs. 10,20,0(M) and is mainly due to the expenditure during the 
year on the Bally Bridge and the New {’oum il ('hamluT being les** than 
was originally antieipated and to the non-utili'tntion itt full <»f the 
provision for loans to district hoards for iinproveiuent of lural unfer- 

supply. 

Ihe net rt^sult is a saving of Us, 5r},24,(H)0 on the total grant of 
Re. 12,84,52,000 inclusive of the eupplementary gnint of lU. J.'l.fHi.OtKh 
but ua revenue show's a total drop (d Re. Ih'hfHhfKKf on the budget 
figure we shall In’* xrorse off by Ue. ^t8. (>0,000 than we ^•stilllllted, 
When, however, I presented the budget Inst year, I Imfuni to tliwie 
this year with a balance of Re. 1, 00,01, (KHf. Our actual ojiening 
balance has proved to be Wtler by Rs. 7,51,000, but on the other hand 
we have in the August sivssion drawn to the extent of Re. 2d,9(».lK)0 
on this hulance, and on uur estimates we are down b> He. '18,60.000 
tis explaine<i alxtve. The result is that we ex|itH*t to curry forwanl to 
next .year a luilance of Re. 44,tfO,(KKf only I shouhi here iniiind the 
House that hithert<» a < losing balance of one croi'i* of rufe'es has Ihhui 
reganle<l as the minimum margin of safety. It has, in spite of dra.sfie 
^‘onomtes, fallen well ladow that miniinuin, and as I shall ha\e to **hew 
presently, next vejir will see even our piesent small in.iigin disap|s'ar. 
Before I procetsl to do this, how'«*ver, it will l)c only fair t(> the ( ouncil 
to explain in somcwdiat more detail how the <lifTcren*'es the 

budget and reviswl es(iiiiut<‘s ha\e lK*en prcsliiccd, and 1 cannot start 
better than with the bill of costs of the <‘ivil disolHslience movement. 
These come under the five heads ‘*2(>--'!*olice,*’ “47 -Miscidlancous, 
'«26— .Tails," "41— (’ivil Works" and "24— Administration of Justice." 

The extra exp<»tiditure has lw*en i-alciilated under *’ Police at alniut 
Rs. 10,46,000, under "Jails" at Us. O.tKf.OOO, under “Administration of 
Justice for Special Trihuiiuls" Us. under Mist'eHaneoiis in 

connection with detenus at Rs. 1.8.1,(KK), under ( ivil Viiorks at 
R«. 6,66,000, or a total figure of Rs. 28} lakhs. 

To this bill of actual extra exfienditure an uncertain ]s»rtion of the 
fall in revenue is undoubtedly to lie added. The subversive move- 
Mat is directly responsible for part of the fall under "Exriw'" and pro- 
hildy indirectly for some of that under "lU»gistTa(ion" and "KUmps," 
for as members of this House are aware, a sense of insecurity is 
immediolely refiected in litigation and in transactions which liave 
^H itna l ir ly to be cryataUised in a registration office. The fail in rerenii# 
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Attributable to the luovement is however a matter of academlo rather 
than practical interest. The queetion which Government had to face wan 
bow to meet the actual extra expenditure. Under “Police*’ the budget 
grant wa» 2,15,43,000, which was supplemented by an additional 
grant of Its. 8,78,t)00 voted by Council in the August session, making a 
total of Its. 2,24,21,tKK) available for expenditure. The budget estimate 
of expenditure was 11s. 2. 15, 43, (KH), and the additional expenditure, as 
stated already, Us. 10,4G,0(K); but the revised estimate of total expen- 
diture comes to Us. 2,20,T8,(KM» only. That is to say, the additional 
•expenditure has Wen met partly from the extra grant voted by this 
House and the extent of Us. 5,11,000 by ecmiomies effected within 
the department. 

The position under ‘Mails” is iiimh the same: the original budgeted 
grant of Us. ‘2ft,45dMM) under the minor head “Jails” was supplemented 
b>' the vote of this House to the extent of Us. 10,43,000, making an 
nviiilahle t»jtal for expenditure of Us. 39,88,000. The budget estimate 
■of expenditure was Us. 20,45,tMHh the extra expenditure as already 
statwl Its. 9,tM),(KK), a total of Us. •'18M5,t)Ot), while acc(jrding to my 
revised estimate the total expenditure under the minor liead “Jails” will 
1)0 Us. 37,85,000, shewing a saving of Its. 00,000, which means that 
internal economien in the department wliich could not W arciirately 
forecast when (he '•upjdenieiitarv demamls were put fi^rward have 
Tendered that amount of the supplementary gn^nt unnecessary. 

As regards (‘jvil Woiks, the extra expendOurt* on jail.s, etc., lias 
nnuuiiited (<> Its sis stated alrea<Iy, but only t(>ken grants 

to meet thi^ )la^e heen ohtaiiieil from this House. The r*v<t has lK*en 
found hv the stoppage (»r slowing tlowii of works where this was 
pfissilile. 

The ctisl of (hdenus comes under the head “47 — (Miscellaneous,” 
undtu’ which theoiigiiuil provi«»ion wan Its. 10, 0(K) which it is pnqaised to 
supplement to (he extent of U-^. 1.73, OIK), for whi(‘h the v(»te of this 
House will W asked shortly. 

I have Wen referring repeatedly to supplementary grants votiwl 
bv the Couiu il. }»ul wish to make i\ ( lear that the money which the 
Uouncil votes has to come fn.m s^unewhere. Unlike the resourceful 
genie of Aladdin’s lamp, the Council, however willing, cannot bring 
money from the air. The supplementary grants voted by this House 
■come out of, and accordingly ie<luce. the Provincial Wlances. Gov- 
ernment, therf'bu’c, being faced with this heavy additional exjMuiditure 
and with a falling revenue, had, as already explained, to look round for 
all possible reductions in expenditure in order to avoid the provincial 
balance Wing entirely depletetl hy the extra grants for which they had 
f e nftk. As a result of cnrefttl scrutiny of the departmental budgnU pro- 
visions for ex|>euditurc amounting to Ra. 40,67,000 were suirendered 
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up to December, aad some further eurrenders have Im-n made »ii„* 
the anstmae hdidays and indeed are still coming i« f„ ,he Fiaan.e 
DHMl^eDt- Though this has gone some way )„ mitigate the effect of 
the mcreaaed expenditure and fallen revenues, to whii h 1 have alluded 
it has not sufficed to maintain the Provincial balance at the figure wliich 
I estimated last year. 

Before passing on to the estimates for next year there in uno 
further point m connection with the current year that miuires explami. 
tion. The budget estimate of receipts from “Interest*’ included 
Rs. 3,28,(K)0 on account of interest on a fixtHi de^iosit with the (Govern- 
ment of India of nii>ees one rn>re for four months and of Rs. (K) lakhs 
for the remainder of the year. Umler the arrangement with the (Govern, 
ment of India, if a ItM^al (loverument places a fixtHl de]N>sit with the 
Government of India and fails to maintain it f,»r four ctmsecutive 
months out of that period, they f«>rfeit all iuleiest thenstn UV 
succwded in maintaining our de|>osi( at a croiv (»f rupavs fnmi April 
to July, after whic h it was nsluced tcc sixty lakhs, hut from August 
we liegun in fall lieh>w that figure, dropp’d further in (htoU^r, and 
were reduced to a very lt»w figure’ in Nc»vemlM’r. (Government made the 
utmost endeavour hy pwtpming expuiditure, whercMer pyssilde, till 
Januaiy and by other ways to ensure a favourable babincs’ in that 
month. Fnfortuiiately the efioit failed with the result that we have 
lost the whole* of cnir intc’rest on Hs. (Jtt lakhs fnv eight tuontlis. 

I now turn to next year, tin* prospe<'ts of whieh are, I i egret to sa^", 
even more glcMuny than the results of l!fitO-:t|. We estimate to cany 
forward a bulaiice of Us. cmlv against tfiat crore of rupees 

which has hitherto been considered tbe margin ctf siifefv. Our total 
estimated receipts on Revenue account are Rs. JO, '»T. 4l^^KK) and on 
Capital Its. 59,0<S,(KK), i.e., the amount available for expenditure is 
Rs. ] 1 ,17,1 (t, 000. t hir total estimatc'd expenditure on Rev<*niic account 
is R«. ll.rmJiJl.OOO ancl on ('upital Un. 70,07,0(Kb making 
Rs. 12, 25, 70, (MX) in all. These figure's result in a nc't e\c ess of expendi- 
ture over income of Rs. 1 ,OtS,00,(M)0, but to this the bdlowiug items 
totalling Rs. 30,01 JXK) have to Iw added to provide for the following 
fixeii liabtlitiee, which represent the balances of certain fiimls (hat w«f 
are not at litierty to touch for ordinary purpcKes:-- 




!{«. 

Bulanc'e of Famine Insurance 

Fond 

. i.'i.ua.noii 

Balance of Press Dejrreciation 

Fund 


Balance of Road I)c»velopiiient 

Fund 



Total 

. 25,4l,OflO 
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well ns Am. d^dOfOOO on accoant ol poamliie iacreaaed demaiida imdor 
'^Tolioo” and ‘^Education/’ Our total requirement# thu# stand at 
As. 1,^,67,000, but to meet this we shall have only the opening 
halanoe of As. 44,90,000 and therefore shall hare to bontm 
As. 94,67,000. If, however, we do not have to spend any portion of 
the As. 30,91,000 to which I have just referred, our total deficit on the 
year’s working will be As. 63,76,000 only. The figure As. 30,91,000 
has accordingly been shoan as our closing balance and has oom- 
spondingly swelled the provision under * 'Advances” from the Pmvineiai 
Loans account. The latter stands at As. 1,13,67,000 and consists of— 

As. 

(а) lA)auH for Bally Bridge, this Council 

building and the Damodur and the 
Bttkreshwar Tnigatum Projects ... 19,00,000 

(б) The difference lietween our estimated 

receipts and our estimated actual out- 
goings less the opening luilonce ... 94,67,000 


Total ... 1.13,67.000 


This Iasi sum will not be taken a.s a loan all at oinv but will 1 k‘ obtaineil 
by overdmwing our account with the (Government of India as need 
arises during the year. 

The estimated receipts under the various Uevernie heads in the 
coming year anticipate some re<overy from the ilisastnnm figures of 
19d(l-.il, but we (‘aniiot afTf»rd to he tof> sanguine, as there is little 
indication that the pre.sent trade «lej»ression will pass in the near future, 
while even if the exis^ted iinpr<»vement in the juditical situation does 
come ulsiut and the peaceful elements among the ]>€>op1e are suffered to 
go about their lawful avcM'ation.s without let or hindrance fn>m the 
partiKans of Congress, their buying power has Wn s<» much reduced 
that we cannot exjMM'l them to contribute to a very sul>stanttal rise in 
revenue. The total under the Revenue heads has l>een fixed, a.s mem- 
bers will oliserve, at As. 10.57,42.060 being As. 75,46,000 more than 
the revised estimate for the current year, or an increase of about 7*7 
per cent. On the other Hand, it will lie noticed that this figure is con- 
siderably leM than the actual ret^eipts of the three Iasi years which 
{excluding the windfall of As, 52,08.000 in 192940) averaged 
As. 10,87.91,000. The estimates under the several heads have been 
explained in the Pinancial Statement, and I need here only draw atten« 
tion to the following : — 

Under **l4and Aevenue” an increase of As. 4} lakhs ha# been taken 
under fixed collections and of As. 8 lakhs under Qovemainnt eatatca tn 
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tlk« «itp®ct»ti®ii that M>me of the onrreiit year*e arrears will be made up 
sad that the settlement and resettlement of «u)me Government estates 
will faaolt ia lai^er collections. Some improvement is also anticipated 
under “Excise/’ though the figure taken is considerably Mow those 
of the previous years. “Stamps” have during the current year sheam 
mm*t astonishing fluctuations; rneipts were to a %^rying degree lielow 
those of the previous year each month up to July. August and (k'tober 
shewed an improvement on 1929, but XovemWr and l)e<ember again 
declined, while January was not only the worst month in the vent but 
the lowest on recoivl since 19SW. In the ho|ie that we have touched 
bottom I have for next year raised the revised estimates under non- 
Judicial and Judicial stamps by Rs. 13 and 10 lakhs respertively. The 
latter includes Rs. 9,00,000 on account of charges for transmission of 
landlords* fees, coriesponding to the provision of Ilf. 8,00,000 made in 
the current year’s budget. The head ‘‘Interest*’ shows a rwlurtion of 
Rs. 2, 88, IKK) on the current year’s estimate, which is due to the fact 
that it will not he possible to place any money on defstsit with the Gov- 
ernment of India. The receipts uinler “XXX — (’ivil Works’* shew an 
increase of about Rs. 16 lakhs, winch is dut\ as explained in the budget 
stntemeiit, to receipts from the Road Development Fund, while the 
dernmsc* under “Stationery and l*niitiiig” is due to the fact that this 
year we are getting an almonnul paytmmt from the Government of India 
on account of work in coiine< tion with t)»e (Vnsus. The dis tvase of 
lls. 44, IKK) under “M».H<‘eIlaiieous'' as against the revised estimate of the 
current year is ex|daiiit»d by the fact that this year we rcs-eived an nn- 
exj^ected contiihution of that sum iis onr share of i.'tiO,(KK) additional 
fmymcnt by the Govcrniiiciil of (inuit Hritaiii lowunls tin* co**l (»f th»* 
Indian Statutory (\unnnssion. 'Flic \anations under the other H4‘veiine 
heads do not call for further (•omincnt than is Mi|*{died in the Finuitcial 
Statement. 

The total expenditure undei the Heveinie lieadM i** estimated at 
Rs. 1 1 ,5*),<)!),tKK) or Hs. 2l.fKMt (iii)\ m excels i»f the re\H4Ml estimate, 
hut Rs. '20,H4,0(K) Iwdow the budget estimiili* foi the nirreiit \ear The 
figures under the various heads have Imsmi explained in the Fiiium ial 
Statement, and I need only draw attention now to a few of the more 
important points. 1 aull first remind the House that as f»ur estahlish- 
menta are paid ac’cording hi time-scales a certain amount of growth 
tB axpenditure has to be incurred every %ear until e(|uilihrititn in 
VMrhf^, which to some extent reduces the effect of the ecemomiet 
whieh the aeveral de^iartnienu have made. SiH’oiicIly, in view of the 
c^mppeanitire of the Provincial balam-e it will be necemian U> carry 
<Hi in 1931-32 mueb of the reduction effected in 1936-31, but a* I shall 
ahortly »hfw, we have also made provision for some of the abnormal 
wxtra expenditure which the condifiona of this year have rendered 
imcMaary. The House will notice that the provisions for the oofning 
fear are under moat of the heads leas ihan etilier the ravtaed or tim 
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budget proviaion for 1930-31, while the only important incraasM over 
the latter occur tinder “Jails,*' “Police," “Public Health" and 
“Miscellaneous." I shall deal with these shortly in the comments 
which I shall now make on some of the heads. 

Escite . — The reduction in the price charged by the Government of 
India for opium and an anticipated smaller consumption of this drug,, 
accounts for a reduction of Us. 1,43,000 under this head. 

Stainpi . — The charges vary with the revenue, and as we are hoping 
for an improvement in the latter increased provision has to be made 
foi the fonner. Under this head Government are asking the Council 
to vote a provision of Us. 100 a month as special pay to the Probate 
Deputy Collector of •the Calcutta Collectoraie who has been doing 
most excellent work and has been mainly instrumental in obtaining 
for Government the full duty payable on certain big estates which 
have recently become liable. 

Under “ForeHis” expenditure on the new, and, us \ie hope, 
remiinerativi*, Sundarhatis division is mainly responsilile for the increase 
over the revised estimate under head 8, while certain new exjienditure 
has been provided uinler bead 8.\. 

The various items under “Irrigation” have been ^'xplained in the 
Financial Statement, and I need only refer to the receipt of Us. 2i 
lakhs which we hope to get fnim the (iovernment <d India on account 
of the dreilger “Uonaldshay" which will probaldy conlinue to work 
in the Andamans (ill the end of Octola^r next. 

Members may mitioe that the provision for “Interest on other 
obligations” has been transferred from “\oted” to “Noii-voted." 
This follows on u ruling of the Auditor-General and is indeed natural 
as the jmyment of interest upon refumls of land rt*venue has to l)e made 
under the onlers of u court of law. I mention this as the change haa 
only just Iwen nuule and memliers may wonder wdiy only the other 
day 1 asked tVmmil to regularise by their vote certain ex|>enditure 
of (his nature in 19284^1. 

“General Administration” shows an increase over the revised and ft 
anmll reduction on the budget provision for the current year. The 
Financial Statement explains the various items, and I need only 
draw attention to the lump sum of Us. 19.000 provided under tbe 
Legislative Departnumt for exiienditure in connection with admiiiift- 
tmtion of this building. Until some experience has been gained it it n^ 
possible to frame any accurate estimate of the expenditure that will 
be required in connection with the conduct of our delibemt ions and 
in keeping the building and its precincts in a condition worthy of thin 
Houee. A lump provision has accordingly been made which it » 
iKiped will suffice to cover ike eweotial expenditure. 
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‘^Administration of Justice"' calls for no remarks except that 
Govamment trust that the provision of Bs. 34,000 for * ‘Special 
Tribunals* ' may prove to be unnecessary. 

The same remark applies to the estimate under “Jails and Convict 
Settlements** where we have provided against (he continuance of the 
present abnormal political situation throughout next year. If this 
improves — and I think that all members of this House agree with me 
in praying that it may improvt^ — then our exjjendituro under this head 
vill be considerably less. 

The estimates under “20 — Police** allow for normal growth but 
include provision for eight months for the additional executive and 
ninistenal sttiff in the S|)ecial Bniiich of the (Vlcutta Police, and for 
ux months’ retention of the extra tenij>ornry District Intelligimce and 
Criminal Investigation staffs which have had to b<‘ sanotionwl to oope^ 
vith the present juditical situation. I*rovision for other lulditional 
itaff for which a supple in entarv grant was voted bv Council this year 
las not lieen made Im^voiuI the term of the existing sanctions, but 
ihouid the situation in)t impiove as we hope it will, (Joveniinent will 
lave to upproai'h the (*ounciI again tor n Mipplementarv grant next 
rear. 

I should also invite attention to the change in classification which 
is noted in the Financial Statement under “Bailway Polnc** and to the 
provision of IN, 4o,(KMI for rearmament under “Police Training 
Sc'hool . ’ ’ 

Fioler “Mducation** (Transferred^ the anti(ipnted ex|M*nditure haa 
tieen reduced to lls. 1 against the revised estimate in the 
'iirrerit year of IN. 1 TIiin has l»eeii eflfeeted iiiaiitiy |||r 

he [H>st|ionemont rJ ex|s‘nditiire which cannot la* regardiMl us iinmo* 
liately essential, hut I should draw attention to the [>rovisjon of 
[Is. 25. (KM) for the intriKluction of compulsory physical cultun* and of 
Etn extra IN. 4tt,tKM) for increased gnintH-in-aid to primary scImmjIs 
and to the fact that IN. l,2J*.tMMI for nondfovernnient erts (olleges 
which was withheld thin year on account of the finam ial jswiitiiiti 
laa been providetl in full next year. The Ooiiiicil will also notico that 
while the budget provides the usual grunts for the Calcutta Cniversity 
the reviseil estimate was rais^nl bv tipw^ards of IN. U lakhs. Corres- 
pondence is going on N't ween the Cniversity and ( Jovcriiment with 
i view to the stabilisation of the amount of assistance which it obtaina 
^rom Govertuneni. It was expected that negotiations would be con* 
dnded in time for an extra grant to be paid this year and the revised 
Mtimate has been fnitned atconlingly, but so far no agreement haa 
leen reached. 

The esUmates under “Medical** show a decrease of about Hs. 3 lakh# 
Ml the eurrent year’s budget and an in cr s a i ie of aUmt Us. 2^ lakhs 
mw ike iwvised estimate. The vahatiims miw explained in the 
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but tke House will notice that proyiston haa been made for 
the grant of one lakh to the Victoria Hospital, Darjeeling’, whidi could 
not be utilised this year, and for the balance of the grant to the 
^^Jaiiya Ayurbtjnan Parishad,” while in the Otril Works Budget 
Hi. 76,000 has been included for the Barisal Medical School. 

The “Public Health” eetimates provide for an expenditure of nearly 
Rs. 5 lakhs more than the revised and about Rs. 80.000 more than 
the budget estimate for 1930-31. The details will be found at pages 
74-76 of the Financial Statement,, and the House will notice that most 
of the important grants have been repeated including that of Rs. 12 
lakbs for Public Health organisation, Rs. 2^ lakhs for Rural Water- 
supidy and Rs. 40,000 for Maternity and Child Welfare, while the 
iluinine grant, Rs. 1,20,000, has also been included and provision made 
of ru]iees one lakh eiuh for Anti-malaria and Anti-kaU-asar measures. 
Members may not remember the Bhatpora Sewerage Scheme for which 
Rs. 1,&0,(KK1 has been provided. This is part of a commitment which 
the Council authorised Government to undertake by voting a token 
grant of R#». l,(KKl in the budget for 192A-2(i. Briefly the scheme was 
to cost Uh. 18 lakhs <if which the milUiwners contributed Rs. 11 J 
lakhs and the Muni< iiwility half a lakh, the remaining one-third, or 
Rs. 6 lakhs, (‘oming from Government. The roviswl estimate of the 
scheme’s cost now comes to Rs. 21, 10, 3tif), of which the mill-owners 
are finding Its. 11,50,000, the Municipality Us. 2,60,366 and 
Government the remaining IN. 7 lakhs. The work is in full pnjgress 
ajul the time has conie for ( lovernment to begin jwiying their con- 
trihution. As the t'liief Engineer, Public Health Department, expects 
to 1h‘ able to spend Its. I, .50, 0(H) in 1031-32, provisioi» has been made 
f(U‘ this iiiiunini. 

Befoie passing on I shouhl also draw attention to the change made 
in adjusting (ertaiii charges under ‘’Works” whi<h is explained on 
|Hige 7t» of the Financial Statement. 

rnder the head “ Agrieulture” I need onlv ilraw attenti«in to the 
increase in the estuhlishment (d amiitors for co-openOive .sixieties. 
With the growth m the numlK'r ot siH-ieties more nuditois are neeea- 
aory, and us the scadeties pay audit fees Government would not be 
fulfilling their side of the Imrgain if they failed to apfioinl the required 
ti urn Iter of men. 

Apart fn)m expenditure from the Road Development Fund, the 
detuiis of which will l>e found in Appendix B at pages 106-07 of the 
Financial Statement, the only new ex|>enditure is on actount of two 
settlement buildings nt Rangpitr, necessitated by (be settlement opera- 
itous in that distrkd. Government have lieen unable to provide for any 
other new projects and bave had to reduce considerably the proviaions 
lor minor works. A pniviaiott of R«. 2,50,000 has been inaertod in the 
Budget for the new Teeatm Bridge, in which connection I am hnppy to 
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infomi the House that it has been decided to substitute a design in 
reiutaced mcrete which will be substantially cheaper than the girder 
bridge originally (^uiteiii plated. 

The increased provision under “MijMellaneouH and unforeseen 
charges” include Rs. 5,75,(KM3 in connection with persons detained under 
the Bengal Criminal I^w Amen<linetit Act. As already remarked in 
connection with jails, if the [lolitical situation iiupnives expenditure for 
this purpose should lie <‘orrespondingly less. 

The Council have listened ver\' patiently to this long and somewhat 
Jejiressing narrative. I wish that I could close on a nion* cheerful 
tiote, but unle.s8 world conditions improve then» is little chance of our 
i-evenues incnuising and we may not even (»btain the C4>nservativ« 
increases which I have made. On the other hand, if the political 
dtuation improves, we may ho{)e for substantial savings on some of 
^be ex|s*nditure estimates and to carry forwanl u somewhat lighter 
leficit than anticijsited. If things do improve our first efforts must 
[)e directed to re-establishing that safe balance which the present 
inhapin conditions, lH)th internal and external, will have caused to 
lisa})p(Mir. But this will only mean a continuation of the dishearien- 
ng process of cheese-paring <if whirh we are all so utterly tired. What 
he financial arrangements under the new constitution will he we do 
lot know, but some resettlement is almost <*4»rtnin and we must all 
mite in the struggle to ensure that it at last <loes justiie to the 
latieiit population of Bengal. 


Adjournmofit. 


The (’ouncil was then adjourned till d p m,. on Mondit\ , the 2nd f>f 
Barch. Ifldl, at the (VuiikuI House. Calcutta. 



[2nd MaicB] 


dO 

ProMtiliflif of tho Bongii Logioiativt Couooil mmhM WNlir tht 
provitiom of tho Covornmaiit of IimNo Aot 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 2nfl March, 19*11, at 3 p.m. 


ProMiit: 

Mr. President (the Ifon’hle Uajii Sir Manmath.v Natii Rat 
CHAUDlirHi, KT,, of Santofth) in the Chair, the Ilon'hle Mr. A. Marr, 
C.I.E,, the Hon’hle Sir Provash Chinnier Mitter, kt., c.i.k., the Ilon'ble 
Mr. W. 1). R. Prentice, <m.k., the three IfoiCble Ministers and 106 
nominated and elected inembers. 


Starred Questions 

(to mrhioh oral answers wore given). 

Meetings in several villages in the NetraKone euhdivisiofi of tho 
Mymonsingh distriet. 

•110. Mr. B. C. CHATTBRJEE: {a) Will the lloirhlo MemW 
in charge of the INditicnl IX»^ixirtment 1 h‘ plmistMl to stato— 

(0 whether it is u fact that sevenil mass nuH^tings were held 
during the months of duly and August last in several 
villages, .such as Holui Siinulia, Purlwdholu, dharia, Shyam- 
ganj, Modni, Mohangniij, etc., in the Netnikona subdivision 
of the Myniensingh district; 

{it) whethei it is a fact that all of then' meetings were attended 
by an overwhelming majority of Muhammadans and 
addresseil by one Maulvi Nurul Hossain of village 
Kasimiwir; 

(Hi) whether it is a fart that ererj’ one of the speeches made by 
the nb<y\"enamed Maulvi nt the aforesaid meetings was anti- 
Hindu in spirit and temtwr and calculated to incite the 
Muhammadans of the locality to acta of aggreasion 
against the Hindus; 
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ftv) whether it is a fact that the local authoiities wei'e aware of 
the mis<*hievous character of the 8|ieeches delivered by the 
said Maulvi; 

(v) whether it is a fact that no stejns were taken to stop his 

activities; 

(ri) whether it is a fact that at the meeting;** held at Purluidholn, 
Jharia and Shynmgranj the Sulxlivisional (Officer of Netni- 
koua, Mr. Saleh Ahmad, was present ; and 

<rtf) whether it is a fact that the said Sulxlivisional OHicer him- 
self delivereil six^eches at those or any of those ineetiiifrs, 
calculate<l to incite the Muhammadans of the lix^ality 
ag^iinst the Hindus? 

{b) If the answer to (^) {vit) is in the affirmative, will the llou'hlo 
Member lx> pleased to state wliether any st<‘ps have lH»en taken up to 
date, agfainst the said officer for his sjx>eches? If so, what? 

(r) If no aclitui has yet fieen taken, what stejH, if any, do tho 
Oovernment projsise to take apiinst the saiil oflii'or for such s|xH»ches? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*hle 
Mr. W. D« R. Prentice): io) (n Vcs. 

ill) Muhaniinadans wer<‘ in the inajoril\ and tlie ineetinjfs were 
addressed by Maulvi Niind llossain, 

(hi) No. 

(ir) IXx's not aris(». 

{r) No steps were nci cs.sarv. 

(vi) Yes, 

un) No. 

{h) and (c) ])o ii(»i arise. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Will the lIonMde Member be pleased to 
state whether it in the usual practice for (lovernnieiit officers to deliver 
epeeches of this character at ihesp mwt 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The meetiuKs were held 
for the purpose of counteract in gr c ivil disolxidicmce propaganda, tod 
Oovernment officers have n right to be present at these meetings. 

Mr. B: e. OHATTER^EE: Will ibe Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
«Ute whether Oovernment ofRcera are entitled to take part in theee 
meetings? 
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Tbi Hon'blt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: They were held to coanter* 
act civil diftobedience propa^^anda, and aa such Governinent officers have 
a right to he present . 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: Will the Hon’hle Member he pleased to 
state (inaudible in the Ileporters’ gallery.) 


The Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (jroverunieut encourage 
these meetings against civil disobedience propaganda. 


Khan Sahib Mauivi BA2LUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state Avhether the majority of the population of Netrakona 
wore present at the meeting? 


Tha Hon*blf Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I believe so. 


Olitriot boarda* granta-in-aid to old aebamo madraaaba. 

Mil. Khan Sahib Mauivi BAILUL HUQ: ui) Is the Hon'hle 
Minister in < harge of the Kdmatiiui l)e|nirtment aware that the Direc- 
tor of l*ul>li< Instruction has issutsl orders to the district InMirda 
asking them nt>t it* give grants-in-aid even to those old scheme 
madnisahs which have hcvii leiogmscMl by the (Tovernment ? 

{b) If the answer to In) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Minister be* j>1e«)»Hi to state wdiether the said orders had hia previeuft 
appnival ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that many old scheme madrasahs are being 
mainiitiiied at public' expense? 

(d) IF .so, what will lie the effec t of the principles enunciated in 
that letter on those niadi asabs ? 

(e) Do the Government intend not to mointnin them any longer^ 

(/) Is tlie }foii*ble Minister aware that the ordera of the Director 
ol labile latimctioii has created wiilespread agitation and diacontotti 
all over the pnmnoof 
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(g) Are the GoTemment considerinjr the desinihility of instructing: 
the Director of Public Instruction to itH'ull that onler and of leaving 
the matter to the (li8<Tetion of the memlxMs of the district hoards V 


MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin): The district lunrd. Xoakhali, 

were instructed not to make new grants-in-aid t<i cdd m luMiie luadraHalw 
until adequate provision had been made ft>r pritnar\ education. 

ih) The order was in acciH-dance with rules pnniously app!o\ml 
hy (jovernnient. 

(c) iheCkilcutia Madnisah is inaintaiiMHl from )>roYiiieial revenues 
and some (dd .scheme madrasahs ai>' ns'eiving- granls-^in-ai^l from baud 
iKxlies. 


(J) The order issikmI only apjdies t«> new giants and could not in 
any case affect old scheme madnisnhs already in receipt of grants. 

Modificnl orders have siibsecpiently issuc‘d to district iMwirds in the 
(liittagong Division according to which iic»w grants lan Ice made to 
tdd scheme^ madrasahs under certain (onditions. 

tc) Does not arise*. 

if) No. Gne complaint onlv was iwei^'CMl. 

{(/) No. It i\ undei stood that the* district UNcrd.s UTe satisficMl with 
the orders jnissed. 


Miulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Witli n*i(*t4*ncc‘ to answc*r (J) will 
the lloiride M ini-^tc*! be* pleased to state* under «}inf conditions grants- 
iu-aul are made to old scheme madrasahs^ 


The Hofi*btc Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Th. orders do not 
apply to old grants to schools which are in receipt of grants. They only 
apply to HchcKils whic h appl.\ for new grants. 


MttchfMiii hmht. 

Dr. NAREiN GHANDRA GEN GUPTA I (a) Hos the 

attention of the Hon*ble Member in charge of the Ominierce De|)ari- 
meni been drawn to a large number of moahroom banks operating on 
ike r^atem which have apniag tip in Bengal and which 

are ploying upon ike credulity of poor cttitivntom and oiker elaaoeo 
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«of needy men in Bengal hy holding out prospects of giving large loan; 
jat a nominal rate of interest on their becoming members of the banl 
tn^ jxiyment of a feeP 

[h) Have the (Government talcen any steim to prevent these institu 
tion.H from carrying on their business? 

(r) Have the (Government taken legal opinion as to the legality 
of these concerns? 

(d) Is it in the (*ontemplntion of (iovernment to take legal pro 
<‘ee<lings against them? 

le) If the (Goveniment is advised that these concerns cannot lx 
jmx-eeded against tinder the present law, are the (Government contem 
]>lating any legislation to stop these adventurers? 

MEMBER in oharga of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’bk 
Mr* Af Marr): id) No representations have been received in the Com 
iner<e Ih^purtment regarding tlie operation of these banks, but tin 
ttcdivities <»r a number of them have been engaging the attention of the 
police. 

ih), {('), id) and (e) Several prosecutions, resulting in (onviotitm 
have b(‘en institutisl, and (Government are cimsidering the ijuestion o 
taking further fte|«4 against them, in consultatitoi with their technica 
and legal advisers. 


Grant of madioal oartificataa to applioanta for profaaaional motor 
fb^iaifig lioofioaa. 

•I18, Mr, R, MAITI: {a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charg 
-of the Poliee IVpaHment lie pi wised to state w^hether (Govemmen 
assistant surgeon.s are the only jiersons to gnini medictil certifioatei 
“to applieants f<ir profes-iional motor driving? 

{}>) Will the Hon’hle Meinln'r 1 h‘ pleastnl to state whether (Govern 
merit sul>-assistant surginins have also lK*en authorised to grant sucl 
eertituates in the alwen<‘e of (ffovemment assistant surgeons? 

p‘) Will the Hon'ble Memlier lie pleased to state whether undei 
the rules prior to the ivmeudmeiita, private medical practitioner* will 
regi.strable quaUhentions were authorised to grant such certificate*] 

(fl) Will the Hon* Me Memlier be fdeased to state the reason* wht 
private tnedioal pmotitioners of the assistant surgeon class are noi 
authorised to grant such certificates? 
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{«) Is the Hon’We Memlier aware that under the present amended 
rulea on the ixHot^ private rp^’istered practitioners have lieen greatly 
agl^eved with the loss of their powers under the rules? 

if) Are the Government considering the desirability <»f lunending 
the rules sons to remove the grievance of the jirivate registered medioal 
practitioners ? 


MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’bic Mr. 
W. D. R. Prentice): (^) No. Tin* relevant rules on this subject are 
rule 23 (7) of the Calcutta and Howrah MottU’ Vehiclt's Rules and rule 
15 (7) of the Mufassal Motor Vehicles Rules, extra( Is from whieli are 
laid on the tahb*. Panels of niedii ad pruci it toners luivi* l»*en appointed 
for (^J(‘utta and Howrah and f(»r .lalpaiguri distric t, 

ib) Yes. Vuir rule* lo ('» of the* Mufassai RuIch, 

■{(') No. Th»‘ rubt^s lefened to in clause a) alnive \unct inlnMlintHl 
in H121 and Ht2». re.s|KM tiv(*l\ . Prc'vious to tiiese dat<‘s. no intMlical 
exniuinaticm was recjiiinsl 

(r/) ;Ml rules under tin* Mettor Vt*bi< b*s At t arc‘ publisbcHl for < nli- 
tci^ni In^foie the\ arc^ finally adttpted. The nib's leternsl tt» in clau.s(» 
^a) were' so publi.sliecl but n<» criticism or snggc'stnm was nseivisl by 
Oovernmeut, 

(e) and (f) In view of the answers given to clause's ir) and (d), these 
slo not arise 


Ettmrt from the C alcutta atuf Howrah Motor Vehicln Iluhi^ 1930^ 
referred to in the reply to clauie (a) of starred questum No. 113, 


MkDUAL CF.RTirU ATK. 

23. (7) Any person who drives a motor vehicle for hint or for 

remuneratinn shall hold a professional licence. Every applicant for a 
professional driving licence shall produce a medical certificate in 
Form E appended to these rules after being examined by one of a panel 
of medical pnictitioner* nominate*! for (he purpose by the local Govern- 
ment. The fee payable for such medical examination or re-examina- 
tion ahaU be Re. 6. The Commissioner shall have power to require 
the holder of a professional driving licence to undergo a fresh me*lical 
examination » if in hia opinion to be recorded m writing, there b 
teaaanable doubt as to the holder's physical fitness to drive a motor 
eehide. 


5 
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FORM E. 

mien 22(/>), 23(7) ami 103(6).] 

Ari*MCAT10l9 FOR A PROFESSIONAL LICENCE TO DRIVE/ LICENCE TO ACT AS 
CONDUCTOR OF A MOTOR VEHICLE UNDER THE InDUN MoTOR 

Veiiicij^s Act, VIII of 1914, and the rules made thereunder. 

The is warned that all particulars given shall be true and 

that any misrefwesentntion lenders him liable to a ]>enalty. 

1. Name in full. 

2. Father's nuine, 

3. Faste or relijffion. 

4. Home address — Villa^^e Post office 

Police-station District 

5. lA)cal address. 

6. How long hu\e >ou lesided in ('alcutta or Howrah? 

7. llavt^ you anywhere previously 

held a inotor-ilriving/cimduc- 
tor's lii’ence? If so, give 
particularH of the licence and 
any punishments. 

8. Have urn at any time been dis- 

()unlifi<Hl for obtaining such a 
licence? If so, note by whom, 
wh\. and for how long dis- 
(jualified. 

9. Have \ou ever been dismissed 

fmm any emidoyment ? If so, 
state from what, when, and 
why dismisHwl? 

10. Have you ever Ihh'u susjweteil 
in, f'hargiHl with or ciitivicted 
of way offence ? If so, give the 
time. |»lo<'e and nature of the 
offence. 

1 hereby decdare thgt 1 have given true ptrikuluis bereim nud tpidj 
iw u Ureiice to drive a t state light motor crf, tnxi^cub or boovy WBotm 
ORr)/condnctcn**t licence. 



Tke required fee, Ks. 
Left thumb impretsioiK 
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is |*re8ented with two co|ue8 of my jihoto. 


Si-yimture of the (^ppliaant. 


Date, 

l*oi*waixied in wigiiml t<» the Superintendent of Police for 

favour of verification of aniecedeuta and the ulH>ve {niriicularH and 
early retiini. A brief i-ei)ort, stpned bp (he (fjfio 4 'r-tfi^c}uirfje of the 
police-statwn and hearing the pohn-stattoti jreo/, Mhtmld be endorse^l 
above. 


(\ku i n s , 
Dtitenl the dap of 


Deputy Commissioner of Police^ 
Public Vehicles Department, 


19 


(Vrtifi^Ml that Hm. i« due. 


AV/i m t n in p ( 7 e rk . 

Datc*l the dap of W . 


Tile { ee Ttft. iiient i(U)e<i alMoe ha" lM*en (lul> I'leihtefi, vide 

Receipt No. «late<l the day of 1!^ 


( 'ashler . 


Failetl or puhhihI on a 
Traffic Rulea. 

and in Mechanism, Motor and 

Dated the day of 

Emminiup Officer. 

19 . 

Failed or paaseil in knowledge of Calcutta and Howrah, of taxi- 
meter and ratee for hire. 

Dated the dap of 

K ra I/I # rting Officer, 

19 , 

Check and iaaue licence. 


Daiad the da§ of 

Depuip CommiMsioner of PoUeo. 

29 . 
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Application in order. Licence No. iestied to-day. 

Licence Clerk, 

Motor Vekiclei Branch* 

Dated the day of 19 

Applicant to affix a copy of 
his photo here. 

Medical Practitioner to stamp 
or Bij^n across it. 

Medical Examination. 

Special attention should be directed to distant vision, to the condition of 
the arms, hands and joints of the upper extremities. 

1. 1h he less than 18 years of age? 

2. Is the applicant, to the best of your judgment, subject to 
•epilejwy, vertigo or any menial ailment, likely to affect his efficiency? 

«'l. IXk'h tin* applicant suftVr from any heart or lung disorder which 
might interfere with the |H*rforinan< e of his duties as a driver? 

4. (u) Is there any defect of vision? If so, has it been correcttnl 
by .suitable H|M*( tacleM ? 

(6) the Jipplicunt sufl’ei from night blindness? 

(c) Im there any defect of hearing? 

5. Ua.s the applic^ant any defoniiity or loss of members which 
"Would interfere witli the etticient |ierfonuunco of his duties us a driver? 

6. Is he sufficiently active for the perfonnance of his duties? 

7. Does ho show any evidence of bt>ing addicted to the excessive 
use of alcohol, tobacco or drugs? 

8. Is he in your opinion generally fit as regards (a) bodily health, 
{h) lemiierameut for the duties of a motor vehicle dri^’er? 

Marks (»f identifi(‘ation to la' noted below by the Medical Practitioner. 


Certifieil that 1 have examinetl the applicant described herem and 
that the answers to the questions above are correct to the beat of my 
knowdedge and Mief. 

Name of Medical Praciitionet — 

Addreet 


Signature of Medical PrwsHtiantr, 
Dated the daiy of 19 
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from Rules to regulate the use of motor rehieief in places in 
the Bengal Presidency other than Calcutta {including suburhi) and 
the municipality of Hoxcrah*' corrected up to 16th Septem!>er, 
1930f referred to in the reply to clauses (a) and (It) of starred 
question No. 113. 

16. (7) Ever>^ appliciiJit for a pn>fe88ional driving licence shall 
produce a medical certificate, in the fonn appended to thcfle nile«» 
after being examined by the assiMtant 8urgt><>n at the heailqiiariera of 
the Magistrate to whom the appliojition is made, or by the aub- 
aaaiatant surgeon if no assistant Mirgoon is available at the head- 
quarters or by a memWr of a bojird of iiuHlical pnictitioners in any 
area in which a Inmnl has l>een const it u(<m 1 by the local (b>vemment for 
this purjiose. A Magistmte who is aiitboriHiHl to issin* a li<*ence may 
require the holder of a jirofessional licence in the area in which sucb 
Magistnite has jurisdiction t<* undergo a fresh medi<'nl examination 
by an assistant or a Hul>-assistunt surg<Hui at the Magistrate’s head- 
quarters if in his opinion then* is rrMis<»nablc doubt as t4> th<» holder'* 
physical fitness to drivt* a motor vehicle. I’he fee chargeabb» for 
examination or re-examination shall be Rs. 4. 


MEDICAL (^KHTIl'lCATK. 


For ArmcAXTs for a riioKKssioNir n{K.v< K to orivk v moioii vKiiifi.B. 

1. Is ho less than 18 years of age ? | 


2. Is the applicant, to the lKs«t of 
your judgment, subject to 
epilepsy, vertigo or any 
mental ailment likely to 
affect his efficiency ? 


3. Does the applicant suffer from 
any heart or lung disorder 
which might interfen^ with 
the performance of his 
duties as a driver ? 


4, (tt) Is there any defect of 
vision 1 

If so, has it been corrected by 
suitable spectacles ? 

(6) Does the applkant suffer 
from night bundjieiMi ? 

(c) la there any defect of 
hearing t 
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5. Hii the AR>lk>«it any deformity 
or lofM of members which 
would interfere with the 
efficient performance of hie 
duties as a driver t 

Is he sufficiently active for the 
performance of his duties ? 

7. Does he show any evidence of 
l)eing addicted to the 
excessive use of alcohol, 
tolmcco or drugs ? 

"S, Is he in your opinion generally 
fit as reganJs (a) ixxlily 
health and (6) temiieramcnt 
for the duties of a motor- 
vehicle driver 1 

Marks of identificaiioft. 


Notk. — 8{)<iot»t sttontion tthould be directtnl to distaut viaiofi, to thf^ coudition of 
tlie mrrm, linn<lf and joinU of the up|)er extromitien. 

(Signed) 

Name 

Deeignation 

Date 

Mauivi SYED MAdlO BAK8H: Will \hv llon'hle MemWr he 
pleastnl to state wltai is the reason foi mentioning Jalpaiguri only^ 

Thf Hoii'bla Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: ('omniuDicatiuns are so 
difficult ill datpaigUM on account oi uiihridged rivers that for the 
txmvenience of the public a panel of iiie<lical practitioners whic^h includes 
representatives of all the main areas has Immui set up. 

Maiilvi EYED MAillD RAKSH: How can <Wtors grunt i^rtificates 
for motor driving}^ 

Naa’Ma Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICEt Doctors do not grant 

«eriiBcatas for motor driving, but they certify to the medical fitness of 
Applicants for motor driving. 
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EstaU of th* Namb lahadur of MimMdabad. 

•114. Raja BHUPENORA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadw. of 
Naohipuri Will the Hon’ble Member in ebarge of the Rerenue Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a faet that the estate of the 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidnbad is going to be plaeed under the 
management of Government P If so, when? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Sir Protnsh ChHMiar Mittor): Till* matter i** iiinltM' t iuisitltMalinii anti 

pendin^^f defiuito decision it is not possible to answer tlic scttnid pint of 
the question. 


Appointment of muntift. 

MISe Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the HmiMde 
McinWr in char^’c (»f the Jtidiciul Ibqiartment lie pleased t4> state 

(i) what is the nuTnlH*r of inunsifs Helecft'd l)y the lli^h (’ourt 
hf'fore the last Christ finis holidays: 

(ti) h(»w many of them are Muhammadans ; and 

(ifi) what are the i(uaIiii<'atioiiH of th<ise who have lieen '^elected?' 

(h) Is it a fact that the < andiilates selei ted hn<l some years' practice 
as lawyers y 

(r) What was the leiijrfh (d the pnictice of each cantliflate who lias 
been selected? 

(d) Will the Ilon’lde Menil»*r Im* pleased ti» stale when a Hitido 
from the ilisirift of (’hittu^roiqj: wits last selected? 

(e'l Is the Hfdwtion made hy a sin^rle jiid^e or hy a committee of 
judjres? 

(/) Are the (fovemnient considerinir the desirability of asftnming 
mpon»ihility for appointing: munsifa? 

MEMBEII in olMirgi of 4U0ICIAL DEPARTMENT (Uio HiiPlito 
Mr. W. D. R. Pmitiot)! (n) (f> SixU-en. 

(ii) Fire. 

(til) Thirteen are first elaes B. Id/a., one is a first class W.B.» on# 
is a second elaas B.L., and one is a second class LLB. Fourteen art 
If.A's. and two are B.A's. 
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(h) and (c) A statement as to the length of practice of the selected 
candidates is laid on the table. 

(d) In 1929. 

(e) The selection is made by the Hon^ble Judge in charge of th# 
English Department of the High Court in consultation with the- 
Hon’bie the Chief Justice. 

(/)No. 


StaimerU referred to in the reply to clauses (b) and (c) of starred question No. JlS 
regarding the length of practice of candidates selected by the High Court for 
appointment as munsifs. 


No. of 


1 

2 

2 

I 

1 

I 


1 

o 


liiongth of pra« tie© up to 
Ittt December, 1930. 

Yeam. Monthii. 


2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

0 

0 


3 

0 

II 

10 

9 

5 

0 

•11 

11 


Total . . 10 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will tlio Hon'bln Member be 
pleaaod to Htatt* wbetbor thoro is not a iniiiiniuin qualifyinf^ practice 
neoesaary for appointment as munsif!' 

Tlw HM'Mt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I ask for notice. 

•Ift P# M# CUHA; Are there any rulei* framed by the High Court in 
that behalf P 

Tha Hofpbit Mr. W. 0. R. PRINTIOES No rules have beeu framed. 

Mr* P* N* CUHA: Is it a faiH that only first class B.L.’s wero 
•mployed as munsifs ? 


Tbs NMPbM Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 1 must ask for notioe. 
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MutiamiiMMlm in Bogra Collictorita. 

M16. Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: (a) Will the llon’bW 
Member in charg*© of the Revenue Department be pleaded to lay on tlie 
table a statement showing for the years 1929 and 1930 — 

(t) how many vac ancies ociuirn^l in the office of the Collec tor and 
Magistrate of Bogra ; 

(ti) how many of them were filled up by — 

(1) Muhammadans, and 

(2) non-Muhammadans 
with tlieir ciualifications ; 

(til) how many of the said jwsts were to go to the Moslems acc'ording 
to the |>opulation basis; 

(ir) what was the ncimln’r of Moslem candidates for those vacancies 
with their (|iialific*ations ; and 

(r) what minimum qualifieations did (toverninent fix for those 
appointments? 

(h) Will the lloirhle Memlwr l»e pleased to state* whether Oovern- 
ment have issued any orders for recruitment of ministerial officers by 
competitive examination? 

(c) ^Vas any competitive examination held there for filling up the 
vaemneies? 

(d) If so, under whose orders was the examination held? 

(e) Who were the examinees? 

(/) Was there any Moslem officers on the Hoard of Examinen? If 
noi, why not? 

(g) Is the Hon'hle Menifn'r aw-are that rorajdnints have appeared 
against the Collector n*garding injustice to Moslems in filling up the 
vacancies ? 

(A) Are the Omerniiient ccuisidering the desirahility of issuing 
inatruction to all officers concerned that in future Government ordera 
and circulars regarding Moslem appointment he not overlooked? 

TfM Han^Ma Sir BROVASH CNUNOER HITTER X (a) (0. (tV), 
(ut) and (ir) A statement is laid on the table. 

(if) Qttalific>ations re<]uired of a candidate for appointment to the 
ministerial post are mentioned in rule 54 of the Board’s Mtscellaneoua 
Ettlea, 1918. 
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(b) No, except w provided in the note under rule 54 of the Board’< 
Hiecellaneoue Rule*. 

(c) No, but candidates were tested hy written examination on everv 

occasion. ^ 

(d) , (e) and (/) Do not arise. 

(P) Ye*. 

This has already been done and Government receive annual 
reports on the subject from the Comminsioners and heads of depart- 
ments in which they review and pass orders upon returns submitted by 
tue omcers concerned. ^ 



rtftrtfd to •« th^ ftplp to elaust («) (i) to (ir) of queMion So. t 16 shotring appoinimmU in thr Bogm CcitltciortU/r 

for the years 1U29 and J930. 
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Air iiirvay ofMnUont in MakUt 

M17. BallU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Bon*Ue 
Member in charge ef the Itevenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the results of the aerial survey operations carried on 

in the Malda district have been found to be satisfactory in 
the opinion of settlement ofBcers and others competent to 
judge on the subject; and 

(n) whether it is in the contemplation of Government to extend 
these aerial survey otiemtions to any other district in Bengal? 

(h) Is it a fact that many aminn and survoytws formerly employed 
in the settlement depirtmeiit have lsM*n thrown out of employment 
us a result of these aerial survey ojierationsP 

(c) If so, what would the approximate numlmr of such j^ersons? 

(d) How does the work of the Aerial Survey (.)ompany comimro 
with the work tunuMl out by th(‘ amnix and surveyors P 

(<) What is the margin of error ullowe<l — 

(t) in the <ase of iimps prepared by the arnins and surveyors of 
the settlement de|wrtment; and 

(it) in the case (d the aerial survey majwP 

(/) If th<‘re is any difTerenee Udwtsm the two, what is tlie cause 
of such ^liffertHieeP 

(//) Will the Hoirble Memls'r 1 m» pleusinl to lay on the table copies 
of all j«i|H>rs and <H)rrtv*|ion donee in e^miiection with the aerial survey 
Operations in the Muldu district? 

The Hoitlile fir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) Yes. 

(b) It is not a fact that as a result of the adoption of the air survey 
methmi many amins and surveyors formerly employed in settlements 
have binm thrown out of employment. It is true, however, that in 
the ease of some of them the }ieriod of employment has been reduced 
from dj months to 2 months. 

(c) not arise. 

(fl) The work done by air survey is more accurate than the work 
done by the onlinary methcnl by omifu and suncyors. 

(f) (i) One link in two Gunter’s chains or in very undulating 
country' one link in one Gunter’s chain. 

(ft) The same. 

if) Does not arise. 
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ig) Goverument ar© not preptired to lay copioa of the paper* anil 
correepondence on the table. 


Btbil aiTENDRALAL BANNERtlEE: Will tho Iloirblo UmxU r l>e 
plcMEised to state what is the nuraher of men whuHe einpKiymenl han ht^en 
reduced? 


Tht Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I mu8t ask for 
notice. 

Btbu JITENORALAL BANNERdEE: Ah repudn {d), will the 
Hon^ble Menilwr bo pleuned to state whetln*! this is the nnanimmn* 
opinion of all the settlement ofFieers in the provinre? 


The Hon*ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: We have only 
surveyed one district, and so tar as 1 remember, that wah the opinion 
of the settlement oftii er in that distiit t. hut if the member wants more 
detailed information, I can j;ive it to him. 

Babu dITENORALAL BANNERdEE: Will the if.m’ble Member be 
pleased to state the reason why tioveinment i.s not willinjf to lay copies 
of the papers and correspondeme on the table? 


TIm Hon’bit Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Because it is 

against past pn'ecdent and in this pnrticular (use against public 
interest. 


. Babu dITENORALAL BANNERdEE: N there anything to hide? 

Tbi Non’blf Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Will the liuirhle Member 
be pleased to state whether Government finds it any eheap<*r? 


Tb# Hou’blt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Yes. 

MailitI SYEO MAdtO BAKSH: Will the Ifon'ble Member be 
pleased to state wdiether the first attempt failffd iniwrably, and Oovem- 
aient had to bear the cost? 
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Tht Hofi’M Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER : No. An regards 
the hrMt atienipt that was found unsatisfactory, and OoTemment gave 
the Company notice of cancellaiion of their contract making the 
Company liable; the Company, ho%vever, asked to be allowed to make a 
further experiment at their own cost; this was allowed and it was 
eminently satisfactory. When that experiment w'as found i successful, 
and (lovernment were satistied that it was cheaper and more accurate, 
the contract was ^iven to this Company. 

Maulvi EYED MA4ID BAK8H: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that in the first attempt Government had 
to inctir a large expenditure wlien the contract was first cancelled? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: No. 


Tolly ’t Nalo. 

M18. Bobu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: n) Has the attention of 
the Hon'ble Member in clu>rge of the Irrigation !V|«irtnient Wfui drawn 
i4} the unsatisfactory state of the Tolly's .Nnla? 

[h) Will tin* iion'blc Meinln'r Im* pleaHis! to stat<' wln*ther the 
Goveniunuit int«*n<l iinproNiiig the same b\ n‘-excavation or by other 
mtxisures ? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. H. 0. V. Philpot): (o) Yes. 

(6) The effect of draining utnl drawing water Ihnnigh the Keora- 
pukur sluice in the monsiKui season is being tried and provision hue 
hmn made for silt clearance in some j»lares, in the Inidget for 1931-.T2. 


Filing oopiot of Sooroot mnI fnoh oMmlttniinni for llio pnrpooo of 
•xooiiting dooroii in ront inlts. 

MIS. MmiIvI MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: (a) Is the Hoodie Mem- 
her in charge of the Judicial De]iartment aware that the prt>vifiioii of 
clause (it) of section 148 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1085, is nol being 
complied with in rent exerutioa cases in the civil ccrarta in the di elric t 
of Bakarganj, to the great inconvenience of the partieef 
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(A) Will thn Hon'bln UrniW lie p](>at«<l t« elate in bow many rent 
ex«e«tioB cnaea in the civil witrle at itai-iHal in the year 1930 copy of 
daorae and freah rakalatnama were not filed and the i-owt huliaeiiueiilly 
directed the decree-holder to file th. copy of decree and vakaktnama 
and what nr*» the for (hiinp * 0 ^ 

Tilt Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: 01 ) Ihi* of 

section 148 {ii> of the lienjfol Teima. y Aot, 1885, are bciii^ oWn^mi in 
all the civil courts in Bakiirpanj and c<»jtit»s df dm recs and fresh \akulat- 
namaa are nHjuisitMniml only in spet inl ruses spm ial irUMUts which 
arc recorded in writinp as rm|iiired ^ v law. 

(b) Nt> statistics are kept in the tnnrt.s to .show the numlier of cusea 
in whif h copies of tlet rm*s an<l fi-esh \ akaliitnamas uetc not hied, Imt 
filed afterwanls on the rministtirHi <»( courts. On exam i nut ion of the 
record* of the iMunlin^' files it npjiears that out td t (IT!» cases now jwnd- 
inff, mipies tvf decrees were called ff»r in dd cases and fresh vakalat- 
nanioj' demanded in one caw* only. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: Will the Ilon'hle Memher W 

pleaned to state what were the reasons that led the (Nnirt to call for 
copies of detTi'es in d'l i use«». and fiish Mikulutnamas in only one ca#ej^ 

Th# Hon’bl# Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I rai.not sau 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: Will the ilfHi'hle Memher he 

pleased to state the name of the department from uhii h re|wnt niiiv he 
H«kcd y 

Th* Hon’bl* Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIGi : I « Hill nut ICC (if III id. 


0*ll*eti*n of dom a nd * from khat mahal tananto. 

*1tt. Raja SHUPENORA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, at 

NaaMdUr. Will the Hon'Iilc Mcmlwr in chut^e of the Keventie Jlepart- 
nent be pleased to lay on (he table a statement shifwin^r from April ti> 
December, 1930, the j»errentjifre of collection of the total demundfi from 
khat mahal tenants in ear b district of Beniral as coiiipareil with that of 
the three preceding yettrs f<»r the same iieriml for the ii;mie districts 
(If acctimte figtires are not available, approximate figures may le gi%eii 
to form some idea.) 

Th# N#ii%l# Sir PReVASH CHUNOER MITTlRt A atatement i# 
kid on th# told#. 
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JSuUement referred U> in the reply to ttarred question No, 120, showing 
the percentage of collections on total current demands from 
Government estates, including Government estates leased to farmers, 
from April to December in the years 1927 •SO. 




1927 

Peroentoga. 

1928 

PiMToentage. 

1929 

Poroentoge. 

1930 

Peroeatago. 

Burdwan 


113-57 

97-61 

103 -69 

79 -91* 

Birbhum 


57 -41 

(a) 1 -31 

1-97* 

171-42 

Bonkum 


109-14 

71 -28 

80-80 

109-26 

Midiiapore 


66-41 

127 -97 

102 ‘21 

111 -18 

Hooghly 


101 -604 

(6) 57 -03 

(6) 52 -76 

47-68 

Howmh 


72-68 

58-44 

77 -64 

84-01 

24-PargaDM 


99-51 

95-76 

108-75 

91 -59 

Nodi* 


81-21 

83-65 

94 -28 

99-83 

Munhtdabiwi 


115-46 

78-88 

51 -80 

82-14 

Jetmore 


112-00 

59-76 

114-09 

91 -92 

Khulna 


66 23 

107 15 

141 13 

93-89 

Rajahohi 


99 108 

138-96 

118-73 

85-65 

Dijiajpur 


(c) Nil 

(5)46-15 

(5) 58 -33 

Nil 

Hangpur 


179 -83 

162 38 

157 -76 

118-52 

Bogra 


92-44 

89 -049 

97 66 

47-68 

Palma 


105-41 

107 -29 

82 -41 

35 •92* 

MaItU 


106-800 

84-36 

118-49 

76-42 

JalfMiigiiri 

DorjtKtling 


88 -88 

109 -907 

56 -28 

98 -33 


121 (H) 

86-35 

110-12 

99-23 

Dacca 


83-71 

103 47 

73 -89 

46 -08 

Myrncnsirtah 


101 -48 

87-76 

48-04 

45 10 

F^dpur 


84 203 

88 12 

93 -40 

56-82 

Bokarganj 


136-94 

1 12 -51 

201 -05 

129-09 

Chittagong 


103 -60 

1 10 -83 

129-21 

79 •53* 

Tippcra 


79 -07 

131 -98 

74 32 

46 -32 

Nookholi 


83 12 

101 -79 

128-57 

104 (W* 

(a) Owinff to 

• 

i 

1 

o 

i. (5) t)n 

• 

tttmuol demand, (c) 
April to Si'ptomW. 

Annual demand was only Rs. 65 


Sotroity of drinking wator in Yillogo Sankorpur in Narail. 

M21. Mmilvi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’hle Uime- 
tor in rhiupfo of the IakoI S4»lf-(loveriiiiieut IX'iwrtmeul be pleuMwl to 
Htnto whether it is a fat't that a largely signed iiteinorial, dated the 
4th March, 1930, was submitted to the then Huu'ble Minisier-in*dbarge, 
Local Solf-<b>venmient. Bengal, by the inhabitants^ of the village 
Sankerptir, polico-station Narail, in the district of Jessoro, regarding 
the scarcity of drinking water in the said village? 

(h) Is it a fact that the attention of the Hon’ble Minister wns again 
drawn to the grave situation <Te«ie<l f<»r want of drinking water in 
July, 1930? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and <6) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what action has hem taken or 
is proposed to be taken in the matter? 
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(d) If no action is to be taken, will the Hon'ble Minister be pteaaed 
to ftate the reasons therefor? 

( 0 ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table copies 
of ihe memorials and n»minders? 


MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF4:0VERNMENT OEFART* 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. BiJoy Prasait Singh Roy): Uf) and (/j) No 
euch pai>t*rs have )HM>n traml in iny doparlinents. 

(r), (//), (r) Do not arise. 


Deaths ever births in SankerfNv village in Narail. 

•122. Mauivi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (n) Will the Ilitn'ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the l/<K’al Selfdiovcriimeut Ih'isirtmeul 1 h' plenswl to 
state whether it is a fact that the deuth-rato in the village of Sanker- 
pur, jxdiet'-htation Narail, in the district of .b'Hsdrc, is graduall> increa^*- 
ing and iu>t tlie l»irth-iat<‘ ? 

(/i) Have the ( io>(‘i rifiient <'oiisideivd that on this ratio of the death- 
rate the village Sank^ rpur will 1 m‘ ilepoimlaltsl within ten years? 

(r) If the answers to ift) and <h) are in the afliniuitive, will the 
Hon’ble Minister 1 m> plea^ted to state what action the (lovernmenl have 
taken or intioul t<i take to (heck (lit* iiici"eaM*<l ratio in the d<‘ath-?ate, 

(</) If no action is to 1 h* taken in the inatt»‘r, will tin* llitii blc 
Minister Is* jvleasiHl to slatt' tin* reasons therefor? 

(r) Will the Ilon’lde Minister in charge Im» pleased 1(» lay on the 
table u statement showing the birth and tleath-rates resis't ti vely for 
the last ten yeurn of the Saiikerpnr village? 

The Hofl*ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (a) The number of 
deaths in this villagt^ has excetxle<l ihe numlier of births in eight yearn 
out of the last ten. 

(h) Government prefer to express no opinion as forecasts of this 
kind are notoriou.sly fallac ious. 

(c) and (</) The txisition in this village forms i>art of the decrees* 
in the population of Jesson? referred to in Question 4t!l at the last 
eeasion. Decrease of population in certain tracts due to general 
tinbealthy conditions is u state ot affairs for which in Bengal ns in 
other countries no specific remedy by Government action has yet been 
found. 

(e) Tho number of births and deaths reported in this village i* 
shown in the statement laid on the table. The rate per 1,000 cannot 
be given for individual villages as statistics are ndt based on this unit. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to dame (e) of starred question 
No. 122 1 showing the number of births and deaths, respectively, fo\ 
the last ten years of the Sankerpur village in Narail police-station 
of Jessore district. 


Year. Number of births. Number of deaths. 


1921 ... 

... 

11 

24 

1922 ... 


8 

7 

192n ... 


9 

12 

1924 ... 


9 

19 

Ht2f) ... 


9 

5 

1926 ... 


5 

7 

1927 ... 


8 

11 

1928 ... 


6 

7 

1929 ... 


17 

18 

loao .. 


14 

28 


Unttorred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Hunger-etrlhe in Berhampore Speoiai daft. 

71. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state— 

(t) the present number of prisoners in the Berhampore Special 
Jail; 

(h) the names of the Sujienntendent and the Jailer; and 
(lii) how long they have l>een in charge of joilP 


(h) Js it a fact that all the political priaoneia in that jail went on 
hunger-strike on the 28th and 2&th of D^mber^ 19807 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’Bo 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for the strike? 
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(d) I« it a fact that the removnl of a “Shiva Liiigani“ which um\ 
td he daily worahiiiped by the Hindu pritionew, by the order of the 
Jailer on the night of the 27th IKMcember. hu^t wounded the reUgioUi 
feelings of the Hindus Udh within and without the juil^ 

(e) Is it a fact that a room has been j»et apurt for the prayers of 
the Muaaalman priaonezaP 

(/) If so, will the Hon’hle Member lie jdeasetl to state what, if any, 
has been don© for the Hindu prisoners? 

(g) Is it a fact that since the nunoval of the “Shiva Liiigam’' four 
of the prisoners have gone on hunger-strike? 

(h) If so, W’ill the Hon'hle Member be |d©ased to state their jweswii 
condition ? 

(t) Is it a fact that the hunger-strikers have l)e<Mi kejit setsirate 
from the rest of the iielitioul prisoners and the latter are not even 
allowed to sec the former? If so, why? 

(;) What steiw (if any) arc Inung taken to iM'muude the hunger- 
atrikers to break their fust? 

(i) Is any medical help lieing noidertMi to them? 

MERBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMEMT 
(the Hon’bic Sir Provash Chundar Milter): (oi t ii ‘<TT on >11*: 
January, Ill'll. 

(ti) Mr. N. (f. Sin^di. Su|HMintendcnt. llubti Ileno\ Hhushan 
BhattachiirjiH*, Jailer. 

(»i) Mr. N. a. Singh from 20th OctolH*r, 1030, and Halm Henoy 
Bhushan Bhattacharjec from 20th ScplemlMjr, 1028. 

(6) All the fiolitital prisoners went on hunger-strike on the 
morning of the 28th Deccmlier, hut they took their food on the evening 
of that day as also on the 29th. 

(c) The reasons given out for the hunger-strike on the morning 
d the 28th was the alleged removal of a stone said to have boon 
mblematif* of the g<sl Shiva. 

(d) Some prisoners assert that the said stone was in the jail. Tho 
Superintendent reports that the existence of the stone said to have been 
removed was unknown to him and unsanctioned hy him and that no 
auch stone was removed hy his orders or by the orders or agency of 
any of the jail staff. In order to ascertain whether any such stone 
was in existence prior to the priwnt Superintendent’s incumbency, 
an inquiry' was made of his predecessor who also reported that the 
existence of the alleged stone emblematic of the god Rbiva was not 
known to him or reported to him by the jail staff. The Jailer did not 
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poftf any order® for the removal of the stone and the allegation about 
the wounding of the religious feelings of the Hindus seems to be merely 
an exouae. 

(e) At the request of the Muhammadan prisoners a vacant room 
was set apart for the congregational worship for Muhammadan 
prisoners. 

(/) As the prnctitie of their religion does not enjoin congregational 
worship, the Hindu prisoners did not ask for the allotment of a room. 
Jail (’o<le rule 691 lias recently Ikmmi amended to provide for the api)oint- 
meril of Iwth Hindu and Muhammadan teachers on a voluntary basis, 
hut so far as (Government are aware, no Hindu teacher has ap(Woached 
the authoriti(*8 at Berhaminire for such apix)intment. Should a suitabh* 
jierson pnjsent himself to the authorities, he would l>e appointed. 

(//) and (A) It would ap|)ear from answer (h) that the allegation 
on which this (luestion is Wso<l i.s not correct. It is true, however, 
that on the nnnning of Jamiarv 1st six political prisoners refused their 
food, (hi the 2nd January, two of them liroke their hunger-strike, but 
four continutxl. On the 5th January', one more broke bis hunger-strike 
and thm* (‘ontinutHl. One of these thre<» is on hunger-strike sulwtan- 
tially on the allegation made in this (juestion. Another went on hunger- 
strike as a protest against wearing of prison kit. The third refused to 
discuss the basis on which he is preiKinxl to give ui> hunger-strike. 
The latest re|K)ri shows the following statement: — “The condition of 
the hunger-strikers is not unsatisfactory as obsen'od by the mcxlical 
oflicor of this jail. They have been taking sugar, water and lime 
juice. “ 

(i) As ivganls the treatment of the jirisoners who have refused to 
take ordinary diet, they have lieen dealt with by the Superintendent in 
strict accordance with the rules laid down by (Government for such 
cases, and have lieen kept apart for purxH)ses of observation and treat- 
ment and suitable food has been continually kept within reach and at 
their disposal. 

(;) The jail staff took stejMi to persuade these hunger-.striker8 to 
break Uieir fast; further Mr, Padnmraj Jain, Secretary to the Hindu 
Mahasabha, who approacbecl (Government wGth a prayer to be allowed 
to interview them to induce them to break their fast, was allowed to 
interview these prisoners. He and three of his friends interviewed 
the hunger-strikers on the 7th February last in order to inffuence and 
persuade them to break their fast. It appears from Mr. Padmoraj 
Jain*s statement that only one of the prisoners is hunger^triking on 
the allcgaticm of facility for worshipping the symbol of god Shiva. 
Every facility has been grunted to relations to persuade them to break 
their fast, 

(i) Yes. 
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^ Paynmt vf grant* to Mrtoin eirol* telMelt in Chittagong. 

BEHARY MULLICK: („) Will tfap Hoii bU 

Minister in charge of the Education Deparlineut U. ,.!eu.Mul to slate 
whether it is a fai t that the Governmenl grant under ".Major Head - 
31, jfnior Head Direct grant to non-tioverninent .secondary scIhhiIs - 
Controlling officer, Dirc tor of Puldi,. Instru.lion, llengal"' pavable' to 
the old circle schools in the t’hillagong Division has Wen stoiiped since 
tbe middle of the rurivnt yearP 

(b) If the answer to ui) is in the ufliniuntive. will the Ilon’ldo 
Minister lie pleased to lay t»n the tiihle a statt*iiietit show'in^- - 

(i) the numher of .suf li niidtlle Kn^rli^l, HrloMils anti junior 

madrasahs; and 

(ii) the total amount of money that ffoin^f to 1 n‘ Mnetl liy this 

I'urtailment of jrr»ntP 

(r) Is it a fjo’t that when the niuiia|fenient of thesi* sihooK was 
entnisted to local ronimittee.s. the (loverninent promised them a fixed 
reciirriiifr arrant in perpetuity P 

(d) Is it a fact that ref uirin^^ >rf ant-in-ai«l to other hi^rh Kn^li.sh 
and middle Kn^dish m ho<ds in the ( ’}uUa^ft*n^r Divinion han m»t been 
stojified P 

(e) If the answer to trf) is in the aflirmati\e. wi!l the Ifon'hle 
Minister l>e pleased to stutf* tfie reason'' ffir the diiTereiit iul tif«a(mi'nt 
meted out to these schools p 

(f) Is the Ilon'hle Minister aware that h\ this stoppaj/e of j^nint 
the bchool.s concerned have Imhmi very hanl hitP 

(ff) Are the (if»\ eminent c<»nsidenntf the desirahilitv <4 reeonsifler- 
injr their decision with lejfard to flies#* fi*w hclnxds ho far as this j^^iant 
if concerned? 

The Hofi*bl« Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a\ and (/;) n) Pay. 
roent of irrants to six « ircle Sf h<K)Is in the f'hitta^-on^f Division was 
{K4ii|Kined for six months. Steps are Ireinir taken to make tlu'se pav* 
ments up to date and to avoid simitar delay in future. 

(lY) Nil. 

(c) Ye«. 

id) YeR, as far as information is nvatlalile. 
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LtagiM if Nattom Gammittae an IntallaaliMa Cf-aiMriliaiw 

73. MUNINDRA DES RAI MAH ASA! : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
llinifcter in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
tihether the Government have received any communication from the 
Educational Commissioner to the Government of India about opening 
an Indian Section of the I^eague of Nations Committee on Intellectual 
Co-operation ? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Miiiister be pleased to communicate the views of this Government on 
the subject? 

(c) If no views have yet been taken by this Government, are the 
Government (onsidering tlie desirability of including adequate Library 
Service and suitable representation of Library workers at the Central 
Committee at the time of consideration of the communication? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: (o) No iommunica- 
tion was received from the Educational ('()mmissif)ner, but the Govern- 
ment of India invited the (q)inion of this Government on (i) the desira- 
bility of arranging joint consideration of certain recommendations 
regarding the education of cduldren in the existence and aims of the 
Iveague of Nations and (b) the creation of a National Committee in 
India to establish relations between India and the Iveague’s (»rganisa^ 
tion for intellectual co-fqieration. 

(h) Tlu' views of the (bjvernment of Hengal in regard to (i) were 
that the matter should l>e dis< iissed at a joint meeting of the Directors 
of Public Instruction in India, and in regard to (li) that an All-India 
Committee would lie apim»priate for the purpose. 

(r) It is not pnqwtsod to make any fuiiher recommendations at 
pie.sent. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Wdi the ilon'hle Minister he 
pleased to bis reasons for answer (r>? 

Th« Ho«l*blt Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I have already 
Answered. 

PMk libnriM. 

< 74. MUNINDRA DIB RAI MAHABAI: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education llejuirtment be pleased to state 
whether any action has Wn taken on the resolution adopted at the 
last Calcutta session of the All-India library Conference? 

(h) If the answer to (a> i» in the negative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
he pleaset! to state whether the Government intend to take any aettoB 
In hitnref 
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(c) Are the Govemment conaidering the dc«iiiibility ot— 

<t) issuing instructions to the inspecting staff of the department to 
visit the public libraries lying within their jurisdiction and 
advising the library authorities on the method of efffK'ting 
improvements; and 

(ti) drawing the attention of the local bodies to make suitable pro- 
vision for libraries within their jurisdiction to foster adult 
education ? 

Tha Hofi’bln Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) (t) Xo. 

(it) Xo. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI. Wifli n*fcK*to‘e to answer (o) 
will the Hon’l)li‘ Minister be pleased to state wlmt uition li<* has taken 
on the resolution of tlu* Ali-Ifoiia Library ronfereiieey 


The Hoii*bl9 Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I must rsk for notice. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Wii] the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state why sucli a reusonabh* re<|Ui‘sl has been refused ^ 


The Hon'ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Libtaries not reeeiving 
any grant from (iovernment are not inspiMfed; those bbiarirs that are 
receiving sucli grants are naturally inspected, and there is no reason 
why Hpecdal orders should be passed in res|H*rt of those not receiving 
grants. As regards bxal bodies, some* of them, unfler the Act, can 
make such grants if they like; but I do not think that (Iovernment 
ought to interfere ^'ith the discretion of (hesi» local laalies. 


Agriouttural dlftroii in Rajtbnbl Division. 

m Mr. BHANTI BHEKHARiSWAR RAYS Will the Hon bis 

llembaif in charge of the Revenue Department be pleaeed Uf niatf 
what stepe, if any, have been taken by the Government to relieve the 
difitrees of ihe people of the Rajshabi Divtiion due to the fall in the 
pnoe of i»te? 
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The Hon’bto Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTER; During the 
current financial year, to relieve distress or to enable people to culti- 
vate their lands, the sum of Its. 4,20,000 has been allotted to the 
districts of the Rajshahi Division for agricultural loans, as noted 
below against each district: — 


(1) Rajshahi 


Rs. 

82,000 

(2) Dinajpur 


5,000 

(3) Bogra 


80,000 

(4) Malda 


20, 5(H) 

(f)) Pnbna 


... 1,55,000 

(fi) Jalpuiguri 


4,000 

(7) Raiigpur 


04,500 


Total 

... 4,20,000 


Besides the amounts inenti(med a!»ove Its. '),0()() and Us. lo.OlK) have 
been advanced to the district board.H of Itangjiur and l*ahna, icspec- 
tively, for carrying on test-ndief works which w«oe started In those 
district hoards. 

Mr. EHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the llondde Member 
be pleased to state whether tin' local bodies (oiisoho the (io\< riiincnt 
grant adequate? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTER: T believe so. 


PeymenI ef iwretuie and eetsas by landholdars in Mymeneingh. 

78. BMni 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; (a) Ha« 

the attention of (he Tloirble MemlxT in <dmrg»* of the Kevenue I>epart- 
ment In'en drawn to a resolution jsnssed by the Landholders* Associa- 
tion. Mymensingh. nHpiesting the (Joverunient to 8usji«»nd the 
realisation of Government revenue and ('esses up to .Tanuar>% 1932. 
cm the ground that owing to tM'onoinic and other reasons the temuit« 
in that district are withholding payments of their rents and oesm 
to the landholders throughout the district and the landlords have bean 
therefore rendered unable to jmy the Oovemment revenuo on tunnel 
daytP 

(h) If to, what slept, if any, are being taken in the matterf 
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Tlw Mr PROVASH CHUNOER MITTERl (a) It 

no copy of the reHolutinn mentioned was m-eived by tho Itevenuo 
Department. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Rai Batiailur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: AVill the Ilon ble 

Member be pleased to staU* if he is aware of any such resolution Wing 
passed by the Landholders’ Assoeiution.® 

The Hon’bia Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: No. I do not 

remember seeing any such. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon'blo 

Member be plea.sed to slate if lie is awuic of any similar rt'solulion being 
passed by the l..andholders’ Associatmn elscwhcM*)^ 

Tha Hon'hle Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: I have nothing 
further to add. 


Use of books by tho piipilt of privato tchoola not inoludod in Hit 
approYOd list of ltxt4boofcs« 

77n Mtulai ABDUL KARIM: ia\ Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
ehargi* of tin* Kducation lK*f>ai tment In* pleuseft to state the leasonse 
for the issue of a < ircular hv the Director of Puhlie Instniction, Hengnl, 
to the effect that if unaided private seluN>ls use any IkioUs not included 
ill tho a|i]>rov(Mi list of text-Usiks, their pupils shall Ih' dis<|Uidific<l 
from holding (Jovernment scholarshijwJ^ 

{h) Ifa.H it la*en ascertainisl that objectionable Inw^ks are |»res(’rilie<l 
a« text^booh.s in unaideil private schfiolsP 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the uflirmnlive, will the Hon’blo 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the names 
of the lHK>ks which have come to his knowledge? 

Tho Hon*blo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (o) The Director of 
Public Instnution, Bengal, circulated Insjxvtors a copy of certain 
of the Text-BfKik < ommittee Buies which affecte<l unaided schimls. 
One of them (No. 2*'i) .states, ‘T'andidates from an unaideil schmd aro 
liable to be exchideil from comjietition for a tioveniment sf holarshijp 
if text«books, which are not on the authorisetl list, are in use in tho 
acbool iu question.” 

(h) No. 
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Mr. SYAMAPUMAO MOOKER4EE: Will the Hou'ble Member be 
pleaded to state what Goveminent scholarships he is referring to here? 

The Hon’bl« Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Government are 
-considering the re-wording of the rule that has been referred to here. 
1 suggest that no further questions should be asked until the wording 
of the rule has been recast. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I point out that (a) 
has not been answered at all, not satisfactorily answered. With due 
subiniMsion to you, Sir, 1 say that tlie (juestion has not been satis- 
factorily answered. If a satisfactory answer is given, I would not have 
argued at all; but when an unsat isfaitory answer is given, might we 
not ask for a proper answer? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can put supplemenlary questions to clear 
qp the mist, but you cannot criticise an answer. 


Vendifig of oxoite shops within Howrah town. 

78. Dr. AMDLYA RATAN CHOSE: ia) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Agnculture and Industries (Excise) Ihqwrt- 
ment lie pleased to state whether the oj>inion8 of the (*ommis»i oners 
of the resjs'ctive wards of (he Howraii inuni< i|wlity were inviteil liefore 
the nuH'wul of liceio’es to the veinlors of different excise shops, e,g., 
wine, toddy, //onpi, ete.. within the town <if Howrah? 

(/>) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'We 
Minister Is* pleased to lay on the (aide ct»pies (»f the opinions of tbe 
individual ( Vuninissioiier in eaeh case? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister Ih' pleastnl to lay on the table a 
etfttcnient showing — 

(*) the names of the (Commissioners and their wards who did not 
give any opinion in the matter; 

(it) tbe names of such Commissioners and their wards aa sent their 
opinions in .support of the grant of licences to the excise 
shops; and 

(tit) the names and oddiesses of the owners of the excise ahope 
who have been granted new litences for their shops? 

MINItTER in (terii 8f AQRIOULTURE ani INOUtTRIBf 
<EXOIiB) DEPARTMENT (tiw HoiPbM Mr. Bljny PrmM Biigh 

"•»)« («) Ye«, it is the practice every year. 
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(<?) W (♦*) OaTenmieiit are not ]Hi>(nr(Ml to jrive any infor* 
xnation in legard to the opinions of the individual (Vimmissioner in each 
cone. 

(m) No near lieenre for any exc ise or opium shop has been frrante<l 
in the Howrah munici|mlity durinjr nor is Iheit^ a!iy j»ni|¥w»nl 

to grant any such new licence for the year l}KU*.1l^ 


SMTOh of *Ciidd6W’ af certain Marwari gentkmen at Caloiitta. 

79. Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: tui Is the lIon*hle Meml^er in 
charge of the Political lX*iwrtinent awurc^ that <cn the 2Tth of .luly, 
1930, the guddees of oightetui respcM'fahlo Marwari gentlemen 
including a ineml^er cd this ('ouncil were searchcMl and their Ixscks of 
acc'ouut were seized In the |*oli(e, and thc\ were suhstHjUc'iitly put on 
trial ? 

ih) Is the HonMde Mcunln'r a\'are that this action was taken oti 
the complaint of a |MM*son who has Imnmi held In the' tided l’n*sidency 
Magistrate to lie a man of stnewj^ 

(r) Has the' attcMition of the Ifoiiidc* Meinls'r lw‘c*n drawn to the 
judgment of the (liicd Pn'sideiicy Magistnit*' rn which lie olrserved 
that ^‘thut this was essential) \ a case* for prior iiM|ni»v l>\ the* police, 
and a wholesale issue' <d searc h warrants for tin* iKMiks of these* firm* 
wn« unjustified on the* basis of the vague* |>e*tition”? 

id) Will the llon’ble* Me*mbe‘r Is* ple*ase*ei to slate* whether tho 
Government are e(»nsi<le*ring the* de‘sinil>ility <d taking any eiise ijdiniiry 
action against the* Magistrate who was re‘s|HU»sible for issuing the sard 
search w'arrants?' 

(e) Will the Hemide McmlH*r Ik* ple*ase*el tee state whether tho 
Government are* cemsidering the eh*siruliilit\ e»f alluying the public 
feeling that exists by giving an assurance* that the*re* W'ill Ih* no rejietl- 
tion of similar e>rde*rs in future*? 


Tim Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: fu). (fO, (r) Yen. 

(d) No. 

(f) No. Government can give no assurunce em matters e>f judicial 
diicretion. 


Mr. •« C. 0HATTER4EE: Will the Hotrble MeiulH*r U* pleased to 
•late whether Goverfiment approve of the actioo taken hy the 
Ifagiatrate? 
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The Hoil’Mt Mr. W. D. R. PR ENTICE: The Executive Govern- 
ment d<» not iutcrfcn* witli the orders or discretion of the judiciary. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Wilt the Hon'hle Member be pleased to 
tell IIS when lie hop«'>. for a remedy aj^aiiist this sort of thinjfl^ Does 
any ujiptai lie to th<- Hifrh (Vuirt in u inatttT like this*' 

TN Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Mr, Chatterjee is an expert 

law'yer who eun ad\ise on this mueh better than I can. 

Cmral disoutsion of tho Budget of the Covornment of Bengal for 

193142. 

Khan Sahib Mautvi BAZLUL HUQ. Mr. IVesident, Sir, I take the 
privile^ft* to say u few words on the bud^M*t. It shows a lamentable lack 
of real sympathy for the economic uplift of the country. It betrays 
beyond shadow of doubt (joveriiiuent’s apathy to render any substantial 
help to the millions of dumb population — 1 mean the meek and helpless 
cultivators. No attempt has been made to control tlie prices < f jute 
and to save tlie prodmers from the clutches of the unscrupulous 
middlemen. We e.\peeted that Government will .surely avert the crisis 
by di'visinj; means for their rescue. But we have been much dis- 
appointed. The usual plea of paucity of fund cannot stand in the way 
if tlicre were r<uil intention, (tovernment will he aide to meet the 
heavy hud^fet deficit - u deficit of not itl or 2tl lakhs of rupees — hut of 
humlreds <d lakhs of rupees — but will not be able lo find out money to 
save the hun^rry jute g^rowers from tlie exploitation of jrreedy traders 
and their (’ommission agents. This plea, if advaneed, will have no legs 
to stand. If you breakdown the bn<*kbones of these people you will be 
shattering to pieces the backlwne of the nation. 

'^Noxt comes the question of amcMidmeut of some of the provisions of 
the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act relating to payment of mlttmi on 
transfer of occiqumcy-raiyati holdings and rights of pren'inptioii. It is 
indeed surprising to find that (iuverniaewt joined hands with the 
Sw'ttrajist members of this House to defeat ‘Mr. J. L. Bannerjee’s 
resolutitm on the subject last yeai. It is e<)ually surprising to find that 
ibe Sw’urajist members, almost all of whom entered the Csmncil 
Chamber with the help of these ignorant raiyats, conveniently forgot 
them and their catu»e. Mysterious are the ways indeed. *^Duriiig the 
debate on Mr, BannerjtMp’s n?solutioii the Hon’ble Member held that if 
the law be allowed to stand people will be aerustomed ib it and the 
revenue fall of lls. 37 lakhs under *'f»tamp and Begistration** will 
)t<i *Aw A hrierht future. We onlv wished for the 
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T«tlisaticm of his hopes. But, alas, it remaiuetl still unrealiied. For 
we fiud under the receipt side of the head ‘SStamp’’ actual amount 
realioed in 1929^0 to be Rs. 1,01.10,110 against this amount 
Its, 1,13,00,000 were budget for the year J0at»41. This last ligurt^ had 
to be reduced to Rs. 83,(H>,0(K) on revision. J. 4 ist year there were 17 to 
18 lakhs of rupees defi('it in revenue under this head. This year also 
we find the same amount of deficit under the \erv bend, if, of (‘oiirse, 
the anticipated revised budgeted amount be reali/AMl in full. The same 
is the case with respect to receipts under “Registiation.’' The Hoirble 
the Finance Member ha.s n<lmitted in his note at the foot of the hiidgel 
statement that the deficit is partly the lesult of anuuHled Bengal Tenancy 
Act. I congratulate the Hon’hle Member for bis frankness. 

It may be argued from some interested (juaiteis that the fall in 
revenue is due to world-wide trade «lepression and to civil di.sobedienc^' 
movement. But, Sir, we are in c lose touch with the* |K*(»ple*- stw 
diret tly what is happening in the mufassal - know diicM tly what are the 
fe<*lings of the mufassal pc'oplc* and thus *n a belter position to judge. 
Sir, these provisions of the Ac t have brought in untold miseries on the 
poor tenants. The pric e of land has appreciably gone down and in spite 
of it, the seller has to pay the landlords’ fees at 20 cent, from the 
aale-priKceds. He has also to satisfy the illpaid umlas c»f the r.umindiir as 
otherwise the engine of oppression—l mean the right of prc'-emption 
will be set in motion. Over and above the seller has to nic*et the* hc‘avy 
transmission costs of landlords’ fees and heavy stamp duty bedsides 
other incidental co^ts. The hungry seller after all finds to his surprise 
that only a paltry sum remains in his handr^’Fliesc* are the plain truths 
and I relate them to you for your sound and mature judgment. 1 
assure you, Sir, that the revenue on these heads will not iiuTease and 
oven if the civil disobedience moverneiit be calb’d oflf and the trade 
depression ceases. The Hon’ble Revenue Mcuiiber assured us that the 
question of amendment will be considered on the receipt of the current 
year’s revenue statement and so the iiiillions of hungry raiyats are on 
their tip-tot*s of exjM'ctations, Will In* not honour the sm red words 
fallen from his lips!^ 

Looking to the exptmditure side we find some big items of eipendi- 
lure which could he easily avoided if the authorities only wished. 

Sir, one is surprised to find lack of aympathy of the ffovernment for 
the nation-building departments. The flon’hle popular MinisU^rs have 
lieen mercilessly put in an awkward position. For no money has }>«^n 
placed at their disposal to meet popular demands calculated to improve 
the condition of the country educationally, economically and physically. 

The Co-operative is the only department in the portfolio of Agricul- 
ture which is rendering service to the rural people. But it is a pity 
that no sum has been placed at the disposal of the department for it% 
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«ipanHian and representation in unrepresented area and to meet the 
fulJ demands of the f^o-operation to extricate them from the hands of 
the exac'tinf^ mahajans and to effectively lower the usurions rates of 
interest still prevailinjr. 

The Departments of A«:ricultiire and Industries are the most top- 
heavy departments and require immediate overhauling^ if real business 
is meant. Some of the fat salaiied posts should be immediately 
abolished and money thus relieved should be utilised in serving people’s 
interest directly. Money should be found out any how, by loans, 
curtailment of expenditure on heavy luxurious civil work projects and 
retrenchments, which can be safely and conveniently effected in the 
departments concerned, for supply of scientihc manures, seeds, 
implements of husbandry — for opening experimental and demonstration 
farms in every important centres in the district and patting agricul- 
tural officers in every district and trained demonstrators recruited not 
from the hhadrnlok class as hitheHo done-— but from the cniiivating 
class. 

3 p.m. 

Sir, cultivation is for the cultivators and their f/ttru also must be 
cultivator — must be a person whose forefathers were cultivators — whose 
main profession is nothing hut cultivation —who do not feel it a shame 
to jump into the field barefooted and extend his helping hand to the 
ignorant cka$as in knc'e-deep mud and water. I highly deprecate the 
recruitment from the hhadrnlok class — a ( lass whic h always hates the 
cultivators — a c lass which thinks it l»eneath its dignity to touch plough 
not to speak of ploughing — a class wlucli has no idea about cultivation, 
not to speak of experience — a class which has no sympathy for the 
cultivators; what beueiii, Sir, can he expected from this class of demon- 
strators is heyoncl our comprehension. 

Sir, we have some demonstrators hut they have nothing to 
demonstrate. Their only duty, it appears, is to collect and prepare jute 
forecast and aometime to salaam the chief executive officers of the 
station. When this is done, the day’s work is Enished. There should 
be a guiding and supervising agency over tliem. They should be 
conveniently place<l under the rontnd of the district and local boards if 
there be no agri<*ultural officers in the station. Tbe>' should have 
dednite routine daily wwks outlined by the department. 

Sir, every year we End flood and ubra (a kind of disease) to destroy 
paddy plants — leaving vast fields without a single plant to yield com. 
No step has yet l>een taken to eradicate these evils. What the Director 
of Agriculture with his se'veral assistants enjoying fat salary ranging 
from Rs. 1,000 to Rs, 2,250 a month is doing P The poor tax-paym 
^ kave a right to know. 
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Sir, tli« quality of the rattle is deterioratioff day by day. No 
efl^ire stejis have yet been taken to impmve their rtmditioii. Hundreds 
of cattle are dying every year. The Veteriimry Department rtnild do 
notking on the plea that no medicine has yet lieeii invented for certain 
claaC of diseases and that they possess tu» medicines. There is no officer 
to watch them. 

Sir, the budget should be so framed as to la* appealing and ucreptable 
to all but the present budget sadly lacks in them. 

In the “Education” head we find drastic cuts. The budgeted amount 
for the current year was Hs. l,r‘t4.71,(XK) which has been retluced on 
revision to Its. 1 ,29,20. ()(H). We find a further reduction in the next 
year’s allotment, a reduction of a inugnificeiit sum of above 5 lakhs of 
rupees. The cry of the people to pay more attention t(» education is a 
cry in the wilderness and the demand of the people has lM»en met by 
curtailment of funds. No money has been provided for preliminary 
expenses in connection with free and compulsory primiirv education. 
The amount for grants>iu-aid to private Hecondni v schooln hus been cut 
down. No provision has been made to elevate the conditi(»n f»f the educa- 
tionally backward communities. The grants to non-fiovernmeiit primary 
schools and to local bodies for primary schools have been mere lessly 
cut down. Money is not fortbeoming for edmation nf the chiblrcfi of 
the backward coininunities which form at least 90 pei cent, of the entire 
])opuiution of llengal. No provi.sion han been made to render real help 
to the cause of edmation of the M(»HlcmH who form moie than 50 per 
cent, of the [>opiilatioii ; you eiinnot do away with Moslem education if 
you reall\ mean nalvution of the country and alUroiinil iiiprovement. 
I believe there is none in this House of Dr. Mewmjee s temperament 
regarding Moslem interestH. The (wo great communities miiNt live 
side by side and must be allowed to grow and beforne equal, educa- 
tionally, economically and |Mditically, so that they may shoulder the 
responsibilities of united Hengul harmoniously and efficiently otherwise 
no real unity will be possible, no unity will l>e permanent and no quarrel 
will end. 

Some special State schidarships for training in foreign ( ountries and 
some more district sitholarships should be provided for really deserving 
Moslem youths. Keduced fee rates in schools and I'olleges should be 
allowed to Moslem l>oys who are proverbially poor and who on accxmiit 
of their own folly have allowed their quota of State patronage to be 
enjoyed by others in the past. The demand is moderate and I ho[>e 
no one will grudge it. 

Sir, hfter a deep slumber of about two l enturies Oovernment have at 
Inai found the ueiesaity of making primary education free and compul- 
•ory. In the teeth of opposition the B.ll has been passed into law. 
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In consideration of the importance of the measure, the ill-clad, half- 
fed, poverty-stricken people afrreed to bear the major part of the 
expenditure, but it is much to be rej^retted that the Government displays, 
through the budget, a lamentable lack in earnestness. Even in deficit 
budget money is available for avoidable schemes but no money is 
forthcoming for the most pressing and crying popular demand ! No will, 
no way. 

Sir, next allow me to dwell on public health, sanitation and water- 
supply. Thousands of people are carried away every year by kala-aaar, 
malaria, cholera and other fell diseases but no steps worth mentioning 
have yet been taken and the amount placed under these heads for real 
help is too insignificant to meet the requirements of 4J crores of 
men. We have < huritable dispensaries but the amount allotted for 
medicine purpo.se is too small and inadecpiate. Are not these mufassal 
dispensaries sham institutions? If you compare the number of patients 
attending these dispensaries and the cost incurred for supply of medicine 
you will be convinced that the cost per head will not exceed the magni- 
ficent sum of a pice. What then do the needy patients get? Nothing 
but aqua pura. Princely amounts are spent for palatial buildings and 
for salaries of staff but alas! no money is available for real works — 
the needs and necessities! and who would not condemn this sort of 
administ ration ? 

The question of rural water-supply is (me of the burning topics of 
the day. Hut similar tieatnient we find liere also. The money provided 
is ridi<’ulously small and the rigid condition of bKul condition stands 
in the way. Peujde are pu\ing a most heavy road ceH.s, why then local 
contribution again? The authorities should consider that scarcity of 
woter is prevalent in the area inhabited by i>oor people — people who 
have no means, and an imposition of local contribution means denial of 
State patronage. A suitable amount should be earmarked for free 
distribution. 

labU SATliH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : Sir, I can hardly 
congratnlala the llon’ble Finance Member on the way he has exercised 
the privilege of framing the budget presented to us, or on the policy 
underlying the exercise of the same privilege termed by bimaelf aa 
“doubtful”. 

Tike budget nowhere bears any mark of care, forethought, and 
foresight, and taken as a whole shows an utter disregard for the principles 
of sound ec*onomy and economics. Nor did the realities of the general 
economic situation in the country appeal to him as we expected they 
would. The budget shows the reckless uncx>ncern for the revenue deficits 
which has become traditional with the Government of Bengal since the 
Montford Reforms. The reforms ushered in an era of huge and 
ruinous axpeudlture due to top-heavy administratiou with ita many 
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cojMaitiiMiits wd oWigatioa* and an extended thouirh impotent tak- 
tiiw. The cry of the reform child at ita very hirth wa# a cry fo/mor# 
gold. The reformed Government therefore came forward with three 
taxation Bills which not being enough they alw appointed a Uetreiudi- 
ment Committee to devise ways and means of reducing expenditure. 
Taxation and retrenchment both were thus felt lUM-essary and imperative 
to keep the machinery working. The cti-operating Council of the day 
was lured into giving its consent to the passing of the taxation Bills by 
apecious ptomiMS on the part of the Government, that the excess revenue 
thus obtained would be spent on the nation-building departments— 
promises which as everybody knows have never been fulfilled. That 
however is another matter. The recommendations of the Uet renchment 
<'ommitt^, which wa.s composed of men of great business talenta and 
va.st official experience, were shelved. The inequitous Meston settlement 
needs no special mention. The result has been a chronic state of financial 
deficit and a stagnation of all nation-building activities complained of 
from time to time by Ministers and Councillors. The administrative 
machinery was kept going by clumsy makeshifts ami devices. A serious 
attempt luis never been made to Imild up a permanent balance by 
adjusting revenue expenditure to revenue receipts. The lesult has been 
an utter breakdown at the very fust touch of a trade depression. 

To bring the point vividly before the House I would illustrate my 
^observation by referring to the budget presented to the Madras Council. 
I here in H/29-dO they had a closing bulam e of Hs. 5 .17 i rores with a 
surplus ot Ks. 1 24 crores. I’heii in HldO-dl there was a deficit of 
K«, oC crores leaving a closing balance of Hs d 'tU crores but they have 
framed the budget of 1931-d2 so as to reduitc that deficit to JIa. ^09 
crores. The observation of the Finance Member in this connectioir is 
most important, lie says: *‘To adjust more closely the revenue 
receipt* and revenue expenditure should he the main object of our policy, 
haJance or no halamr. It is essential that we shotiJd do this if the 
finauidal creclit of the province is not to suffer detriment. ' As a striking 
^ntraat to this we are coiuplaceiitly assured by the HoiCble Finance 
Member of Bengal that the meagre balance of Its, 44 lakhs will com- 
pletaly diaapfiear next year. The llon’ble Meiulwr has only pursued 
the traditional policy of uncoiic ern of the ifengal Government for revenue 
deficits. This iwlicy may, in the present instance, have received added 
strength from the conviction that a national tiovernment will in the near 
future succeed to these legacies of debts and insolvencdcEss. I have said 
that this problem of deficits is not new in Bengal. It haa bnly biNin 
deepened and accentuated by the world-wide depression. 

The civil disobedience movement can hardly W said to be responsible 
for any deficit of revenue in Bengal. I join issue with the Hon Tile 
Member when he seeks to fasten the responsibility for any loss of rave* 
|itMl on titai movameni. The budget figure# ihemseJvei give a oonvincing 
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raply. In 1930-31 the fall in revenue of the several important itema 
as compared with the actuals of 1929-30 are as follows: — 


Per cent. 

Excise revenue ... ... ... 20 

Stamps ... ... ... 20 

Forest ... ... ... 22 

Registration ... ... 25 

Administration of Justice ... ... 25 

Jails and Convict Settlements ... ... 19 


So much to the credit or discredit of the civil disobedience movement 
in Bengal. On the expenditure side this movement is made an excuse* 
for the increase in the Police grant of 1930-31 of about Rs. 11 lakha 
over the actuals of 1929-30. But the budget figures from 1927-2S 
onwards show that it has been a systematic policy with the Government 
to increase Police grant every year by Rs. 10 to Rs. 14 lakhs. The 
increase in 1930-31 according to the revised e.stimate was rather Rs. 3- 
lakhs less than the increase in 1929-30. Where then is the contribution 
of the civil disobedience movement towards this increase P 

Leaving aside the question of the effect of the civil disobedience 
movement the principles followed in revising the estimates for 1930-31 
and framing the figures for 1931-32 deserve the greatest condemnation. 
The ratio of allotment between the transferred and the reserved sidea 
is an old unredressed grievance. Roughly for 1931-32 it is two-thirds 
for the reserveni side and one-third for the transferred. Our Minisiera 
and the Executive Councillors form a happy family of seven. The 
Minisiers together are to get the sisters’ share, and the Executive- 
Councillors together the brothers’ share as under the Muhammadan law. 
Coming to details of pruning in the revised estimates for 1930-31, the 
orthod(»x method of pruning the expenditure on the transferred depart- 
ments, such us Education, Medical, Agriculture and Public Health, has 
l>een followed with a vengeance. Considering the smallness of original 
grant for these department.^ there should not hove been any reductioib 
of the estimates under these heads. 


3-45 p.m. 

Sir, our expenditure on education per head of population is lowest 
%mong the civilised nations. Our expenditure on agriculture including 
the Zoological gardens is only 4 per c«nt. of the revenue derived from 
this source, and yet the economic salvation of our maeaes, which 
admittedly depends on the developroent of agricnlture on modem linea^ 
is always on the lips of our lords. Our industries are either dying or 
languishing for want of funds. We alone remain stationary andill Is 
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worW-wide movement for nationalisation of industries and iirtniuetion 
on large scale by the introduction of electrical power distribution 
system, etc. Not to speak of European countries, even the other Indian 
provinces are far ahead of us with their schemes of industrial develop- 
ment. Is it not suicidal to apply the axe to these departments y If you 
are to keep up the face and semblance of a civilised Government you have 
got to assist the development of these nation-building departments at 
whatever cost. 

Sir, in framing the estimates for the same policy and the 

same principle have been followed. Wbat strikes one at the outset is 
the increased estimates of revenue receipts by Rs. 7,54,600 over the 
revised estimates for the current year, and the estimates of expenditure 
framed accordingly. No justification has been afforded for theim 
increased estimates in the s]»eech of the Hon’hle Finance Memher. The 
budget statement, however, makes frequent references to the revival 
of trade as the only condition which can fulfil the hopes of increasul 
revenue. I grant, Sir, that the authors of a hmlgct cannot hut ha\e 
their own hopes or fears as the case may l)e in regard to matters such 
as these. Bui I ask if there has been during the last few months any- 
thing to sustain the hope of a speedy revival such as would increase the 
revenue returns. So far as jute is concerned the revival is bound to 
take a long time and in the earlier stages utterly inadequate. Then 
how are we to hope for an increased revenue from stamps, regislratiou 
and other i terns. ^ As for trade revival outside, I think most authorities 
who are competent to speak on this question, inclmling the Finance 
Member of the Government of India, are far from sanguin *. Even if 
optimism were not so untenahle, I contend that the Finame Memher 
of Bengal ought to be more cautious in his estimates than his confrerft 
in other provinces or at the centre. The Imhince on which we are work- 
ing is ridiculously low, and the slightest variation from estimatei will 
upset the general finam inl ]>osition and hasten well-nigh a cusi^. I do 
not think that these urguineiits did not enter the mind of the llon’hle 
Member when he framed hi.s estimates. 

This optimism is due to a <lesire to avoid showing a far heavier ileib it 
and also to provide for unnecessary grants like the Teesta bridge, the 
Bally bridge, roadways and brntpaths and such other luxuries which 
might be postponed for better days. This to say the least is most 
unbusinea»-like. When the revised estimates will come to be made our 
hopes of little inc-rease of expenditure here and there in the nation- 
boildixig departments will probably completely vanish and more and 
more pruning will leave a keen sense of disappointment in our minds. 

Sir, it is not my intention to enter into the detaih. My object is 
only to allow that a wrong financial policy, a bankruptcy of intellect at»d 
an utterly selfish outlook on the pari of the Government have driven 
Bmigal to the verge of'ruin. Nothing but the initaalion of a bold and 
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utaietman-Hke financial policy can restore the financial credit of the 
province and save Bengal from min. As a business bo«ly the Covem- 
ment must inexorably stick to the fundamental principle of adjustiiijr 
the expenditure to the revenue receipts. 

Increase of revenue by any further taxation is out of the question, 
lletrenchment is then the only way open and that retrenchment to be 
effective must be an all-round one and must follow the lines of recom- 
niendations of the Retrenchment Committee. The HoiCble Mr. Marr 
would have found the Ailadin’s lamp if he had caxed to search for it on 
the dusty shelves of the Secretariat, in the reports of the Retrenchment 
Committee and the Greaves Committee. Useless and sinecure posts 
reserved for fossilised officials, like the Commissionerships of Divisions, 
should be aholislied. Expenditure on police must be reduced to the level 
of the pre-Roform days. Fat salaries whos«) values have suddenly 
doubled owing to the fall of the prices of commodities must be cut down 
in agreement with the Government of India wherever necessary, to a 
reasonable extent, if Bengal is to have a balanced budget at any lime 
in the near future, unless of course the Government of India can be 
made b) surrender a part of the Customs duties or the income-tax derived 
from Bengal, which concession seems now out of the question. 

Do the Government feel any real sympathy for the population of 
Bengal, described as “patient’' by the llon’ble Finance Member? Can 
the high officials of Bengal not rise to the height of the little sacrifice 
whicdi the country has the right to expect from them? Can the Govern- 
ment not trust more and more to our good-will and less and less on the 
strength of the police force? Can you not share with the impoverished 
masses of Bengal the burden of a costly civilisation which they have 
borne so long ungrudgingly till their backs are about to be broken? If 
you cannot do all these, 1 am afraid the day of reckoning will not be long 
in coming for yourselves as well as for ourselves. 

KMlIir SHIB SHBKHAIIEtWAR RAY: Sir, as a representative 
of those who make the largest contril)ulion to the revenue of the 
Goverumeal of Bengal — I mean the landholders of Bengal — I feel it 
incumbent on me to bring to the notice of the Hou.se, es}ierially to that 
of the Treasury Benches, the precarious condition of the landholders of 
Bengal caused by general trade de|)ression now prevailing in the country. 
Beliove me. Sir, when 1 say that there are very few landlords in the whole 
of Bai^l who have been able to eolleot even a quarter of their dues from 
ihair tenants during the course of the whole year. Such a state of 
affairs has been unknown to Bengal during the last 100 years or even 
more. It may seem strange, but it is a fact that even the owners of 
profitable and valuable estates have found it extremely difficult to raise 
loans on the security of their property. This may be due, either to the 
scarcity of ready cash in the land or tp a sense of insecurity which seems 



BUDaET DISCUSSION. 


101 


m^] 

to hive seised the cnpiUliits. In au.v case, Sir, the landlords are in a 
terrible fix. There does not seem to he any pmsiM^rt ol a favourahle 
(duinge in the situation in the near future. T'tter ruin stares them iti 
the lace and the whole class of landlords are now in a state of panic. 
Under the strict and stern sunset law they have t«» pay (Government 
revenue before sunset on a fixed date, failing which their estates auto- 
matically go under the Government nm tioneer’s hauuner. Confronted 
with such dire calamity their only hope now lies witli the Government 
and on behalf of the landholders of Hengal 1 earnestly appeal to Govern- 
ment to come to their rescue. The c<inditiou of tlieir peasantry ttw is 
pitiable, but under the ordinary law of the land, they can with immunity 
withhold payment of their dues for an iiulefinile |>eriod, while under 
the existing sunset law, there is no relief for the wniiindars of Bengal. 
How and in what iiuiuner (he (iovemment cun liring relief to them. I 
leave entirely in the haiuls of (}o\ernmeiit li> <levisi*. Sir, certain 
suggestums have been uuule t<i me and 1 (hem for what the)** are 

worth. It has been suggested that the Go\eriiment ma> arrange with 
the Imperial Bank of India to advam e loans to the revenue-paying 
landlords to the extent of the Government levenne due horn them at a 
reasonable rate of interest, or in the alternative, (iovemment may borrow 
the amount and advance it to the landlords us u short-period loan at a 
higher rate of interest, making it a first « barge on their estates. Sir, 

1 implore the Government to meet the representatives of the landholders 
of Bengal and find out the way to save them from ('omplete wreck, 

I also appeal for some smaller facilities from the U<*venue Member in 
the shape of postfKmement of the survey and settlement operations and 
collection of settlement charges. Sir, I should further like to draw the 
attention of the llon’hle the Revenue Member to the accumulation of 
something like Rs. ^17 lakhs in (he hands of (fovernment on acc-tiuni of 
non-withdrawal of landlords’ fees by the luridholdeis. The c hief reason 
for this non-withdrawal is the unpnictical and unworkable procedure 
provided by the new Tenaiic y Ac t. A pro. edure w In. h makes him h slate 
of things possible certainly recjuires an iinim‘diate overhauling and I 
hope and trust that (he llon’ble (h«‘ Revenue Member would be pleased 
to take necessary action in the matter at once, 

Mwlvi iYIO MMIO iAKIH: Sir, tlw v«*ry lliintir,, of ihp Houm 

will convince any one that the 6n«mial «lBU-ii>pnt of the Hon’ble 

Finance Member haa fallen flat on ue. If i» a alalfinenl which neither 
aatiafiea anybody nor hold, out any ho,ie in our brea»t«. If I may be 
permitted to nay it i* a tedious piwluction and as it lenKthens out 
it becomea still more so. 

a 

Sir, lookimr info the budget proper, I notice that, while all other item# 
have bM dMitided of their proper shere, the only thinff that has 
favowaMe and liberal consideration at the hands of the Finance Member 
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i» the Police Department; while all other items of expenditure hav(* 
been cut down, the police expenditure has been allowed to increase to 
what was more than last yearns sanctioned budget and somewhat 
nearer to the revised estimate. While we notice that even the Imperial 
Government have cut down their military estimate by Rs. 175 lakhs, 
the Police Department in Bengal has not thought it proper to cut down 
its figures. It is as if we are living in an atmosphere of battle — a tense 
war in which the Polic,e force of the Government of Bengal, arrayed in 
procincts like the Roman legions of old, are allowed to make their charges 
on anybody who dares to defy tlieir authority. They are like the legions 
of Luculius ami Ponipey, or like the Columns of Antonins and Trojan, who 
at the bidding of tlieir cominanders would fall upon whoever they think 
are opposing them — with this difference that instead of sword thrust they 
make hithi charges (with apologies to the lathi) upon an unarmed crowd 
wherever and whenever they can find them. This is what the bare 
reading of the budget leads me to say. Sir, whatever power there may 
he behind the scene, 1 should think tliiif the sinister shadow of the 
llon’hle Member who is re.sponsihle for the Political Deparlment sits 
athwart this hudgcf. AVe find timt even .such an imporfant nation-build- 
ing department as Kducution has been denuded of at least four lakhs of 
rupees during the past year. While we hear complaints of the fall of 
revenues dwindling down almost to nothingne.ss, we find that the follow- 
ing departments have received favourable consideratiofi at the hands of 
the Finance Member: The administration of justiie, the general 
ftdminisfmtion, jails and convict settlements — in one word those depart- 
ments which bring borne to the people of Bengal the repressive policy of 
Government — have received favourable consideration at the hands of 
the unreformed Finance Member of the reformed (lovernment ; and this 
bus been done at the present day in a budget which, to say the least of 
it, should have brought relief to the suffering departments and to the 
suffering people who from year’s end to year’s end, do not know — in the 
words of an eminent economist — what is a full-bellied meal, 

4 p.m. 

Coming to details w^e find that thousandxS of ru}»ees are being spent on 
seiTet service. I cannot understand why the sei:ret service is at all 
necessary, but the Hon*ble the Finance Member will say that there is the 
civil disobedience movement and Government have to preserve peace and 
order and to protect the people. This argument has been repfwted ad 
nauieum, I know that there is the civil disobedience movement, but 
who is responsible for itP If Government had followed the policy of 
nou-interferen<^, I think, the llon’ble Finance# Member would have been 
able to present us with a more favourable budget. The Gongrees launched 
upon the civil disobedienoe movement about ten years ago, but till the 
Government adopted a policy of repression the movement did not turn 
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^ ft fomwdftble pne. Had the GovemineMt not adopt<^ ihi« 
repwaaive policy, the movement would have died lon#r hko. Tlie move* 
meftt hft« been roused to its present pitch by llie repressive imlicy of 
Oovemment, end it is repression alone which is responsible for it. 

I have no doubt that no sooner a better |>olicy is adopted than the temper 
of the movement will also disappear. If you jjive oflfeni*^* to peojde for 
nothing, if you charge a harmless and non-violent crowd of proces- 
sionists, they are sure to swell in nuinlier in order to give vent to their 
protest and anger and liecome unruly. It is the (Government who have 
given an impetus to this movement. The less the argument ftir aug- 
menting the police budget the better. These people are not so incorri- 
gible as not to be amenable to rtNOion. If they hold meetings and pass 
resolutions it will not take away from (ioverniiieiit the |»ower they wield. 
If Government ignore them, tlie movement will die (»f itself. 

Coming to Kxcise, we find that the revenue has dwindled down. I 
do not think there i.s much to regret for it, (lovernment ought to find 
out some means hy which it might be posMlde to dispense with the 
oxcise revenue ultimately and adopt a progrexsue policy of prohibition. 
If you cannot do tliat, u total breakflown is bound to c(»nn‘ some day or 
other. 

The poor agriculturists of Hengal, a horn the Bengal Tenum y Act 
has affecte<l imisl, will find no seduce in this budget. As already stated 
by some of iiiy friends, the Bengal Tenancy A(‘l has put upmi the poor 
tenantry of* Bengal an aflditional burden of paving a c(»rtain amount by 
way of co.st of transmission of landloidn’ fe<'H. If you consult the 
records «d the Hegistration Department you will find that the ten per 
sent, fe** of transmis.sion have not Iwhmi spent to the fulh*st extent and 
much of it is lyitig accumulated. It is an additional method of taxing 
the poor people, I find that this budget is a ( lieerless one and unless 
you adopt a saner policy and ensure a calm and peaceful atirmsphere the 
situation is not going to improve. 

Coming to General administration, we find that the expenditure has 
increased here also. This is unjustifiable on account of the jute 
depression that has been brought about during the last few months. 
The Hoa*ble Finance Member has (old us that there has hiM^n a record 
of jute production. This would have Wn a viTy chwrful thing in any 
other cottftiry, but here we find that a re<’ord drop in the pri(M* of jute 
baa brought about the present financial depression. The members of 
the Treftsufy Bench responsible for the administration of the province 
ought to have taken timely notice of it and given facilities to the 
growers of jute for disposing of their produce in such a way as to give 
them ft Iftir return mnd thereby benefit the revenues of the country as 
w^, but instead of that they sat tight in their seats and sent files froin 
one peruon to nBother, It is the mal-administration, it is the want of 
bmtn, it is the want of idea and want of vision and imaginatiim that 



m 


BtJl)Q£T OtSCtJBBtOV. 


[2kd 

luM brought about the prefient state of affairs in the eounity . I should 
like to submit that if you want to carry on the administration of the 
country^ you should show greater aptitude in rehabilitating tbe finance#* 
of the province. 

Raji BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipiirs I 

cannot congrottilate the Ifon'ble Finance Meml»er on hig presenting a 
deficit budget of Rs. 1} crores, but conHidering the pregent economic 
condition of the country or rather of the whole world I am glad to 
find that ho hag been able to make the two ends meet anyhow. Trade 
depression and consequent low prices have been rightly made responsible- 
for the scarcity of money in the hands of the people but the situation 
in its entirety has been viewed by liim more from the political than 
from the economic point of view. Deficit budgets are the order of tbe 
day all the world over, the situation in India having no doubt been 
complicated by the civil d isobed ienc(^ movement with the result that 
all the energies of the Hiate are not bent on comlwiing the economic 
menace os they ought to l»e. The present deficit is due mainly to trade 
depression. The Hon’ble Fiiianee Meinf»er has observed that civil 
disobedience movement is one of the causes of the serious economic 
situation, but I do not think that the c ivil disol»edience movement is 
the main cause of this eccmomic distress in the country. Even if for 
argument’s sake we take it for granted that t)u* civil disobedience 
movement will be culled off, tlieii only a few heads of tbe budget will 
improve, vi:., stamps, rc'gistration, and so forth, but neither excise 
revenue nor the general condition of the country will improve thereby. 
Experts ore of opinion that it will take at least two years to revive the 
old condition. Tlie Finance Member has not made any suggestion aa 
to how to meet this deficit effcutively. In the present budget ho baa 
bcHUi able to make the two ends me<*t by Iwrrowing, but this principle 
cannot be followed in future and cannot l>e accepted as the ordinary 
rule. Something should W done to meet the demands and this can 
only be done either by new taxation or retrenchment. Tlie Taxation 
Inquiry Cowhlittee held that the taxing capacity of (he people had 
been exhausted. So retrenchment should bi» done without further 
delay. The only question is how and where retrenchments can be made. 
My humble suggestion is that a (*omroittee of officials and non-officials 
with a noDHifficial majority, as has betm decided in the case of tbe 
Central flovernment, be appointed, as was done in 1921, to inquire into 
the condition of the country and to submit its views as to how and in 
what directions retrenchments can be made. 

4-15 p.m. 

I may at once any that I and many of my friends consider that the 
•dminiitration is top-heavy. 1 also find that tha salaries hive hesil 
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idhftiieed «jm» tli« Ww. If you oompuro IJie piv-w pncod with th# 
pment, you will find an incrpaae of about thirtr por c^nt. It ia aliO 
a lact that allowancen have aliMi been itierea^ted ronaiderably aince tho 
War. In apite of thia fact, on pu^re 2()(J of the bndfret you will aoe aft 
item of “Compenaotiou for deurues* of fiKHlatulf!i’’ allowiwl (liia year. 
And the fun is that this has been increaaed by 2b per rent. ihi« year^ 
when the price of foodstuffs has dropped m much. Prices have coma 
down, but still the compensutioii ha.s Wii retained in the budt?ft. 
This is hou’ the hudf^et is framed. 

I asscxdate myself with what the Kumar Sahib has .said with rejifartl 
to the revenue-puyin^r i‘stat4*s. As one o( (he larifc lantlholders in (ho 
House, I beff to say that tlierc has been a great drop in the price of 
foodstuffs all over Bengal, and the xniiiindur.s are finding it very difficult 
to realise their rents from their tenants. If the nunindars are pressed 
for payment they have no other ulternutive but to press for payment 
from their tenants in turn, which means (hat the tenants will bo 
forced to sell their ( ommodities at a \ery low pri< (‘—in fact, without 
any profit to fhemselves at all. I consider th.it (his is highly iindotir* 
able. I wonder if ilie Hon ’hie Member in cfiarge of Finance has over 
considered this (jiiestion, nml will grant us some relief (his time. I 
have already spoken to him on the subject, and he has shown great 
sympathy and has promise<l to consider the matter. 1 appeal to him 
to make some effort ami take up the f{Uestion s(*riously with regard to 
the payment of the revenue next time. 

I beg to conclude with these few remarks. 

[At 4*20 p.in. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-'l0 p.m.] 

Rai Bahailur KESHAB CHANDRA BAHERJII Sir, in rising to 
speak on the budget, one cannot but hid good>hvo to the feeling of 
optimism about the material prosperity of this unfortunate province. 
The budget has been presented with no concern for the teeming roilliona 
of Bengal; the figures of expenditure under the different show 

how indifferent the Treasury Bench can afford to be in legard to the 
interests of the children of the soil. I do not protest against the deficit 
of ll«. l,39,57,fK)0 pointed out by the Finance Memlspr in his budget 
speech. I know there is the trade depression; I know there is the civil 
disobedience movement which has taxed severely the resources of 
Oovemment. Grievances are not against facts; grievanoee are against 
the allotment of funds ; complaint is against the way in which the budget 
has been balanced without due regard for public welfare. Btr, the 
budget jibould not merely be an estimate of receipts and expenditurea 
and there should not be a tendency to expend more on emergency 
oondiiions. Budget, I would like to point out, should not follow ih# 
beaten beads of expenditure and expenses increased or decreased in 
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acorn of public interest. Successful desk ^ork is of little help uulesd 
it is aided by sympathy and iraaf^ination and in these two virtues, the 
Members of the Treasury Bench have betrayed lamentable bankruptcy 
which is to be deeply deplored. The Finance Member cries, to quote 
his doleful languaf^e, “hitherto a closing balance of one crore of rupees 
has been regarded as the minimum margin of safety. It has in spite of 
drastic economics fallen well below that minimum and next year will 
see even our present small margin disappear^. 

What are the drastic economies? Public utility work must stop; 
the activities for tlie “welfare” of the police, jails, etc., would go on — 
rather they would increase. One crore and forty-seven thousand rupees 
would go to “eduentiem,” a cr(»re of rupe(‘s Medical and Public Health 
departments; Its. 27 lakhs to agriculture; Its. 12 8;") lakhs to industries. 
Thesif figures will cause a weeping laughter in any civilised part of the 
world. Bengal boasts of n population of 4(i,(J95,5.‘I(). The poverty of 
Bengal is grim; the health i.s menacing; illiteracy staggering; agricul- 
ture stagnant and industries undeveloped. All these are taken light- 
heartedly and finances are diverted to other directions. The budget 
allotments under the different heads mean that the respective depart- 
ments will not be closed but their hands stayed ; the Ministers will 
remain in office with no scheme to pursue; the people will be paying to 
the Stat« Treasury without any corresponding benefit being derived 
from it. 

Sir, 1 have not heard of any modern piogressive State slopping the 
sale of health ancl education to its nntioiiuls for finaiKiul stringency; I 
bave not seen Mclfnre activitie.s of the State starvi'd and stopped; I ha\e 
nut se(‘ii agriculture and industries suft'ering with the sufferance of the 
State. Financial stringency is, of course, a handicap but is not 
insunnountuhle. Sir, my submission is that if you get a welfare 
aeheme of ytnir own prepared for the development of roads and buildings, 
removal of illiteracy and improvement of sanitation and agriculture and 
for the expansion of internal trade and commerce and pursue that 
«<^beme for a number of years by means of loans, I can assure you that 
the economic! prosjierity of the people will be a great asset to the 
State. It is not by helping the divimation of the population through 
epidemics, starvation and poverty, that you add a pie to the State; it ia 
not by refusing education and shutting out improvements that you 
increase the financial resourcet of the Government ; it is not by starving 
the nation that you can grow strong. Those primitive conc^tions no 
longer hold the field. If you do not add to the economic prosperity of 
the country, nothing will be added to your treasury. It is not by 
taxing the people that the State treasury is filled ; it is by giving them 
bealib, education, the I»enefits of scientific agriculture and by supplying 
various other economic neetls and amenities of life that the resources of 
^e State can be augmented. It is an elementary principle of politicnl 
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•fcmomy that any ex]>eiiditure by the Stain for the welfare of the people 
crystalli«e« itfelf into a cApitel. Iiatgre pohlir es}>en (lit ores with an eye 
to the pponperity of the people are ntner wai»te<l ; they give a greater 
return than they would have under the other circum»lancea. 


But, Sir, instead of making tiK reaaed provisiona for the nation* 
building departments which turn out to l>e a profitable and paying 
propoHiticiii in the hmg run, tlie budget mIiows an im'reaae in expenditure 
on p(dice, jails and other items akin to them. No one disputea the 
importance of administration, otherwise adiat are ae here f(»r? Hut if 
w'e find that tlu' interest of law and order is crowding out all other 
interests and swallowing up the revenue, then, the store of geoerosity 
that we maintain in ourselves Ixvcmies exhausted. My complaint, Sir, 
is not against the police hut against the prodigal waste of pubhc money 
on their aceotint ; Sir, we want law and or4ler undouhtedly, but W® 
object to life and mind being bled white f(»i (heir sake. 1 wish to bring 
this fact to the promiiHuit notice tif the Hon’hle flie Finance Member 
that mere administration is unpnMlin tive and uncK'utivi* and, if 1 am 
allowed to use a metaphor. I must ^a> (hat men* lulmiinstration is a 
steam-roller, “formitlahh* in its weight and p<iwer, liming its uses but 
it d(a*s not help the soil to become fertib**’. Fn>v and order have been 
given extra prominence and the budget eonfiriiiH the suspicion that tlm 
Tn*asurv Hem h in 4>(ui<'erne<l more with the administration of the country 
tlian anything else. Su< h u primitive (-oiHcption of tlie State in the 
vear of grace Ifkil is to be highly regretted. It is the budget which 
exposes the cliaractcT of the adiniiiisliatiiui ; it is the budget whitdi 
affjirds the key to the working of the minds of our rub*rs; it is lh« 
budget which lays hare the whole storv ot the Stale*s activities. But, 
Sir. I must tell yon that the (ioveriiment , by exhibiting no skill and 
ingenuity in framing tlie bmlgo't, have betrayed their character. Hy 
starving and betraying the nutum-binldiiig ileparl merits, the (lovcrn- 
ment have starved and betrayed tin* people and it reipjires only a littio 
thought to convince all, that they have thereby starved and betrayed 
themselves. My misery is the State's misery arid my prosperity is the 
prosperity of the State — that is the ultimate proposition. Hy ignoring 
the jHHiple and considering only the administrative aspi^ t of the (jiiestion, 
great injustice has been done to froth the rulers and the ruled. 

In spite of the protest from the Treasury Ihmch, 1 hold tliat our 
Oovernmeiital macKinery is a top-heavy otte and H'onomieH might have 
been effected there. No attempt at n^ductng expenditure in administra- 
tion has been made ; no proposals of retrenchment have been enunciated ; 
the balancing of the budget has been done by an effort to starve the 
iiaiion^ruilding depaiimenU and by keeping in abeyance projects in 
which the poor tax-payer is vitally interested. I do not know, Sir, how 
the Ministers have relished the budget— they will perliaps have no 
programme to follow except their program me of tour. 
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1 do not wish to fpo into details to-day. I am not i inancial expert 
and 1 confess I do not understand the art of juggling with figures. I 
have, therefore, tried to confine my observations to broad principles 
only. Sir, I appreciate the difficulties of the Government in dealing 
with the situation which is responsible for the severe strain on the State 
exchequer. Those are facts and there is no help for them, although 
there may he difference of opinion in regard to the methods employed in 
coping with the civil disobedience and other similar movements. 
Regarding the working of the reserve and transferred <lepartments, I 
reserve my comments. It will he seen that the resen’e departments on 
the plea of law and order became unduly extravagant; the nation* 
building departments on the old plea of financial stringency were 
administered in a way whicdi is, to use a very mild expression, unsatis* 
factory. If money ( ould be procured for spe( ial tribunuLs and for 
dealing effectively with deteinis, why could nothing he done for the 
improvement of ugriculturer' Doe.s anyhod> seriously suggest that 
agriculture is much less important to Bengal than anything elseP Wo- 
have an apology of an Agricultural Dcpaitmcnt with *‘exp‘*rts” carrying 
oil research work in the Tiahorator> at Dacca, hut what the result of 
their labours y Have they succeeded in bringing home to the ignorant 
cultivator the benefits of scientific* agriculture? Have we ever seen the 
law and order departments being starved for want of fund.s? “Never, 
never,” but in the case of agriculture, it will always be “ever, ever.”' 
And these tragii^ and epic sufferings of the diimh millions of Bengal 
hate generated the forces of disaffection which necessitate undue 
expenditure on the departments of law and order. If you satisfy the 
people, there w'ill no longer be the necessity of incurring these expenses. 
Thus the best economy lies not in ignoring the peoples* claims and in 
increasing expenditure on police and special tribunals but in doing 
something whic h will satisfy the pt*ople. This will mean an automatic 
fall in expenditure on items tc» which object ioi» is raised. At a stage 
when Provincial Autonomy has been promised by the Premier, what 
record shall we leave to our suceessors? Deficit budget is not the point 
at issue but the starvation of the nation-building departments is the 
point of our grievance. If the nation is starved and ruined, what shall 
we do with the departments and the gentlemen presiding over tbemP 
I do not fear extravagance Wause that can Iw* remedied, but I fear the 
exhaustion of the resources of the country which is being brought 
about by the starvation of the people who represent the tnie capital of 
the country. 

Before I leaume my seal, I must, in spite of all that has been stated 
above* thank the Hw’ble the Finance Member (or the trouble he has 
taken to balance the budget, but at the same time I would like tis 
observe that bis endeavours would have Wn more appreciated if b# 
bad followed tbe example of tbe Members of the Britiiib Cabia«l a| 



mmiM mmimim. 


im^} 


m 


and came up witli the budiptl after effecting a reduction of 
nilariea and diairtbuting the saringt to the nation^building deparimentit. 


4 ^ p.tn. 

Mphtraji dACADISH NATH RAY, of DkitJfHir; Mr. Preeidcnt, 
the **doiibtiul privilege’' of my friend the Hoirble Member in 
charge of Finance, who in unfortunately abjieni now, made me healtaie 
not a little in participating in this diHciuaiou, um 1 wao mynelf not quite 
« 5 ure of it« uaefulnenH. But b<» thiH practice of a general dineuaiitm of 
the budget a relic of the paat, or 1 h> it a fruitful nource from which the 
Finance Member might or might not draw hit* inupiratiou fur futui'c 
guidance, our duty ia plain ao long an we are here. We must not be 
found wanting in an endeavour to put our view of the things however 
irlcBome it may sometimes ap(»ear to be. 

Circumstanced as we ore io*day with h>wering clouds on all sides, 
we can neither look upon my friend's budget nor upon the 

hnancial statement presented by him as things well worth congratula- 
tion. We had a foretaste of the situation in II is Kxc^llency’s address 
on the opening day <»f this session, but here we are brought fac^ to facie 
with far greater ditfirulties than we could think of. 1 might, however, 
say tliat if we were not altogether indifferent to our surroundings, the 
present position could as well Im* partly foreseen on the very day when 
the Finance Mcniher held out before our eye», suiiie 12 mouths ago, the 
'‘immediate prcisfw*ct” of “relief from past penury". Wliut with the 
loud cries of the unofficial imoiibers on such a day us this, and what 
with their well-meaning aitcuiipts to put brakes hero ond them, the 
gigantic’ wheels of (ioveriiment moved meclmnically in their own old 
grooves. 

Sir, the last year's budget was als<», in fa<*t, a deticit budget, and it 
is no wonder that we are threaUmmi this time with total bankruptcy in 
the near future. But whatever may happen to the country, it is sim&e- 
whal distressing to contemplate that one should Im drowned in hit 
aelf -excavated lank. How very very long ago the masier-miiida on both 
aides cautioned the Government against the idea t>f ikriving u peruuuumt 
income from what was generally called Abiuri in those days! 

Although I am somewhat pained to find that our good friend^s 
robust optimism has received a stiddcsn set-ba<;k, I can never 
420n8Cjentiously share in his desire for an increase in the excise revenue. 

Ml heard him cursing the “subversive movement” repeatedly in the 
course of his masterly presentation, the other day. This dangerous 
movement has no doubt affe<’ted the ffnanres of the Qovemmont and 
baa let lloooe forces which » if not called back at ontre, may spell ruin 
io many of us in the country. But X am almost sure that even if the 
Mtlum of tba preaent movement decide wisely to cry halt at once or if 
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the moTement be ultimately crushed and suppressed by others in the 
alternative, the more peaceful national current, that has to go on in the 
country and which has received the blessings of the Government in an 
unmistakable way, will ever include in its programme a campaign 
against the evil of drinking and drug-taking. 

Although the income from ‘^Stamp^^ may never be regarded as a 
questionable revenue, the people of course can legitimately congratulate 
themselves if the loss of revenue from that source means less litigation 
among them. But I do not think that “Registration’^ or “Stamp” has 
been affected in any way by popular excitement or by any wilful 
abstention on the part of the litigious public from taking recourse to 
law, excepting so far as politics of this nature may have a bearing on 
the general economic condition of the people. I am, however, vastly 
amused to find that congratulations are already being showered upon 
the Finance Member from a se< tion of the Press for his open declaration 
regarding the severe effect of the civil disobedience movement on the 
revenues from excise, stamp and registration. Is it not high time that 
the Government should seriously think of other avenues of income and 
let alone the Department of Excise to do better work than it has been 
doing at present? Sir, if the Finance Member, or the entire Local 
Government for the matter of that, shcmld still he counting upon a 
lessening of the strength of civil disob<»dience for a sure jump-up of 
their revenue receipts, without taking any initiative to relieve the 
present distress and to increase the purchasing power of the masses, 
besides making a magnificent offer of Its. 15 lakhs in two years as loan, 
I have nothing else but to think that they sadly lack pre-vision and 
an all-round vision. They are admittedly the two prime qualities which 
a budget-maker must nectessarily possess. 

Now, when I talk of the heads of revenue, I cannot ignore Land 
Revenue aliogeth(*r. The lloirble the Finance Member has been 
pleased to say that the deficiency of ready money — t‘uused, according to 
him, mostly by “the houiitifulness of Nature”— is direcf'tly reflected in 
Land Rsvenue among other things ; hut it is, he says, only confined to 
the estates directly under Government management. Sir, it would hav»* 
soothed many a heart in the pr<»sent critical times, if our friend had 
mentione<i in this connection what supreme effort the unfortunate land- 
holders of the country have l>een making to meet the sunset demands of 
the Government. Belonging as 1 do to a much-maligned lot and learned 
as 1 am in the past tragic history of my family, I am perforce prepared 
for any contingency ; but 1 feel greatly perplexed when the smaller 
landholders of my constituency, finding no ways of even incurring a 
loan on any terms whatever, ask roe in piteous tones to espouse their 
cause in this Council as well as in the Government House .near by. 

I have dealt with the revenue side in greater detail than I had 
origiuaUy planned to do. 1 am glad, however, to find that the 
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fii^iidiiiire side neeessitatiE^ very litUe talk dn my fmH. Some of my 
diflingoished friends will havt*, of course, their rusty old knives 
krighteaed in the meantime for applying them assiduously on the out- 
growths in demands for grants. But it is ns clear as anything that the 
malignant cancer, that showed in the past a tendency to extend itself 
and consume ail the limbs of the bmly. will of a certain iy prove too 
mneh for all attempts at removal until the constitutional change, that 
has been foreshadowed, is effected to the eternal ertMlit of our British 
rulers. For our present purposes, it is sufficient to remember that the 
closing balance of a little less than two erores of rupees is said to end 
in a closing balance of almut Bs. 4o lakhs, aei'ording to the revised 
estimate; and there would he no balance lefi at the end of 1931-32. But 
to have budgeted for a deficit of one cror© and forty lakhs is itself an 
achievement! Is it not useless to calculate what portion of the 
estimated expenditure of twelve crores and nlK>ut twenty-six lakhs of 
rupees has been allotted to the different heads of public utility? And 
is it not sheer madness to ask for more lil»ersl grants for any purfKUie, 
however laudable it may hi*? 1 do not therefore gr» into all that. 

I have only to say, in fine, that in spite of the many huge stumbling 
figures that have found pla<‘e in the budget speech, the llon’ble Mr. 
Marr has made it quite entertaining by his haj»py humorous reference 
to the resourceful activities of a genius in the Aralnan .\tght$ as well 
as by his interesting description of the honio-like propensities of tho 
mighty Government of India. 


5 p.m. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Sir, I think tho llon’ble Finance Menilwr can 
claim our sympathy and (oinmissorutiou for the unkind manner in 
which Fate baa dealt with him and Nature seems to have comhinetl with 
Man in upsetting bis calculations al>out the revenues of the province 
and have left us in the perilous [Kmition which his hudgei speech 
disclosed. If it is any comfort to us that the rest of India, if not the 
whole of the civilised world, is under the shadow of an acute financial 
depression, we have no doubt that consolation. I havu no desire, 
however, to minimise the grave res{>on§ibtlitv which rests on those who 
are pursuing activities which have already disturbed the economic 
equilibrium of the country with such disastrous consequences and which 
are in danger of seriously undermining the very foundations on which 
the agricultural and commercial prosperity of all civilised countries 
rest. It is sincerely to be bo|>e<l, that wiser C4>unsels will prevail and 
an honi{urable peace will be proclaimed and the country will turn its 
attention to its normal activities in fields of commerce and industry and 
tkni help ua to regain our economic equilibrium. Nevertheless, Sir, I 
•tthnit that in examining the financial position of this province, it is 
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nacmmry to diforeutiate between temporary obetaelee and difficulties 
which we hope will soon pass away from those which are of a more 
permanent nature and which for a series of past years hare so cruelly 
crippled and handicapped this province. For, although it may be true 
that the amount of the deficit in revenue in the present year and the 
anticipated deficits in the forthcoming year are not much heavier than 
those of the sister provinces of India, yet it will be noticed that all the 
major provinces of India are still able to discharge their nation-building 
responsibilities on a far ampler sf^ale than we can in this province. 
Sir, last year when discussing the budget I had occasion to refer at 
some length on the extremely unfavourable position in which this 
province has been placed with regard to all the nation-building departs 
ments of administration, such as agriculture, sanitation, public health, 
education and co-fjperaiion as compared with the other provinces and 
traced our misfortune to the same pivotal cause of our continuous and 
cruel financial starvation at the hand of the central Government. Last 
year I hod also occasion to observe that having regard to the momentous 
changes in the future constitution which are imminent, the Finance 
Member might well have taken the opportunity of making a comprehen- 
sive survey of our unsatisfactory financial position during the era which 
is alM)ui to close, and called upon the House to support him in a firm 
demand for the recognition by the proper authorities of the just claim 
of Bengal for a fairer financial appropriation of her revenues. Sir, I 
am sure nobody will question the overwhelming importance of this issue 
and I do not think any apology is necessary for repeating the same 
observations to-day. There cannot be any difiereine of opinion either 
in this House (»r amongst the thinking public of Bengal, that without 
the provision of ampler funds the devolution of larger political powers 
to the people will be but a barren gift But while there cannot be any 
difference of opinion either as regards the justice of our claim or the 
fundamental character of this issue in connection with the efficient 
working of any wheme of civilised administration in this province, 
there may W some (liffereme of f»piDion as to whether there will be any 
practical advantage in the members f>f this Hcmse taking up the 
consideration of this question at the present stage or in Government 
ap[)ointing a stnmg committee of the memWrs of the House, both 
official and non-official, to examine the question fully with a view to 
making suitable recommendations. If may l)e urged that the formation 
of such a committee may be somewhat premature, as on the one hand 
all available materials may have already been carefully examined and 
Government may not have any fresh materials to place before auch a 
committee, and on the other the question of the appropriation of 
revenue amongst the provinces was hardly touched upon by the Bound 
Table Conference and no indication has Wn given regarding the 
prinoiples which will guide future decision of this all-impoiinnl 
Ipieation, whether Mr. Ln5rton’s recommeiidntion of idkmation of Iwndn 
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<m t populatioii baats will accapied or some other more complex 
principle will be adopted. In niy humble judgment » However, it i« of 
the utmost importance that Goverumetit should proceed at once to 
appoint such a committee and the committee should set to work with 
the least possible delay. The committee which escamined this question 
in previous years is no ionjrer m existence and 1 am sore that it will be 
no reflection on the labours of that committee if we, who have no 
Imowledjfirc of what materials were place<l liefore that comniitiee and 
what use thej*^ made of them, now express a desire that we should take 
over due share of the hea%\v responsibility which rests on all meinheni 
of this House in this all-important matter. It w^ems to me that haviiiff 
re^rard to the obvious intention of His Majesty’s Government to complete 
all preliminaries as speedily as posvsible with n view to ushcrinfr in the 
new constitution with the least possible delay, we in this House will 
not be too early if we take up the consideration of this all-important 
question at the present stage; but if we defer action we may be in danger 
of being too late. We should also rememlier that in view of the 
Federal scheme of the future Indian constitution when the autonomous 
provinces will have to he more self-reliant than they are at present, 
this problem will asHume a fur greater iiiHK»rtunce, What we wish to 
press for is that Bengal, the richest province in India, with the largest 
population among the proviiu’es, should not be left in the presiuit 
position of abject poverty, when she finds the greatest difficulty in 
meeting the most elementary needs of the administration and when all 
the nation-building departments have to be systematically starved. 

Sir, the Hon'ble Finance Member has said that the strictest economy 
has been observed meet the heavy deficit in revenue which the 
unfavourable conditions at present prevailing in the province have 
brought about. But, Sir, I like to pcjint out, that it is not the postpine- 
ment of this work and that work only which is < oiled for; but a drastic 
curtailment of all superfluous expenses in connection with the present 
aystem of top-heavy ailraiaistration is urgently called for. Without 
any intention of making any personal reflection, I consider it my duty, 
to voice once more on this iKTasion what is undoubtedly the universal 
feeling of all educated men of Bengal, that the people of this province 
cannot afford any longer to continue to pay the extravagant wages of 
their servants in high places, while the ni<»st essential needs of the 
l>eople are being so continuously and shamefully starved. T had 
ocreasioD, not long ago, to point out how lamentably short Bengal’s 
allotment of funds is for such important departments such as Ivducation, 
Irrigation, Agriculture and Public Health, compared with other major 
sitmncet of India, and I was startled to lead in Sir Daniel HamiTtou's 
informing little book on ’^New India” that while the Punjab spends 9 
pm in the rtipee per heed of the population, Bombay ^ pies per head, 
end Midms ^ pies, poor BeiMwd enn afford to spend oflly 1) pies per 

• 
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bei^d on the all-important department of Co-operation, on vliicli 
welfare of the Ta»t majority of the people of the proyince so yitally 
depends. 

Sir, it is not long ago that in addressing the House on the promised 
acheme of a self-governing India I had the occasion to remark that the 
new scheme is chiefly valuable because it will give us the power by 
which we shall be able to raise the standard of the moral and material 
condition of the people and unless we apply ourselves steadfastly to 
that great task, the whole scheme of the democratic government of 360 
millions of people must inevitably break down. But in order to be able 
to approach this task w’ith any hope of success the first essential is that 
tbe province must receive a purity of treatment with the other major 
provinces regarding her revenues and be placed in a position of 
financial solvency. The second essential is that the present top-heavy 
scheme of the administration must be ruthlessly pruned, all other 
demands yielding to the clamant and imperious need of a rapid and 
substantial upward rise in the moral and materiul condition of tbe 
people. I commend these observations to the attention not only of the 
Government of to-day but to the future Goverument which will take its 
place to-morrow. 


BaIhi SATYENDRA NATH ROY * Sir, if we non-official members 
of the Council have year after year raised our loml voices demanding 
adc‘(|uute grants for the transferred depart meats in years of prosperity, 
and if we raised them in vain, is it worth whih? raising our voices to-duv\ 
asking for more funds for those departments when the Ilon’ble the 
Finauce Member has come Indore us with a deficit budgeiJ^ 

But as it is our privilege to avail ourselves of tin's opportunity U> 
my a few weirds not only regarding the budget and the financdal poliey 
f»f Government but also regarding its general poliey I would speak a 
few w’ords. 

I would first take up tbe e\< ise p<die.v of t io\eriiTiieiit. That policy 
has all along been tbe subjec t of severe eritieism both inside and 
outside this rouneil and this policy has in my humble* opinion been 
rightly c*omlemni'd by tbe Congress, although I may not agree with 
all the methods adopted by them to bring about tbe objective. I was 
told last year that revenue from excise brought in as much as two crorea 
to Bengal and how could Bengal give up such a large amount? 
Qoverntnent can now see very well that a time would soon come when 
Bpngai would have to give up a very good portion of that revenue. 

Sir, this year the warning has been given by a fall in the reveniie 
to aa much as Ua. S5 lakhs. 1 do not think there any 
ehaaoe pf pur rpeovpring that income ; on the contrary there is every 
s^iurehefunn of the (all inoreaaing yefpr by year. I would aa|k the 
^vmripMAt to lay doFO e policy hy which the poastMoptipja of pD 
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vi;., wine, toddy, opium, nddhi itnd cAcf«t bo 

fUducod to ball in tho course of the next five vearo. In layinv down 
that policy Government would be acting in rMponee to the popular 
wmhee and they should adjust that fall in the revenue giwdually. If 
any fresh taxation be necessary 1 have no doubt the Council should 
vote for that taxation hut 1 would aak Government to %ht for a 
portion of the export duty on jnte from the Government of India. This 
jute is Bengal’s own protluct and Ikmgal has a right to get, if not thn 
whole, at hast a portion of that revenue and I think at the time when 
central and provini iul revenues are readjusted this iiuestion should ba 
mo«t jitiTiiuoiiHly fought for Bengal. 

5>15 p.m. 

Sir, wi* have lieen blamed in aeoaoii and out of Heaaon for atlaekinii 
the policy of Govcrmncnt in nwelling tho police budget. The civil 
disobedience movement was ntarted only a yenr ago' but what do we 
find in the Hevenil years preteding? The police budgt*t has gradually 
been swelling up. Palatial residences with costly eltH'tric fittings nro 
requireil not only for high police officials but for Kuropenn sergi'anU 
and onlinary con««tabloj< and even the cents for thene buildinga have 
been met not <»nly from the ordinary surplns revenue but by raising 
loans and thi» amount of the loan figure foi police barracks now stands 
at Hs. Iti lakhs and for this amount we are pa.\ijig nearly a lakh 
annually us interest. Are not the reniiirrmen ts of the whole of Btuigal 
in the matter of water-supply and prevention of malaria, kala-aatar and 
cholera more urgent than the housing of the jwiliee sergeants?' 

la a »uin of one lakh of rujws of any avail for intensive anti-niaJar in 
meaaurea or uuti-ki4la-a/.ai campaign in rural areas having a (tupuiutiou 
o{ 40 millions or is u priivision of Bh 2,o 0,00() sufiiciciil for water- 
grunts t<j lisal bodies bir improvement of rural w-uter-suppiy P 
lu this connection I would draw the attention of (he House to the 
attitude of (loveriimeut in making contribution to two mill munici- 
palities, vi:., Titagarh and Bliatpara, for their sewerage. [ do not 
know if hon ble iiiemlH*rs are aware that (he rate-payers within these 
two municipalities are not enfnimdiised an*! the «r<»as fonsisi mostly of 
(European milbi and cooly and the necessity of having sewers tu 

thoae area* were presse<l utmn the (ioveriimeni by the Kuropenn mill 
owner*. Government looked moat symiMilhetically towards these 
achemea and have Wn making large contributions for these worki. 
What I would impreim upon the Hon*ble Minister in charge of Public 
HfMiltk Department is that the same spirit which actuated Govemment 
to iueh large contributions tow’ards luxurious soheines os a 
•awffoga ii European mill areas should be shown to other municipalities 
wbicb stand in greater and most pressing used of improvemeats in tb# 
natter of wetei^aupplir oed drainage. 
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In my lant year'ii budget speech, I pressed the claims of the Calcutta 
University for a statutory provision for an annual grant like that of 
Da<;ca and I think no educated Bengalee would like to see the activities 
of the Calcutta University, the premier University in India in its post- 
graduate and research departments, dwindle down and the services of 
eminent professors dispensed with for want of funds. 

I am glad to find that a more sympathetic attitude is being shown 
by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education in the matter of grants 
to non •Government arts colleges and tlie grants have been provided in 
full in the next yearns budget. 

llegarding the giant of Rs. 25, (KK) for the introduction of compulsory 
physical culture and Rs. 49,tMKJ for incTeased grunts-in-aid to primary 
schools I would not level any criticism regarding the inadequacy of the 
amount considering that we have got a deficit budget next year, but I 
welcome the policy of increasing grants for those purposes. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Member in the Central Legislature has 
C4)iue forward for a committee of retrenchment con.sisting of five elected 
non-official members and two officials. It is high time that a provincial 
retrenchment committee should be constituted in our province and I 
hope Government would give the matter tlie consideration it so urgently 
deserves. Considering that revenue from excise should and must fall, 
revenue from stamps is not at all hopeful on account of the general 
trade depression and the fall in the prices of jute, rice and other 
agricultural products wo shall not bo able to carry on without real 
retrenchment. 

BilNl KHETTCR MOHAN RAY: Sir. we have listened to the 
doleful budget presented by the Hon ’hie Finance Member which is as 
cheerless its discroncertiiig. Prosp*»cts before us are gloomy, perhaps 
more gloomy tlian the figures in the budget indicate. On the receipt 
sides, some figures were taken on the assumption that the condition in 
the next year would improve a little, but we do not find any signs that 
the economio depression would be lifted in the near future. According 
to the budget estimates, the Government are factnl with a deficit of 
Rs. 94, fit, 000 representing the excess of the estimated expenditure over 
estimated receipts less the opening balance. So the Bengal Govern- 
ment are going to meet this deficit by Irorrowing. When there is such 
a large deficit with no prospect of the economic condition improving in 
the near future, prudential considerations dictate that rigid economy and 
retrenchment should be made not only on non-essential items of 
expenditure but all round retrenchment shouhl be resorted to including 
the outs in the salaries of the Government servants. Government have 
ohoeen the easiest way of meeting the excess expendtinre hy horrowifig. 
Every one should cut his coat aoeording to his cloth. Even in the 
panent economic depression, no sertous attempt has been made to 
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Wanee ihii budget by all round retreocbment. I! a general out at 
oertaiu peroeniage were proposed by way uf retrenehuient in the itlariee 
of the officers of the OoTernment they would not be woree off. As we 
kiM>w, the OoTernment senrante got all round increment in their aalariea 
when the prices of fooilstuff and other necesMurics of life became very 
high. Now that the prices have abnormally come down, the Oovem- 
meut serranta are not in the least affec'ted by the mmomic depresaioa 
and are more prosperous than any other class of people as they enjoy 
their salaries in full and have to pay less for tiet'essariei and luxuries of 
life. In other countries outside India, Governments have decided (o 
cut down the salaries of their officers in order to meet the deficit in 
their budgets. Here we find no such attempt has been made or is in 
contemplation. It is, therefore, no wonder that Ihmgal Government 
would be forced to borrowing to make up the huge deficit. I must say 
that ihi,s policy of borrowing is e<'onomically unsound and unfair to the 
tax-payers who will he burdened with additional taxation. It is not at 
all a sound policy for the Government to Injrrow in order to meet 
ordinary expenditure of administration. 

The Meston award has placed fbmgal in a sad predicament, A 
retrenchment committee was appoinb^d by the Government which made 
certain rectimmendations. The n*coinmeiulutions of the committac, if 
given effect to, would have resulted in greater ecoimmy. I do not know 
whether Government have made any serious attempt to carry out the 
re<'fimmpndations of the retrem hment coniinitt<M‘. The general adminis- 
tration of Bengal in all conscience is as top-heavy us ever. 

No attempt has been made to reduce the number of high posts which 
are considered superfluous. Four Executive Councillors and threa 
Ministers are quite unnecessarv to carry on the works of the departmenta 
assigned to them which could he done by half the numbers. Tr«ith is 
that had the Government tri^nl all round retrenchment by cutting down 
superfittities and by making cuts in salaries which are too high for 
the poor people of the < ountry to pay, the Government would have been 
able to tide over the difficulties caused by ciMinomic depression without 
extra grant for the same from the general revenue. 

Now turning to the items of ex|wnditure under different heads, I 
find that estimated expenditure on police for 1031-T2, exewds the 
actual of the year 1929-^10 which was a normal veor, by more than Us, 9 
lakhs. Similarly, expenditure under **Jails and Convict Settlements 
for 1929-30, was less than what was estimated for 1931-32, by alnjut 
Re. 7 lakhs. It is said that the growth of exfwnditure under the alKive 
two heads is due to the present political situation of the country. It 
must bb said that the Police Department has Wo pamperwl at the 
expeaso of the other departments and absorbs about one-fifth of the 
total menim. Had rigid retreachmoat been carrieil out in this depart- 
ment, extra expenditure due to the exigeudes of the situatioo could 
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Imre Wen inet without extra g^nt for the same from the 
revenue. On comparison of the btidpet estimate for the last t^n years 
I find expenditure on police has ^rrown up by leaps and bounds without 
let or hindrance. 

For instance, in 1919-20, the police had about Us. I crore and 45 
lakhs, while in 1900-51, the revis(‘d cNtimate under this head is for 
Us. 2 crores and 20 lakhs, /.e., to say between tliese years there was an 
increase of Us. 75 lakhs. Was there any justification for ihis increased 
expenditure? I think not. While the police budget was continuously 
increasing, the nation-huilding depart inents, such us education, 
aaiiitaiion, agriculture and industries, were allowed to languish. At 
least we find there is nothing like a corresponding increase in these 
departments. If one goes through the budget earefully be is sure to 
be struck with the iiiequifous distribution of tlie grants between the 
1‘eserved ahd transferred side.s of the administration. 

Out of a total of Its. 12 crores and 25 lakhs budgeted for expenditure 
for the next year only the Keserveil departments recreive about Rs. 8 
crores and 05 lakhs while the Ministers will get about Rs. 5 crorea and 
00 lakhs to carry on the works of their nation-building departments. 
There is little wonder why there is ho much illiteracy amongst tha 
pt'Ople; why thousands of people die every year from ‘he preventible 
diseases and why economic condition of the agriculturists in the country 
has reached to (he lowest level possible and wliy still water-hyaeinth is 
damaging the crops and (tbstriH’tiMg tlie water-wa>H of Bengal. The 
Hon’ble Ministers who seem to be secure in the tenure of their office 
have evidently accepted the distribution of funds without any demur. 
But the funds allotted would only enable the Ministers to carry on the 
routine work of their departments. 

Now turning to the head *‘Mednal,’' 1 find to my disappointment 
that a grant of Rs. which was allotted in the budget estimate 

for the year 1950-51, f<»r tin* eonstrmtion of u hospital at (k>miUa, 
entirely dimippeHis in the hmlget esiiniate of the next year. 1 may 
remind the (iovernment and the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Medical Department (hat the local Iwidies autl the }>eople of Tippera 
raised Rs. 70,tK)0 by subseritOions amoiig-it themselves and the Oovem- 
Uient promise a grant of fHjwnl amount tor the i oust met ion of a new 
hospital which has lieen a crying want in that t>lace for several years. 
The laud WHS acquired at a r<vst of about Hs. dO^KK). (irounds were 
mised and a tank was re-excavate<l lli.s Kxcelleucy the (lovemor laid 
(he foundation stone of (he new hospital when he visited (omilla ia 
1029. The work ^ould have lieguu in right earnest last year but for 
some (wbnical defects in preparing the plans which net^essitated revision 
and delay. In these ciiruinstances, I would appeal to ihe Government 
to rooonsider their ilecision and tr\ Ui find sf>iue money, otherwise the 
nroiect would be delayed for some time to come. 
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At iht Ttr^tm^ undor “Stamps'' nnd “Kegwtrttioii," I 

#oiild tmphatically say that m lonj^ as tim esistia )7 latrs nutating to tha 
tak of occopanry-holdiugs aad payment of taiidlords* fees at tha iitna 
of feg-istration and limitations of the rights of tlie iKTupaiiey-raiyaia to 
mortgaga their holdings remain intact m enacted hy the recent amand* 
menta of the Bengal Tenancy Act, there is little hope of rise of revenue 
under these heads. In the current year we are faced with economic 
depression hut in the last year theie a ns a fall in receipts under 
“Stamps” and “Registration ” 'I’his a'us due to the working of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, Burcliasers of (»ceupain\v-holdings have to pay 
landlords’ fees at the time of registrati<»n t4>gethi‘r with heavy trans- 
mission costs. Vnder the old lawn, purchasers had to jwiy landlords’ 
fees after they had en.i(»yed the cropn for a certain numlier of years. 
It is therefore no wonder that pe<»ple do not cmne forward to punhase 
holdings as often as they did before and that the vuhie of occupancy- 
holdings has consideruhly come down. I, therefore, invite the attention 
of the (loverninent to take steps to amend the<e law's wdiiidi have eiitailwi 
hardships upon the poor agriculturists of th.‘ eountry. 

The Department (»f Industries and Agriculture is the most im|w»rtant 
department entrusted with the task of hooking after the economic 
welfare of the country. From the perusal i»f the budget we do ni)t 
find any schemes or pnijects in contemplation for imprt»vement of 
agriculture and indu.stries of the country. No tlonht the funds am 
<juite inadequate. But whatever funds are allotted to it are alworlied 
in salaries of the officers. No sufficient provision is made for research 
and experiment in agriculture. What we need is that the country 
should lie pixrvidwl with a net- work of res<*arch and ex |M*ri merit centre# 
so that the cultivators may take the fulb»st advantage of works WBboUt 
any dilficult\ . 

In Bengal, wc arc faced w'ith ecMiuoniii’ depression owing mainly to 
the abnormal fall in prices of jute wliich was the result of over- 
production. 

Here I would like to impress iijam the (Government that they should 
set up a permanent machinerv to initiate measures to improve and 
develop the growing and marketing and manufa<ture of jute and to 
control its prcKluction aciording to the needs of the world market. It 
would lie bardly necessary for me to dilate upon the inrportance of jute 
in the economic condition of Bengal especially of the East and North 
Bengal. Almost all the people of Bengal directly and indirectly are 
fed and clothed and maintained by the proreeds of the sale of jute. 
Jute is a monopoly of Bengal. By far the larg^t propf.rtioii of the 
iuhabiiant# of Bengal owe their prosperity to this important agrictll- 
ttttal flrodtice. Ih short, jute has played an impoHant part and will 
fky iiieh part in the ftttuti ih the nniional economy of odf (JOtihtfy. 
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The pecaliarity of jute trade is that the producers^ i.e,, the coltiTa- 
tore are ignorant and illiterate people. They are not acquainted with 
the conditions of jute trade. It is an important duty of the Qoyemment 
to keep the cultivators acquainted with the facte and figures of this 
trade. All that the Government have done for the jute trade is to 
publish their forecasts of jute production every year in the Calcutta 
Gazette. These forecasts do not benefit the cultivators, because they 
have not sufficient intelligence and education to understand them. 
Moreover, these are not at all available t<) them, published, as they are, 
in foreign language. These forecasts relate only to the anticipated out- 
turn of the crops sown, they do not deal with the probable demand of 
the crops and stock, in hand. The growers of jlrte grow their crops 
according to their whims and caprices, without having regard to the 
need of tlie next market. In 1929 the cultivators got prices for their 
jute whi<di were barely sufficient to cover the costs of production. In 
spite of this discouraging condition of jute trade, the cultivators grew 
jute Iasi year which was much more than the demand. The results 
were that there was abnormal fall in prices of jute, which have caused 
abnormal economic depression in the c<»untry. Though there is 
abundance of fmidstuflf in the country, the jute-growers and those who 
depend ujwn jute trade are passing through critical conditions in the 
East and North Bengal. The cultivators of jute have not sufficient 
money to buy necessaries of life and have ceased to pay rents to their 
landlords. We find economic breakdown around us due to over-produc- 
tion of jute. It may l>e .said that there is world-w’ide depression in 
trade but in Bengal abnormal full in prices of jute lias greatly 
aggravated the situation. Though the jute is an important industry, 
Government have hitherto done nothing to develop and improve the 
indoftry. 

Government maintain the Agricultural Department which has a 
large band of officers scattered throughout the country. They carry on 
research works — which do not benefit the cultivators. The results of 
their researebes are embodied in learned brmhures written in a 
language which is beyond the comprehension of the jute-growers. For 
want of proper instructions and information, the jute-growers proceed 
with their cultivation to the utter disregard of the demand of the 
market. Government have hitherto neglected to do its most important 
duty of supplying the accurate statistics and necessary information 
relating to the jute. Government should withcrat delny eetablish a 
permanent machinery for controlling the cultivation of jute and supply- 
ing necessary information to the jute-growers. In tbe meantime the 
Government shouM supply necessary information relating to the preeent 
jute market and its prospects in the next year. The propagan^ may 
be done through the agency of the district agricultural officers and the 
circle oAoen. They should he asked to visit eveiy bosor on tbe market 
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whan all ibe agnculiurisU inaat to *011 their iroodi lUkd hny aeoee- 
eaziee of life aad by speeches and leaflet dieneuiitiate neceeeary informa* 
tioa and facte amongei the cultivators. Distribution of a few leaflete 
would not do any good to them. No doubt the Government had caused 
cireulaiton of leaflets for restric tion of jute cultivation but it is doubtful. 

[Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.} 


5-30 p.m. 

Dr. NAREiH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, a man who is down 
on his luck like the Finance Member this year deserves sympathy and 
a certain measure of indulgence and I do not grudge him a full measure 
of sympathy. It would be insincere of me, however, to say that I 
like the look of his offspring he has held forth for our admiration. It is 
ugly and misslun>en, as it must needs be considering tliat it is cramped 
by a dwarfing orthodoxy and is without an ounc'e of expensive 
imagination in its comfH)sition. 

It is not a business-like budget — not a budget which takes its stand 
on the bedrock of facts instead of grasping at ficinting air-bubbles. 
With the optimism of ituniorial Micuwl»er the Hon’ble Finance Meraher 
lives in the hope of something turning up, and in the meantime^ 
Micawber-like again, he think.s of touching his friend, the* floverninent 
of India, for a trifle of 94 lakhs of rupees. 

The Hon ’hie Member builds on the exjiectation that the revenue will 
expand beyond (he limits of this year’s actuals. Of course there i» 
nothing in the facts around us to justify the hope. Hut with every 
prospect of diminishing returns the Oovernment prefers to shut their 
eyes to facts and indulge in dreams, assisted probably by the cheaper 
opium supplied by the (fovernment of India, of improved finances. 

With a lean purse and a bad yeor ahead the first thoiigiit of a prudent 
man would be to cut his exjwnses ruthlessly so that ho may face tho 
worst outlook with courage and confidence. It is the reckless spend- 
thrift who prefers to build on hopes, which he knows at heart there 
ia nothing to support, only to make believe that he can afford the 
hixnries he has b^n used to. The Ooveniment of Bengal prefers (o bw 
the spendthrift because it shrinks from the sacrifitMS that pmdenew 
damanda. 

Sir, I do not think our finances are going to improve. Mr. Marr 
raaliaes that our present misfortune is due mainly to world depression, 
hot he hopes that the world conditions will improve. The rising figures 
of the idiemployed in every tenantry in the world except Buasia give tbw 
lie to that hope. For unemployment means less buying pemer; le*a 
buying power means restricted production and more unemploymeni- 
not ia the vicious circle in which the purblind economic system whirls 
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•till holdfi th« world in its pi^rip has plnoged humanity. The world can 
4 m\y come out of it by a ^cat revolution, unless some windfall in the 
shape of a war or some such thinjr helps the broken system back on its 
le(?» as wars have done in the past. Sound finance would, therefore, 
^liciate one or both of two courses — rigid economy aud an energetic policy 
lor enriching the people. 

The top-heavy administration in India has always fought shy of the 
axe; for it knows that any rational scheme of retrenchment would cut the 
l)iggest slices from the top. The Government of Bengal is, therefore, 
content with what Mr. Marr himself calls a cheese-paring policy and 
trusts to luck to carry it through. 8u( h happy-go-hu ky people thrive 
aometirntw, but ofteiier they come to grief. For our own sake we trust 
Mr. Marr will not come to grief. 

With regard to the other way, an energetic »*onstructive policy for 
enriching the people, the Oovernraenl lias never yet shown itself capable 
4>f the boldness and the imagination wliich suc h a course would require. 
Yet, I make bold to say that without such a policy and such a programme 
the Government of Bengal will not find its way o\it of the quagmire in 
which it finds itself sunk. Want of imagination has been the bane of 
Indian finance. From the lime of the East India C’ompany onwards the 
•llovemment has been content to earn what they may by way of revenue 
and have never Imthered to realise that the revenue after all depends 
.on the wealth of the people. It they had realised that, we should hate 
beard less of the eternal wail about the tightness of our finances. The 
(lovonnueut would have set itself with determination to act cm a pro- 
gramme for iiiereasing the wealth of the people, to feed and nurse the 
bell that lays golden eggs instead of being eternally jueoccupied with 
^counting and assorting the eggs. 

Sir, this year’s budget, like its predecessors, is devoid of all pretence 
to lie a people’s budget, a budget that seeks to increase* the well-being 
•of the people. It does not even realise in anything like an adequate 
aieaaiire the utter economic breakdown with whic h the ]M*ople are faced. 
It has no pvagramme for saving them from tl»e (atastroplie. 

Yet every one can see that the Government can do a great deal to 
tiring wealth to the p<*ople. If only the Government had followed a 
rational policy with regard to jute, the country would not have been in 
the throes of distress. Instead, as Khan Bahadur Axixul llaque pointed 
4 >ut last year, the Government has delibenitely gone on promoting over- 
production of jute, licst I should lie accused of attributing a policy to 
'Oovemment which is not theirs, I shall quote from the report of tha 
Department of Agriculture which shows their viewpoint very clearly. 
Everybody now ii bewailing the over-production of jute as bad policy. 
Not so the Agriculture Department; for they say in their report at page 
13: “In spite of lower prices the cultivator in 1929 again prodocOd 
ii chip of over 100 lakhs ol bales.** Are they alartnid it itf Do titijr 
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itilll to »loJ> this foolhardin«*iw? No. ‘*Th«T^ i» now MuU doulit/* 
thtejl* continue, ‘‘that the wide distribution of departnientally improv^ 
tacei of jute with inneased crops thus entailed, has enabled the cultiva- 
tor to produce his fibre and wll it at a lower price than before while still 
making a satisfactory profit. This has placed the lb»ngal monopoly in 
jute beyond the reach of any competition to l>e anticipated, while still 
allowing the raiyat a substantial return for his lalioitr.” Substantial 
return for his laliour indeed when the raiyat was selling at less than eOSt I 
Well, Sir, the department ai tuallv gbtals over the over-production and 
claims its legitimate share of credit for it ! Thus have the (loveriitnent 
played ducks and tlmkcN with the wealth of the people — and they are 
annoyed (hat the people do not give them all the revenue they want I 

Small things would go a long wax to improve the (onditioii of Ihe 
pt*ople. Take, for instance, our wealth in cattle. The jKHjr cattle of 
Bengal do not make a substantial part of the wealth of our people. But 
if you improxe their breed and build up a big industry of dairy farming, 
Bengal may be<ome ricli as Denmark has been. I'he extremely satis- 
factory result of the experiments carried out for the last two >ears in the 
^alda and the Nadia districts by the Agriculture Department clearly 
indicated a large expansion of work on those lines all over Bengal. 
Within those two years great lesults have been achieved in the two 
districts in improving the breed of cattle, nillivution of fodder crop 
and in silage operations. W orktng cm theese lines Bengal c-ould in five 
yc‘urs breed :ts own cattle of gcMul IuccmI instead of paying about a crore 
of rupec»s every year to Hifiar cleulers of upper India breeds. In ten 
rears our cuttle would be a sub^tiintial addition to ton wcnilth. But the 
Department of Agriculture*, culled iipcoi by Mr. Marr to retrench, have 
found nothing handier to sacrifice than this most promising line of 
W'ork by aboli.Hfiing the posts of the officers who were cloing the work. 
I do not know whether they propose tci give up paying tor pr«*mium bulls 
alao ! 

A far more imaginative*, but after all an essentially humble, scdieme 
is the one whic h Kir Daniel llumilton has laboriously worked out, which, 
If pursued with determination, would traiisforiii the econcooic face of the 
wuntry in more ways than one. We are told that Sir Danitd has indueod 
Sir (Jeorge Kchiister to offer to pax for the first iiistulmeiit of the srhetne, 
but I gather from his letter to the Stuirsman that the Ocivernment of 
Bengal has not yet been able to M*e its wuy to accept the offer. 

Sir, to a Government w hich has proved itiielf incapable of doing theae 
email things I hesitate to speak of far grander things — of audaeious 
progranunea for lifting up the {»eople from their depression and making 
them prosperous. Such schemes have worked wonders elsewhere. 
Denmark has shown what can l»e done by a determ inefl Slate fed icy fot 
€<H»perative production. A State economic policy transformed Japan ill 
leas Umti half a century. And, lastly, that marvel of the modern age, 
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tk« Five-year Plan of Soviet Huesia, not only seeks to make a poor and 
backward country the most prosperous and most resourceful in tke world, 
but has already in the course of three years out of five achieved wonders 
which have set the world staring. 

I trust that hon’ble members will not be frightened at the name of 
Soviet Russia. 1 am not talking of communism, nor even of socialism; 

I am talking of their wonderful work of organisation just to illustrate 
the wonders that may be achieved by working with a purpose. And 
to allay their fears 1 shall quote two passages from the writings of two 
American e(‘onomistK who are not socialists to show the importance of the 
Five-year Plan. 

5-45 p.m. 

^‘It is an experiment so iinnienHC, so novel and so courageous that 
no student of et‘onomic8 can afford to neglect it. Whether it transcends 
the limits of human administrative capacity and fails, or whether it 
meets this challenge and succeeds, it has much to tench us.^’ Another 
American economist, by no means a socialist, has said: “This is a 
stupendous conception which presents a real ('hallenge to capitalism. If 
socialists can demonstrate the feasibility of a centrally planned and 
co-ordinated industrial system, we may well question whether capitalism 
must not find a way to incorporule this feature into economy, if it is 
not to give way to socialism.” 

I shall beg leave of this House, Sir, to tell them not all the W’onders 
that Russia has achieved in three years but only what it has achieved 
in the sphere of agriculture. Here again I shall leave out of account 
the stupendous programme of State farms hut shall confine myself to 
collective farms which would be more to our purpose. 

I shall quote a passage from a re<'eni English publication which 
describes the condition of agiicultiire In Russia in pre-Soviet days: 
“At the time of the fall of the Txardom in Marc h, H)17, there were soma 
25 million peasant farms in the area now included in the Soviet Union» 
with a small number of large agricultural estates. The peasants were 
not only hostile to any form of organisation ; they were for the most part 
illiterate and incredibly ignorant of modern methods of agriculture/^ 
I omit the reference to estates of large land-owners which have since 
been converted into State farms. “Even the richest among the peasants^ 
the Kulaks, whose farms were relatively large and who employed a 
number of hired workers, had not knowledge of the use of agricultural 
machinery. There were also the ‘middle peasants' with enough land 
to win from it a precarious living; and finally there were the 'poor 
peasants' whose plots of land were so small that they could not support 
a family without the aid of wages earned on the landlord's estates or tk* 
Xvkk farmi.” 
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Aa Houm will no doubt fe«! tbtii this wns almost a dost^ription of 
agrieultura in Bengal as it now is. The Soviet Government set to work 
on this unpromising material bv introducing methods of c«lle<^tive culii- 
nation — ^not by expropriating the (>easauts, not by forcing coIWtivation 
on them, but by purely voluntary agreement. Time will not iM*rnui me 
to go into the methods employ etl by them, but 1 shall give the House the 
results of this policy. The result has Wn that the production on these 
farms which was tMO thousand tons in 1927-28, has increased to 25 
million and six hundred lhou>aiid ttuin in HhM) ufler*three years’ a'ork, 
or in other words the production Iuh been increased t»> laer thirty-fold 
of the original production 

To achieve this end, the (joYciniucut Kpenl 7ti luillion roubles in 
1927-28, 170 million roubles in 1928-2tt and 471 million roubles in 
1929-30. And the Kussiun Government has managed to find not only 
this hut millions and millions of roubles more for the economic advance- 
ment of the country though it was only (he other day in 192^ that it was 
faced with a niinous famine, a depreciated currency and a threatened 
financial breakdown; and the Government has shown that the money 
was well spent. 

I am nut pleading now for socialism, nor do I call u})on the 
Government to emulate the Soviet in all its grander projects, but it ought 
certainly to be possible for the (io%'ernment of Bengal to have its own 
five years’ plan for organising and developing the agricultural and 
industrial wealth of (he country by collect i vat ion on the lines so 
successfully followed in Russia and by organising trade and credit on 
co-operative lines as in Russia. That would not commit them to any 
drastic departure from economic orthodoxy and interfere with no proper 
rights. It would only mean giving to the cultivators of land the 
benefits of a comprehensive organisntion which alone mill greatly multi- 
ply the wealth of (he |M»ople, 

Time is ripe — it lui’^ been lipc f<n u long uhih* now- -for the Govern- 
ment to take up the work of economic- elevation of the people in right 
earnest — in the wa\ that Soviet Russia has set about it. I/et (hem go 
ahead with a great .scheme, organising agriculture and industries and 
organising the credit of the country, setting (he vast mass of idle and 
unproductive labour in the country to the task of econcunic regeneration 
by centrally planned and co-ordinated agrieultural and industrial system 
in which each man and woman would be engaged in work for the uplift 
of alL That is the only way that can save Bengal, the only way that 
am dry up the yearly flow of tears of her Finance Meml>er and lachry- 
moae complaints of the financial inequity imposed on us by the Financial 
Seheme under the Beforms. 

There is no other way for securing a sound financial condition in 

Bengal. 
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Hl4i BAOl AHMED CHOWDHURY spoke in Bengali, the English 
translation of which is as follows: — 

**8ir, it is true that many valuable and learned speeches have been 
made on the budget. Yet, in my opinion, there are things for discussion 
which will benefit ns enormously. 

Let us take first of all the case of stamps. The value of the stamps 
is being increased gradually and the result is that the poor inhabitants 
are undergoing untold difficulties. They cannot afford to buy stamps 
with such an exorliitant price to make registered documents. So, we 
see, whereas the income of Government from this source was 
Rs. d,9l,n7,(KK) three years before, last year’s income has been 
Rs. 3,IG,(H),(XK). That is a reduction of Us. 76 lakhs. This is an awful 
reduction no doubt. I think so long as the inability of the public to buy 
stamps at the present exorbitant price will not be removexl by reducing 
the price, the income from this source instead of increasing will decrease 
gradually. This means a great loss to the Government and unbounded 
difficulties for the public in the way of the smooth transactitm of their 
business. I think our Governnient should benefit the poor half>starved 
inhubitantH by de< reasing the price sliorlly and be la‘nefiteil itself — poor 
Bengalis geiiemUy like cheap things. 11 gh price.s hold a dread before 
their eyes. So, Sir, you may easily iinagitu* tlial reduction of price will 
mean a sharp sale which will undoubtedly increase the income. 

Now let us turn to the income of liie Registration Department* 

The case of this department is similar to that mentioned above. The 
income of this department was Hs. d9,94,tff)f) in 1928-29. It has been 
Hs. 31,09,000 in 1929-30. This year the income has been reduced to 
Hs. h,00,(MM). Why so dreadtul reduction Does it not mean a grievous 
lossK Is it line to anything other limn tlie increment of the registration 
feeH Is it not proper for the Government to go back again to its normal 
fee so that tiie disuhjlities in the wa> of llie jmhhc in tlie transaction of 
Uiair affairs he removed and the (iovernmeiit heiietited fiuam ially. It 
cannot bu gainsaid that the public do seldmn approach the registration 
office fr«>m the time the registration fee was enhanced. They perform 
only some unu voidable (raiisactious with double fees us required by the 
newly introdmed scheme. It is a glar.ng fact that there has l>een 
ittcromeut neitht»r m the stall of this department nor of their pay. Then, 
bas not a great injustice l>een done to the poor jiublic by the increment 
of tbe registration fee? I hope Government will soon resort to the wise 
policy of reducing the registration fee, \ 

Let me speak a few words about the Forest Department. Tbe Foieat 
Department is a source of huge income though its expenditure it not leta 
in proportion. In spite of this it has come to our knowledge that of tba 
3«1 higher grade services, three were abolithed la^t year and one waa 
redact this year, Bui on the other hand the money estimata in tb# 
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of this dspsrttuent for ibis year has Wo hr nioro thoi thol of 
ti»« lost yoor. Why «oP What has cn^ated this situation passos otir 
ififigination. Then you will woudt*r to hear about the share of tii« poor 
Ifuslims in this braueh of Goveruiiient Of the 18 Imperial aervioes» 
only one has been allotted to Muslims and the same is the lot of the 
MusKros in the 12 provincial posts. MortMiver, irt>«y of fate is that that 
solitary fellow in the provincial post will not l>e allowed to enjoy the 
pay of provincial post and he will ^ei only the pay ot a ranper. If this 
comes to l»e true, should it not be said that the Government have done # 
great injustice? There are only two Muslim rangers among b4 rangers 
in all llenga). The sliure of Muslims is the same in the posts of foreaiers 
and guards. Hut what is the truth? Is not the income of Its. iM), 62,000’ 
made annually by the department out of Muslim labourers who w'f»rlt 
in the forests disregarding their health and live han(bio-mouth? So it is 
expected that the (iuvernmeiit will direct its attention to take a sufllrienl 
number of Muslims in this ilepartment and reduce the rate of passes. U 
is heard that the Governmeiit is no longer issuing passes for the house- 
hold utensils which were in vogue before. The income of this department 
was in the year a .sum of Hs. •l(br»2,tN)0. It turned to an amount 

of Us. 24.'S2.(MM) hl^t Near. This yeai u hmlget of IN. 26,27,(MK) has been 
nittfle. The dcrreuHc in the iiHome is due only to the increment of feet 
of pu.s>cfi The ^ot^ner the (foveriiment reduce the fees of pusses to their 
former m ale the better for both its own sake and for the f»oor inhabitanie 
in Heagal. 

We know tliat the amount in the budget of the Pubi c Health Depart- 
ment is iiu reii'»ing every >em . Hut the uni<m boards have, owing <o the 
want of money, been unable t<i clo useful works for the country whit h Ifwik 
to them eiigerl> for the ie<lre>H <»f their ill verse gf o*var»ieN, If stiffiiieiit 
money comes from Jlie (ioveriiiuent for the good of the public, they a ill 
not hesitate to pay with the union rates increased taxes as reiiuirdd by 
article 37 H. There .s a health assistant in every Ihnim. V'ery few 
malaria and cholera patients get injected by them by waiting in their 
lodgings. Gun any ion.si<letuhIe lieiiefit accrue to the public in thin 
way? The only way to remove the cause of rualariu and i holera is to 
clear the villages off the jungles, wate»-hya« inth, rubbish and dregs 
which are the congenial homes of all disease germs. So, in my opinion, 
the advisable and urgent thing for (roveniment, if it wants the good of 
the country and the poor inhabitants of village, is to grant considerable 
earns to the union lajards which are alone able to remove ail the grle- 
vancea of the country. Will (fovernment see that the union l>oiirds are 
granted considerable sums every year? 

To prof’eed further, Government has prepared a budget of a eoJosnal 
•tun for the prisons this year. 

Bat it is a pity to say that the priaoners are not treated well by their 
•o-callad muniht nor they get full meals to aaliafy ihair empty aUmmlui* 
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They are not given opportunity to refresh their labour-wom bodies. It 
is expected that Government will see that the prisoners receive due 
treatment, at the hands of jail officers and full meals and sufficient leisure 
to renew their fatigued energies. Attention should be paid to their 
health and happiness. Imprisonment means correction of crime. 


A few words about our exalted High Court and I finish my speech. 
The 16 Justices of the High Court are so many denials to us. The rich 
and the poor of Bengal alike have a great regard for them and their 
judgments. That the budget of the High Court has embraced a sum 
which is larger than that of the year 1929-30 by Rs. 30,000 ia not a 
matter to be questioned at all. But most of the money they appropriate 
comes from the poor peasants who earn their insufficient livelihood by 
the sweat of their brow'. Yet they are being neglected by the authorities 
more and more. It will be proved by the fact that whereas their cases 
had been receiving joint consideration of two judges till before the last 
Pvja vacation, since then each of the cases has been receiving the con- 
sideration of only one judge. Should only one judge consider a case, of 
whatever value it may be, what is then wrong with the judgment of 
the district judge? Had some of the judges of the High Court not 
been district judges a few years— say three or four years— before? We 
have BO long been satisfied w'ith the joint judgment of two judges tlnnking 
that discussion of a case by two or more enables the judges to make a 
right judgment. It is a vivid reality that the number of appeals to the 
High Court has considerably diminished. But theie has been no 
Lie(<rease in the number of judges and their big salaries Yet a case of 
below Rs. 500 is considered by only one judge in place of two judges. 
It is beyond our comprehension to understand what has made the judges 
to go against the time-honoured custom that two judges should sit to 
liamraer out the judgment on the discussion. The ends of justice should 
"each the rich and the \H\or alike. Hence there should be no difference 
n the consideration of big and small cases, that is, in the ca.ses of above 
ittd below' Rs. otK). If the authorities think that onlv one judge is 
efficient to cotinider a judb ial case of below ]{«. 500, then it is letter 
For us that judgment of the district judges on such ewses should be 
ieclared final and reduction h« made in the staff of the High Court judges. 
[Itherwise they should respect our opinions and satisfy us by giving us 
die benefit of the judgment of two judges in all c*aseii of below Rs. 500 
ralue as bad been given us before. 

Formerly a case of Ks. 50 value only would receive the judgment 
)f a judge as at present without requiring the appellant to pay printing 
charge. Nowadays cas^ of upwards of Rs. 50 up to Rs. 500 are 
judged by only on© judge. Why should then the appellant require to 
lefray printing charge for the matter of his case? Why would there be 
Mriatiiig in such g.oeee at idif 
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Formeriy ih« appellftiit rf»quirml to p»y « priniiiiir of B«. 15. 

Now eveiTrtfcing ig cheoper iiii*ludmfr the printinyr ohiur|pe »nd 
paper; yet we do not understand why the authorities instead o( redurinir 
the printing charge have introduced an extra charge of lU. 7-ti from 
the respondent. 

Have our heads gime wrong or the authorities are growing wiser and 
if 1 am allowed to •ay.—j'wiit'^' ? Heretofore appeals ixmld lie made 
against the decision of a single judge in any case without the cane being 
referred to him (I mean that only j«<lge). Now no such appeals are 
accepted without the consent of the judge concerned in the previous 
decisions. They are not after all angels. Ko in most cases they with- 
hold their consent to such appeals Indng made. They, like all other men, 
do not like that their de<’isions should in any case l»e criticised. Will the 
authorities of the High Court see that all these grave grievances of the 
public are soon redressed)^ 

There are 245 munsifs in Hengal. But you will des{)air to see the 
number <»f MiiHliins and Krahiinris, They are ho|>eleHsly and lamentably 
few, les}^ than 10 f>er rent. During the lust ten years no Brahmins of 
Chittagong have Wen taken in thes4* services and only three (msU have 
l>e<‘n allotted to the Muslims «d the same district. Irrigation Department 
has hitherto nominally existe<l for us — the Chittagoniaiis. For we have 
received up t<> this time no help from it. The mun.sif courts of 
('hittagong are situated at grtnit di.Htunces from eacli other. Kstahlish- 
ment of a few new' (ourts are the desideratum of the pisir (.'hittagoniaus. 
Is it not the proper thing for the (loverument to see that justit^e is Wing 
done ti) all districts alike and all the parts of Bengal are drawing equal 
Wnefit from the Government resf>urces and fiiudsJ'” 


<) ji.m. 

Mawlvi AtOUL HAMIO SHAN spoke in Bengali, the English 
translation of which is as follows : — 

“The review of the estimates from IJI27-2B to llldW‘j2 made by iW 
Finance MeiuWr on the 2’lrd February last while submitting his budget 
affords ample material for presenting before Government on Whalf of 
the public a true picture of the real condition of the country, for wliich 
we heartily thank him. 

Leaving aside the present acute political problem of Bengal, I shall 
merely indicate how close is the connection of Govemmeni with the 
starving and naked and sick and stricken peasantry' of Bengal, and 
how, owing to indifference to their woes and hopes, the rulers of Bengal 
are faced with anxiety about their immediate future. 
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The budget for 1931-32 shows expeaditure in excess of income, which 
taken all round will imply borrowing of Rs. 94,67,000 next year for 
the Bengal Government. 

It is unlikely that the estimated incomings from land revenue, stamps, 
registration and excise for 1931-f32 will stand at the figures suggested. 

The Finance Member is hopeful of a revival of trade, but I do not 
venture to share that hope. The llon’ble Member is looking only at the 
world demand for crops from Bengal, i.e., at money brought in from 
outside by commerce. But no country can live, in the absence of 
capital, on hopes of money to be given by others. The fart that at 
present distress is confined not to cultivators, but extends to all classef* 
of smdety, indicates that the population is utterly resotirceless. Anyhow, 
it is to he hoped that the Finance Member's speech will convince all 
that all classes of the Bengali population are dependent on the peasantry 
for their existence. About jute the situation is that no rise in prices is 
to be expected even if the average cultivation is restricted to one-fourth 
this year. l*ri(‘CH of agricultural produce have now fallen and peasants 
are not likely to he able to pay rents to zamindars at the exces.sive rates 
to which they have been enhanced. And if they fail, the zaraindars, 
too, are unlikely to pay up. Hence the Finance Member’s estimate of 
yield from land revenue next year is not likely to be realised. As 
regards judicial stamps, civil litigation is likely to be reduced owing to 
economic distress. Usurers who lent money at impossible rates to the 
thoughtless peasantry are now at their wit’s end as to how they are to 
get hack their money. The amount of money lent now is greater 
than the value of the cultivator’s holding which was the security for the 
loan. Hence they are not going to get decrees from the Court.s which 
they cannol (*xecute with any profit to themstdves — the more fU), as 
under the new Amendetl Teuainy Act, they will have to make a deposit 
of 20 per cent, on the value of the holding bought at auction. 

As regards non-judicial stamps, the making of advances has pra<‘ti- 
caily cwuM&d, owing to the improvidence of the debtors, and the transfers 
of holdings have dwindled. Heme it is probable tliat the Finance 
Member’s anticipations as to the yield from it will not materialise. 
And for the same reavsons the yield from registration fees also is 
uncertain. 

1 shall conclude with a few remarks about the yield from excise. 
If the Finance Member anticipates that as a result of the settlement 
with Congress the use of intoxicants next year will increase on last year’s 
figures, it must be said that no pious man can expect the world of 
righteousness to endure much longer. As a Moslem, I must say that so 
long as it is a ruling power’s duty to improve the morals of its subjects^ 
it cannot be civil disobedience to try and dissuade people from using 
inioxioaaU. 
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If OoT«rnmeiit retrench outk^r on imlice end prisons, and realise 
from the landlords a share of the increased rentals they char^ on the 
raiyats, the money thus realised will enable Government to forejro the 
sinful income from the Excise Department. If the same money is also 
freely sjient on primary and sec'ondary education, trust and {food feeling 
will be iir^Derated, making jiolice and prisons unnecessary. And if a 
section of the population in the country regard it as honourable to court 
imprisonment, it is useless to increase ]>olice and prisons in that 
country.” 

[At 6-16 p.m. the (^)uncil was udjcuirned for prayer.] 


Adjourmiiifit. 


The Council reassembled at 6-t*J0 p.m., but there being no (juoruin, 
the Council was adjourned till d p.m., on Tuesdu> , the did of March, 
1931, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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ef tlM Bangil Lagitlttlvt Gouneil asMuiblMt undar the 
proviiiofit of Uio Covonmiofit of liMlii Aet 

Thk CouBcii met in the Ocmncil Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tueaday, the Srd March, 1931, at 3 p.m. 

Priooiit: 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Raja Sir MANifATOA Nath Bat 
Chatjdiiuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon^ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’lde Ministers and 100 nominated 
and elected members. 


ttarrod QuosUons 

(to which oral answers wars given). 

Distrosi in Bogra. 

M23. Dr, JOCENDRA CHANDRA CHAUDHURI: (n) Has the 

attention of the Ifon’ble Member in char^re of the Revenue Department 
been drawn to the pievaleiice of acute distress in the district of Bofna, 
due to fliWMl in some area and to depression in jute prices P 

ih) If the answer tt» (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ’hie Mem> 
lier Im* jdeased to state whether the (toxeniment are considering’ the 
desirability of taking: any atepe to help the starving people of the 
districtP 

(c) If the answer (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state what .steps, if any, the Government pn^wee to 
take in the matter P 

MEMBER in ohtrgo of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bti 

Sir Provash Chundir Mittor): ( The existence of distress in an area 
of abcut 60 square miles in Bogra district, due partly to low prices of 
jute and partly to floods which damaged the ttmnn paddy crop, was 
reported to Government, 

(h) and (c) The sum of Its. 80,000 has been allotted to Bogra dur- 
ing the current financial year for distribution as. agricultural loana. 
No further amount is required by the rolle<‘tor during the current year 
but a further amount wdll be allotte<l. if required, for this or other 
areas, in the next financial year. Further, Government will, if neces- 
sary, advance money to the district board for test relief works. 
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Ril liNiaiif KiiHAi CHANORA RANtRJIs Will ibe Hon Me 

Meiftber be pleaned to Bimie whether he in awere of any caae of death 
dtte to atarvatiou in the dif^trk t of Bofrra^ 


TN Han’blt Sir PROVASH GHUNOtR HITTER: No. 

Rfti BahMlur KESHAS CHANDRA SANERdI: Will the Hotrkle 

Mcmlier Ih» pleaH<»<l to ntnte whether or not lent relief work» mentioned 
in answ'er (fj' and (r) will he adeijuiite.^ 


The Hofi'bli Sir PROVASH CHUNOER HITTER: That in the 
beginning. 


Rai Bahadur KESHAS CHANORA BANERdI: Will the Jicm ble 

MemlKM' he pleai^ed to state whether tins di,'*tre*»M in «liie ti) failure of 
(Tops or other reasons? 


The Hon’hle Sir PROVASH CHUNOER HITTER: f have already 
answered. 


Government School of Art. 

M24 Babu dITENORALAL BANNERdEE; Will the Hon'hle 
Minister in (harp* of the Kdination l)<*partnn‘nt Iw* [deased tf> state 
whether there have l>e<»n three strike*' within less than tlm*e years anionff 
the student.H of the Government SrluK)! of Art sinee the n[)}K)jntnient of 
Mr. Muku! Thandra I)e as Prinripul of the said si hool? 

(6) Will the HonMile Minister Ije pleaiied to utale — 

(i) how the first and sef^nid strikes oritrinatiHl ; and 

(tt) how they were snl>se((ueiitly fwttled.^ 

(c) Is it a fact that the names of six students were ntriu k ofT from 
the roll* of the fM‘h(»ol on the Kith <»f Septemlier last? 

(rf) It»o, for what offence? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be ideased to state whether the 
student# were ever ^ven any opportunity of explaininjr their conduct 
before aneb order# of expulsion were passed affainst Uiem? 
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(/) Is it a fact that since the above-mentioned date, thirty other 
students have been expelled from the school and that all the inmates of 
the hostel attached to the said school have been aeked to vacate their 
seats? 

"(ff) Is it a fact that th<»«e students were expelled from the school in 
the middle of a month? 

(h) If so, are the (lovemment aware of the difficulty of the expelled 
students to j>roriire seats elsewhere? 


MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*bie Mr. Khwaja Nazimudclin) : (o) Yes. 

(h) (i) Both strikes ori^nated out of the insuliordination of students. 
The immediate* cause (►f the first strike was that students were required 
to pn^vide themselves with drawinjj hoards at their own expense (the 
cost of such Inmrds heinpr less than one rupee). The immediate cause of 
the se<*ond .strike was an allejration that soim» .sludent.s were dissatisfie<l 
with certain tenchinp apj)ointinents and rules concerning scholar.shi|)s 
and attjujdance made hy the Princijxil. 

(ii) In the first strike the Principal allowed the students until the 
end of July, 1928, to provide themselves with drawing hoards and pins 
and permitted them to return without punishment. 

In the second, strike the names of students were stiuck off who, after 
being so ordered hv the gf>veining Ixuly, did not attend their rlaases. 

(r) Yes. 

{(I) {!) Insulting teachers, (2) inciting studenta to strike, (J) refusing 
to accept decisions of the governing Ixuly with regard to work in the 
school . 

(e) Yes. 

(f) Ten moie students have l)een ex|>elled .since the date under 
reference. The inmates of the liwtel were asketl t(» vacate their seats 
because of their refusal to attend the school. 

(ff) They w'ere expelled on different dates, chiefly at the beginning of 
last December. 

(h) Yes. 


Mauivi EYED MA4iD BAKEH: Will the Hon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state what were the rules concerning scholarships and 
attendance to which they objected? 


Tiia HaiPMa Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODIN: 1 must ask for notice. 
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•tiort NoIIm QutilkMi. 

*12Sa Mr. G« C« COOPER* Are the Government iiware that at 

a m(*eting of the Corporation, held on the 2olh February, the provision 
of a cable to join the two j«tationji (Mitllick tJhal and Watgunga 
Pumping Stations \ together was sanclioned at an expenditure of 
Kb. 88 , 000 ? 

t6» Are the Government aware of the stateinentH in the Corporation 
that this cable will at present be of no use whatever t<i eny one? 

<r> Are the Government aware that this cable forms a work or part 
of a series of works which require the sanction of Government under 
section 14 of the Calcutta Municipal Act? 

u/> If so, what action are the (lovernment prepared to take in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in chargt of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART* 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr* BiJoy PresacI Singh Roy): Government has 
received no official iiif<»rmii( ion on the subject but will make inquiries 
into the matter with reference to the fHM*tion <»f the (^ilcutta Municipal 
Act referred to. 


Unstirred Questions 

(answers to whioh were laid ob the tehle). 

Trenemission of landlords* transfer feet. 

SO. Mr. SAILESWAR SINCH ROY: (a) U the llonide Member 
in charge of the Kevenue Department aware that great inconvenience 
boF been caused to the landholderh on account of the unneceiwiary delay, 
often exceeding one year, in transmission of the landlords’ transfer 
fees de|H>site4] under the pn»visions of the Bengal Tenancy Act, even 
in cases where there is no cf>-Hharer to share in the fees? 

ih) Will the Ilon’ble Meml»er l>e pleased to state whether the 
Govern men t have isaued any instructions to charge court-fee* on 
applications of the landholders for tniD*inis«ion of such deposited 
fee*, when made even after 12 months fnmi the date of the receijH of 
the notice of such deposit? 

ic) What are the cauaes for this delay in traniimission of the trans- 
fer fees? 

(d) Have the Government given any direction that the landholders 
^culd searvb the dejKMiit registem on payment of court-fees and apply 
for transmission of such transfer fees? 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[Skd Makcb, 


(e) Do the Government intend to issue instructions to the Collectors 
to expedite transmission of transfer fees in future? If so, when? 

Xfm Hofi’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) No. 

G(»verninent have no official information that there is unnecessary 
delay in tranMiuiMsion, though there is often delay on the part of land- 
lords in making application for transmission or payment when required 
to do so by the rules. Certain specific cases have very recently been 
htonght to the notice of Government. These are under inquiry. 

(h) The fees chargeable under the (’ouK-fees Act have been remitted 
on applications by sole landlords or their agents, joint applications by 
co-sharer landlords and applications of common managers and com- 
nior> agents. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) N(> such s|>e<‘iul direction has been given. Rules 27H ami 337 
of the Records Manual apply. 

(e) Not unless it is found that there is avoidable delay in transmis- 
iion of transfer fees. 

Ril Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Eon hie 

Member he plousod to state whether lie is auare of any ease of delay 
in the transmission (»f landlords’ transfer b*es that have been reported 
from the distrii’ts of Dacca and Pahnu? 

Tha Hoffi’bli Sir PROVABH CHUNDER MITTER: Not with regard 
to these two <listriets. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hou'hle Member 
be pleased to state whether any ad<litional staff has been engaged for 
this work? 

Tha Hitt^hla 81r PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: The staff 
m»cessnry has been engagetl. 


PrahRHtlaii af pmHnmum of Batigaii drama **Karaiaf.*’ 

81. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN OUPTA: (a) Will tha 
Hon'bla Mamber in charge of tha Political Department be pleased to 
atate whether the Government have by an order prohibited the per- 
formance in any public place of the play of a Rengili drama entitled 
**£ajragar** which was Wing staged at the Monomoban Theatre for 
aome time past? 
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(6) If the answer to (n) is in the affimmtiTe, will the Hon'hle 
Kember be pleaeed to state for what refiaon ami on whose advice the 
order was made? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Mendier aware that the dniina in queHtiou-— 

»i) a mytholof^ical drunia; and 

til) does not relate to present-day iwditics? 

(./) Dill Ihf Oovenim.'dt take the u.lvir^ »f „„y l^^al „r litorarv 
exj>ert l>efore passing? the order? 

(€) If wo, will the Hon'lile Meiol>er he plenwed to lay on the table 
a <opy of the re}>ort or i-eiKirtw received from wueh expert or exi>ert»? 

MEMBER in oharga ef POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (Uia Han>Mt 
Mfa W» Oa Rt Prantioa) * ia) ^ew. 

(/i) For the reaMonw wtated in Hie onler, /.r , thjil it wa.s likel\ to 
excite feelinjrw of disaffection towards Government, and on the acivica 
of Government's lejral advisers. 

(r) (0 Yes. 

(ft) Ostensibly no, but actually its Waring on present-day politicn 
was bey cm d doubt. 

(ft) ric/e (h) above. 

(e) No. 


Budgtt dttoiittfoffia 


Oeneral discussion of the Biidyr<*t of the Governnituit of Hen^fol for 
19dl-8*2 was then n'suiiKjd. 


Rai Bahadur Or. HARIOHAN DUTT: Sir. it is TiiitMijsible to avoid 
a feeliiiff of sadnc^ss and depression on a perusal of the bud^fet and the 
s|^ech by the Hon'ble Finance Meinlw^r and also the expbinulory nicuno- 
randuiu with which we have been furnished. It is indeed an irony of fate 
that a record jute cnip and a lar^e rice crop, which Nhould, in ordinary 
circfimstances, liave resulted in peace and plenty all round, slimild 
synchronise with a period of extraordinary depression in trade and 
eomtnerce all the world over, and that cnltj^'ators should not lie in a 
position to enjoy the full effec t of (he Iiounties of a merciful nature on 
ac4‘Ouni of the low prices prevail in>if for the produce of their labour. 
The Hdn'hle Finance MemlM*r has, in the course* of his remarks, tried 
to bring home pointedly to us the disastrous effect on the finances of 
Govemment and on the ec^onomic life of the piovince generally of iha 
mil disobiNiienca movement. I find that, apart from a portkm of tbo 
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fall in revenue having occurred during the current year due to this 
movement, he puts down that an extra expenditure amounting to 
Jls. 28i lakhs lias liad to he inciirn^d under various heads directly as 
the consequence of this movement. Similar situations have arisen in 
almost every other major province of India. While these facts and 
figures should undoubtedly make us pause, and reflect as to whether 
the time has not arrived Ui cry halt to this movement, I hope that the 
results achieved have been an eye-opener to the Finance Member and 
to his other colleagues in the Government of this province as also 
to the authorities in other places, and I Venture to hope that they have 
brought home to them how difficult it may become to carry on an alien 
administration in the face of a genuine national upheaval, and of a 
moral and spiritual revolt of the most articulate .sections of the Indian 
populotion against a foreign domination. 

Coming now to figures, I find that broadl\ speaking although we 
should have had an opening balance ot Hs. IOTA lakhs, the Finance 
Member expects to start next year with u balance of about Ks. 45 lakhs 
in round figures; that the year’s revenue including the opening balance 
is estimated at Its. 12,5fi,00,000 us against an expenditure of 
Us. 12,25,00,000, leaving a closing balance of only Us. 30,91,000, 
which is less than a third of what we are told is a safe working margin. 
Omitting the opening and the closing Imlaiues and special items, the 
broad fact is that w'hile next >ear’h revemie is estimated at 
Uh, 10,57,(X),0(K), the expenditure i« estimated at Us. lU crores. The 
]>osition is hardly one wduch we cun contemplate with equanimity, 
although, situated ns we are, it is difficult for us to make any useful 
suggestion for tiding over the difficulty. Tlie Hon ’hie Member has 
infurmed us that as a result of carefiil si r\itiny and strict instructions 
issued, various departments have surrendered budget jirovisions for 
nearly Us. 40J lakhs and that more surrenders are coming in. I 
would hesitate to think that this can he the utiiio.‘»t liinit of e<‘onomy 
whiub can he effected, and I have a misgiving that many of these 
surrenders may really mean only temporary post[Nmcment of expendi- 
ture. If my surmise is correct, it will only add to our future difficulties. 
What I would like to suggest for eonsideration is tahether, in x’iew of 
the present condition of the pntvincial finances, it is not pos.sible to 
effect drastic economies in regard to recurring expenditur*', particularly 
on salaries and establishment. The possibilities of effecting economies 
in this direction may not have escaped the attention of the Hon'ble 
Finance Member. It is now- many years since a Government committee 
went into the question of retrenchment in this province. It would be 
interesting to note what was the total rt'trenchmwit proposed by the 
oommitiee and what was the actual economy effec'ted, and what 
additions have had to be made since which probably have eaten up the 
amount saved. It is worth considering whether in view of the present 
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iiiiaBckl •tringency Ihe time hae not arrived for a aimilar inquiry and 
I muat regret that I cannot brinjr m.vwdf to believe that aubatantial 
economies jire not possible in the cost of the superior establishment, 
both as regards numWr and actual emolumi-uts. 1, thendore. join 
the previous speakers who liave su)fge»te<I Ihe formalion of a llelnuuh. 
ment Committee. 

Proceedinpr from these jreneral remarks. I woiihl like to dwell on a 
few items of revenue and expenditure. Under the hem} of “Kxeise/^ 
we are told that there will be a full in revenue td lU. 47 luklm during 
the current year. This is ooupletl with a hope that there may be a 
revival of trade and improvement of the eeonomit' eomlition of the 
people next y€*ar and that the exei.se revenue may conseijuently improve. 
As one, who has been associated with the temperance movement for 
many years, I regret I cannot join in this expression of i egret at (he 
fall in excise rev*onue, nor in the hopf* that has been exprt'ssed of an 
improvement in the near future. T do earnestly hop<* that the fall that 
has occurred may be a permanent feature and that although trade may 
revive and tlie economic conditio*i of the pfoph* may improve next 
year, the revenue from tlic sale of Iifpiors v^ill not sliow any 
improvement. 

It is somew’hat of a surprise to find that the revimue from the 
entertainment and betting ta.xes will be about Hs. lakhs less than 
the budget estimates. Tin* decrease seems to have fscurred mainly in 
the betting (ax wliich I f<»r one »if> not regard as a misfortune 

As a I'epre.sentative of (’alcutta, I am glad to note that the llon’ble 
1*1101000 Member has, in spite of (lie financ ial stringency, been able to 
make a provision of Ks. as (he (b»venimcnt 's f ontribution next 

year towards the reconstruction of five bridges over the Circular Canal. 

Under the head "Police,” reference is much* to a fall in rcMcipts 
under the Indian Motor Vehicles Act and the Calcutta Hackney C'arriage 
Act. In this connection I fcc*l constrained to point out that when the 
Calcutta hackney carriage service was under, the control of the 
Corporation, the Corponition used to obtain a substantial excess of 
Jxjvenue over expimditure and after a proportionate distribution among 
the municipalities in the group, the Calcutta Corporation itself got a 
few* ihouaands every year as its share of the surplus. I understand that 
«Ter since the transfer of the department to the Police, there has not 
been any surplus at all and that in spite of n»presen in lions from the 
Corporation it has not Wn possible to manage* the service us cheaply 
as the (Torporation had been doing. 

Hpeaking of the "Polioe," I wouhl only point out that while ihe 
<soet ol ihe Presidency Police only three years ago, i.e,, in lf#27-28, waa 
Bs. 33 lakba, the estimate for 1931-32 amounU to Rs. 43| lakhs. 
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A/» rf^g'ttrdu “Education/’ I am glad that the Hon’ble Member haa 
l>een able to make full proviaion for the granta-in>aid for non-(^overii> 
ment arta coilegea which were withheld this year. 

I find that under “Medical/’ although the budget provision for 
hospitals and dispensaries was Rs. 2(> lakhs during the current year, 
the revised estimate amounts to Rs. 23 lakhs only, while the budget 
estimate for the next year amounts to Rs. 24^ lakhs, and that the 
provision for grants for medical purposes has been reduced from Rs. 3 
lakhs to Rs. 2i lakhs. It is suggeste<l in the explanation that the 
decreas<» is due partly to the surrender of about Rs. 3J lakhs as a 
measure of retrenchment awl partly to the postponement of expenditure 
not absolutely es.Hoiitial and also tc» some savings under “Pay of 
officers. “ 1 hope tliat there has been no postponement of any scheme 

for the extension of facilities for medical relief. I am glad that the 
llotrhlo Finance Member has hevn able to make a provision of 
Rs. 25, 000 for grant to the Calcutta Medit ul Institute and of a lakh of 
niiH?es for the Jatiya A\iirhijnaii Purisliud. There are a number of 
other institutions in Calcutta the grants to which are being continued 
awl 1 must express my acknowledgments to the Ilon’ble Member for 
the same. 

In regard t<» “Public Health,” 1 am glad to note an increase in the 
budget provision from Rs. 41 J hiklis to Rs. 12} lakhs and that it has 
been found possible to again provide a lakli of ruiH‘es for anti-kala-azar 
campaign, and another lakh for intensive anti-malarial measures in the 
rural areas. 

These are some of the broad features which a cursory perusal of the 
explanatory memorandum has .suggestinl to me. It is only natural that 
almost everyone of us should wish that it bad been possible to provide 
more for this and that purpose or that the e.\p<*nditure under certain 
other heads has been les.s than what hus bceti estimat’Hl, but it will be 
a somewhat migraciou.s task to add to tin* worries of the Financ'e 
Member in u jauiod of great financial stringency to press for additional 
grants for tliis and that purpose. I hope, }n>wever, that he w'ill 
sericmsly consider the suggestion I made at the beginning of my 
remarks for a substantial <urtailment of expenditure on superior 
establishment of (Government and I have no doubt that the Council will 
accord Government their full support in any measure Government may 
st'cm fit to adopt in this direction. 

Mr# KHWAJA 8ALAU0DIN* It is imbn^d unfortunate that in 
my maiden speech I should think it necessary to criticise the statement 
of the Hon’ble Meml>er in charge of Finance, While agreeing that 
with the present trade depression and the political situation of the 
country we cannot expt'ct the Hoii’ble MeniWr to perform his annual 
tammha to the saiisfactimi of all — the deficit of Rs. 99 lakhs is a matter 
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tor Beriom coatemplfition. Let m take the matter of expenditure h«t. 
We fittd a iremendoue increaae in ttte |;rrantii for polic,^^ ndminiatraiitm 
of justice, jail and convict settlenientM. The exeuae put up by the 
Bon'ble Meiul>er is that owinp to the present civil dimiMieiice iiiove- 
ment it is iie<*eiMMir\ tt) increase these s'raiit'*. The tivil disobtHlieiU’e 
movement is to a large extent non-violent, the object <tf whicb is to 
change the present system of Oovernment. Therefore you cannot say 
Uiat by civil disobedience the country has Immui plunged mto a state 
civil war. 1 would like to make thi.s clem- that I am not a supfiorier 
of the policy of civil disol>edience an advot^ated by the ('ongress but my 
objec*t is to point out that the counlrv is not in suc-li u state as to let 
the masses starve on account of the extra expcuiditure on the above 
grants. If the political propagancltt like civil disolHMlic^nc e is a crime 
a’ithin the British Knipire then the meinimrs ot tin* Unlish SiH’ialiat 
Party, incdudiug the present j*riine Minister, are also ofteiiders. 1 had 
tile privilege to be in Kugknd during the general strike of Mt^ti and I 
<aiti say that the cH>iiditiou of that c^miutry for s«*ven clays was worse 
than in any pc^riod of the c ivil cl i soiled mm-e mcocoiieiit hert‘. At that 
time the British ('hanc’cdlor of Kxc Iichjucu cvouKI have liecui 4|uiUc 
justified if he had asked the Parliaiiieiit to sanction c*xtra moni‘y to 
preserve law and order. But evtui Mr. (•hurc-liill did not dare ask the 
British tax-payers for extra inonc»y. Here, in this uiifortunati* country 
of ours, we find that the (expenditure for this thing has inc reased while 
the grants sanctioned for the iinprovenient of the cmiiitiy, such as 
educ'ation, publics hcniltli and agric-ultun*. have heiui n*ducc»d. At the 
last session, the House pusst*d the Priinarv Kducation Bill. I mould 
like to ask the Finance Member and the Minister of Kducation mhether 
lhc>v are going to give the Bill inn«c*diate effect or will it be a dead 
letter. Nothing is so dear to the hearts of the people of Bengal as the 
subject of education. 

Finaicinl difficulty as it exists Ui-day is no excuse for not making 
imy proviaiem for giving effect to the Primary Kducatiou Act. I am 
kclined to think that the Hon ’hie Finance Memlier has not cared to 
mpprcsciaie the rmportance of this measure. 1 wouhl iwuilJ to him 
the circumatances under which this Hill m-us passed by this Honsc. 
This measure aroused the enthusiasm of the MuMsalnuiiiH of Bengal 
which no other meaaure has been able to do in rec^^nt years. The 
Hon’ble Minister for Educjation will War me out that when he went 
out to the country, not only the Mussalmans but all other backward 
damm told him unequivocally that they liaik upon the Primary Educa- 
tion Bill as the only means of their salvation. Wherever the Hou’hle 
MinisteV went people emphatically told him that not only they supported 
the provisions of the Bill but that they wantinl that the provisions of 
the Bill should be given effect to immediately. Having regard to this 
stiong feeling and emphatic support to the provisions of t)ie Bill in the 
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country, reprenentafiveR of the Mussalnian and the depressed classes 
supported the Bill and in spite of the opposition of a very influential 
sf*ction of this House, the Bill was passed into law. Financial diflicul- 
ties have not come as a surprise. It will l>e doinp an injustice to the 
Uon’ble Finance Member to assume that with his vast exjjerience he 
could not foresee the state of finance of to-day only six months ago. 
The Ilon’hle Member in charge of the Finance was certainly aware or 
ought to be aware of the state of the finan<‘es. If then the Hon’ble 
Member thought that it was not possible for him to find money for ita 
operation, it was only fair that he should have told the House about 
it and warned the enthu‘*iasts that however keen they might be about 
its imme<liate operation, there were no prospects of their hopes being 
fulfilled. But what the (Government did was to allow the Bill to be 
passed. Not only that, the Ilon'ble Minister gave assurance that he 
would allow no grass to grow under his fe<'t to put the Act into 
operation. The Ilon’ble Finance Member ought lo have warned the 
Minister for Education against being too optimistic and to raise false 
hopes in the country. This attitude of the (Government is neither fair 
to them nor to this House nor to the cotmtry at large. T w'ould ask 
both the Hon’ble Finance Member as well as the Hon’ble Minister for 
Education to seriously consider this aspect of the question. The 
expenses for secondary and collegiate education as compared with the 
expenses for primary education are larger in Bengal than they are in 
any oth<*r province in Indio. I do not for a moment grudge the 
furtheraiu’e of secondary and collegiate education. But what I would 
like to emphasise is the utter disregard of tlu‘ (Government towards 
primary edu<*ation. Appalling illiterocv of the mas.ses is unable to 
attract the sympathy of the (lovernment. If the (Government claim to 
the guardians and trusti*es of the dumb and illiterate millions, they 
cannot say that their ilutv is finished by spending a few lakhs for 
secondary and I'ollegiute education and very little for primary education. 
You speak of political discontent and civil disobedience. But do not 
you think that your |>olicv is responsible for such discontent? \ our 
system of education is increasing this discontent and your policy in 
keeping the ma.sses in illiteracy, is making it easy for the discontented 
politicians to exploit the masses to their advantage. The sure and 
most effective remedy is mass education, free and compulsory and 
certainly not giving more and raoi^ opp<u*t uni ties for education which is 
swelling the ranks of the discontented. I urge the (lovernment with 
all the emphasis T can command to seriously consider this problem of 
mass education. For my part, I would accc^pt no scheme of Govern- 
ment which dt>es not include adequate provisions for free compulsory 
primary educuition. There is vet time Iw'fore it is ttm late. 

I appt^l to the Hon’ble Finance Member and the Minister for 
Education to give their best (consideration to this all-iinpoHaiii matter. 
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Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: As n is lUH'ossary to (xoiBuo 
mj’self to the 15 minutes’ time-limit, I shall eume direttly to the thn>e 
points on which I propose to speak to-da> . They are first, whether the 
economy which is claimed by the Hon’ble Finaiiee ^lember to have hcH»n 
carried to drastic proportions has been really carried out in full ; secondly 
whether there has bet»n any misdirected economy; and thirdly, some 
j^eneral observations on particular heads of ihi* hml^o'l and on the 
developmental services such as Education, Indu.stries and Affriculture. 

As reffards the first point let me refer tt> the chart's for allowances, 
supplies and services and contin^fcucics under the ftdlow injf heads: — 

<1^ Partition and Ilec(»rd Himou Establisliment ; 

(ii) Collei’tions from klias inahals; 

(iii) Survey and Settlements; 

(iv) Forests and Pe^^i^tration ; 

(r) Governor’s household ; 

(ri) District administration, llii^h t’ouit, t'lvil and Sessions 
Courts ; 

(mt) Police; and 

irtii) Atrriculture. 

I find that the total expenditure for allowances, supplies and serviecs 
and rontinf?eneies under certain minor heads of the preeedini^ heads 
amounts to over Hs. If all the heads in the hiid^et are 

takcMi, the amount may uppioaih, if iH»t exieed, a cron* of rupees. Can 
the Hon’hle Member, who .nays that he has made every possible 
retrenchment and cut down every item f»f jiV4»idabie expenditure, assert 
that he has severely .Hcrutini.sed these hemls and is unable to rediiee the 
eharffesP Was it not i»oHsihie to cut expenditure down by ten per cent, 
or even by five per cent.J^ Contin^^encies, supjdies and services and 
allowances, as everybody knows, include, as a rule, many items which 
cannot stand the test of public exposure and criticism and they rover a 
multitude of petty extravagances whose c(»mhiiie<l effect is indeml 
enormous. The Hon^ble Member should have directed his attention to 
these heads where there were possibilities of jfreat economy. 

Another potential head of economy is **4l — fh'vil Works." It is 
claimed that heavy retrenchments have Wen made under this head. 
An examination of the figures, however, shows that, on the transferred 
side, reductions have been effected under "Original works" but under 
"Repairs" the revised estimate shows an increase of Rs, 2,50,000 over 
the actnab 6f 1929-30, and the budget for next year an increase of 
Bs. 1,50,000. This shows that no attempt has been made to reduce 
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expenditure under a head where it is most capable of reduction. 
Further it is not stated anywhere in the financial statement whether 
owing to contraction in the programme of original works from 
Ks. 22,30,00f) to Us. that is, by nearly Us. 13 lakhs, any 

reduction was possible in the establishment charges. 

The staff and household of His Excellency the Oovemor include the 
following items : — 

Be. 

Bodyguard ... ... 1,00,000 

Band ... 70,000 

Motor cars ... 39,000 

We have discu.Hsed the question of Irndyguard and band on different 
occasions on the fl(M»r of this House aud it is not iny desire to attack 
these particular items merely for the pleasure of attacking them. But 
I do ask very seriou.sly, was it inijM>M.sihle, in view of the depressed state 
of finances, even to postpone the punha.se of motor cars at a cost of 
Its. t't9,0(K)y It has been well .said that the bodyguard is a relic of the 
barbaric age when the despot used to secure the protection of his ]>er 80 U 
by a faithful and loyal group of followers or sycophants. In a 
democratic age this is an anachronism. Is this institution as well as 
the band establishment g<dng to he perpetuated y ('an the Hon’lde 
Member certify that these are legitimate expense^ beneficial to the 
public and pro|)erly chargeable to the public funds, or that no substan- 
tial reduction was possible in these enormous expen.sesy 

The c()lle<tions from (lovenuueut estates amount to Rs. 70 lakhs 
aud their management c<»sts about Ks. 1”», 00,000 or more than 20 per 
cent, of the total collections. Is the Hon’ble Member convinced that 
20 per cent, collection charge is fair and reasonable aud that no economy 
is possible here? Has any one in authority ever inquire*! into the 
extravagant charges for management? 

On page 102 of the budget I find that Es. 3,72^000 is repeated ia 
the revised estimate of the current year for purchasing Nos. 5 and 6, 
Government Place, from the Government of India. Will the Hoa'hle 
Member inform the House of the justification of this expenditure and 
tell us if it could not be postponed till better times? 

Under head “66— Irrigation*’ I find a provision of Bs. ]5,fi8»000 
for works, and Bs. 3,05,000 for establishment. The establidimant cost 
does not appear to be disproportionately high compared with the coat 
for works. 

Further instances may be cited, but I have referred to the above 
only as typical examples, and I expert the Hoo*ble Member will 
luniiah the House with straight aaswers to these straight questioBa. 
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whole budget is ftiutteretl with bgureH which <m the face of them 
are evidence of thoughtless administration and of a fi'ehle, hasty and 
perfunctory attempt at retrenchments without any judicious discretion 
to maintain the essential services in efficient condition by cutting down 
all superfluities and extravagances. 

From these observations, I naturally pass on to my second point, 
namely, is there any mis-directed economy? As the representative of 
the University the heads that at once arrest my attention are grants to 
the Calcutta University and to private colleges and schools. The (ah'iitt* 
University has been object of Governinent <)ispleasnre since the creation 
of itvS great teaching departments and had to fight against the strenuous 
opposition of high officers of the K<hnation Department. 1 have no 
desire to refer to-dny to the details of thon* \eai> of controversy and 
struggle. The University hud in the first iiistuiw e tc» fight a formidahl© 
op|>onent, the Government of India, and latterly the Government of 
Rengars popular Ministry, in order to e^t^lblish its elaim ttt State 
assistance, and lust but not the least we had to defend ourselves very 
recently against the lathi blows of Sir Cliarles Tegait and his trusty 
lieutenant Mr. (ford<m Successive Viee-Chaiieellors, uiemherH of the 
Senate and members of this Council had lf» sulbu rebutls. humiliations 
and disappointments in their defence of Unnersits |M»lif v and finame. 
N(» one claims jwrfectioii for the* I inversitv: no human institution is 
{wrfcfct, not even the present Ministr\ of Kdmation. Rut I take* mv 
stand on the sedid work whic h the Cniversitv has hithertc* done. Not 
it.s worst opponents w'ill deny that it has furnished recruits cij evc*r\ 
grade, from the highc^st to the lowest, to the judic iar\ , thc^ adminislraticm 
and to the legislature. Not its wc.rst opponents will deii.\ that it has 
furnished scholars of the highest reputation tc» the colleges and the 
Universities from one end of India to the othei It is now in its last 
gasp starving for want of a few lakhs and largely depending on the 
favour of onf or two members of the Indian Civil Service, who hold die 
key to the administration in (heir hands. The present uncertain 
attitude of Government has evoked strong protest and dislike amcmg the 
teachers and memliers of the University, the former foierating with 
commendable patience and loyalty to their alma amtrr teminirar^' 
tanures depending on temporary grants. It is diew reditable to Govern- 
ment that the University, the centre of culture and enlightenment, the 
mother of thousands of scholars, who have adoriic»d every sphere of our 
public life, should l>e reduced to a condition o^ suspended animation 
owing to the misdirected (‘f'onomv of Govern iiieul, while the either 
departments are fattening at the expense of public funds. I do not 
propoM to go into the details of University finance to-day as I shall 
have ample opportunity to do so at the time of voting of granta. But I 
^ axpresa the hope that a esatisfactory solution of this problem, which 
Is slowly hut steadily assumiug a formidable shap-i, will soon he 
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reached, for on that alone depends the very existence of the University 
which, in spite of all its shortcominKs, stands to-day as the foremost 
academic centre in India. 

Another instance is the suspension (or as the Hon^ble Member 
chooses to say ''non-utilisation”) of the grants to private colleges, 
whools and otlier iniscellaneous grunts aniouiiting to Rs. 1,29,000, 
Its. 91,000 and Rs. 39,000, respectively. In the budget it is asserted 
that the grants are not considered iminedialcdy essential; in other words, 
unlike the age!i(u«»s tor law and order, educational institutions can well 
suspend their breadth for twelve months and yet remain alive, while 
the Governor cannot do without his iMxlygiiard or hand or new motor 
cars or the police, without a reduetion of even o per cent, in their 
allotment for allowances and contingencies which amount to nearly 
Rs. 60 lukhs. 

Other instances of misdiret^ted ec(»noniy include grants for 
encouragement of scientific societies and for the maintenance of the 
Sclusd of Art in its present state. 

I now' come to luy third point, namely, general obserx’ations on some 
heads of the budget. 

Under “Excise” the revenue for the current year is lower by about 
Rn. 47 lakhs as compared with the budget Erom the financial point 
of view this is no doubt disastrous but I cannot help remarking that 
the financial side has its counter|K)ise in the moral side and the effect on 
the drinking habits of the people reflected in the fall of revenue cannot 
be regarded by all w’ell-wishers of the country w’ithotit some amount f)f 
genuine satisfaction. 

On page 244 of the Civil Budget Estimate there appears a provision 
of alKiut Rs. 23 lakhs under an unostentatious head “Other claims” for 
whii'h no details are given. It is against all principle of public 
nfM'ounting that such a large lump sum should be provided in the budget 
without a clear indication of the details which the head includes. 

An nnalyak of the expenditure on Agriculture shows that salaries, 
establishment and allowances absorb nearly 8 Inkbs of rupees and public 
gardens about 2 Inkhs of rupees out of a total grunt of nearly Be. 13 
lakhs. The public gardens include the Botanual and Zoological 
gardens. One may conncH'A Botany with Agriculture but is human 
imagination so elastic as to connect Agriculture with Zoedogy aa wellP 
Our Minister of Agriculture, whom I do not find here just now, a man 
of imagination no doubt, will perhaps explain bow he or his department 
proposes to benefit by such a close assmuaiion with the Zoological 
Gardens. If these items are excluded, only Rs. 3 lakhs remain for pure 
agriculture. 

Similariy, under ^’Industries'* (trantferre<l) the budget provides lor 
Be. 8,26,000 which includes Bs. 3,38,000 for salaries, establishment 
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ud »UowaBce«. aad the balance, after ded.ictinR other non-e»«enlial 
barely excmls Re. 4 lakhs which represents the actiritv of 
Government for the eneouraffement and development of industries in a 
province consisting of 45 millions. 

The next item, and for wnnf of time this is nn last item, against 
which we have a perennial complaint is a lew v of past administrative 
bhmders. This complaint will not be hushed into silence until tliiii 
gigantic blunder is rectified by suitable penance in departments such as 
Agriculture, Sanitation, Industries and Kducation. 1 n>fer to the 
expenditure of Rs. 1.01, 89, (KM) for the purchaae of (wo dredgers which 
are imposing an annual unproductive burden of over Its. 7 lakhs on the 
public funds. One «>f the dredgers has been undergoing transportation 
for one year in the Aiidumans for which the Oovernment of India will pay 
US 8f)me rent which will give the finances .some relief. The ( ivil din- 
ohedienee movement mainly, it is argued, has cost Reiigal nearly Us. 2H 
lakhs on the expenditure side and Rs 40 lakhs on the levenue side, 
amounting to a total of Us. (i.S lakhs. But the inesponsible action— 
which I prefer to call moral disobedience- -s»f some high^plated oOicials 
has placed (iovenimont under a bunleii of debt to the tune of a i roro 
of rupees involving an annual liability of Us. 7 lakhs. By the time the 
loan vrith interest is repaid the flredgers will !»ecome unsei \ icealde and 
the w'aste will be complete. Ihe late Mr. U. Das pri'posed ulKUit 
seven years ago that a loan should be raise<l to anieltonifa tlie eondition 
of the thirsty, hungry, ill-dad and illiterate villagers in Bengal, 
Government (on.sidered, disf us.se<l, hesitated, vadllaied and ultimately 
threw the scheme out. But there wu.s not much hesifatifui, not much 
discussion, no twang of conscience, when it decided to buy (ho twci^ 
white elephants after carefully weighing tin* ilaiuis of Kuropcuiri 
commerce for convenient trade route to (he Kasfern distrirls of Bengal 
and of the millions of people who had no water to drink, no meals to 
eat, no physique to work with, no agricultural nr industrial facilities to 
avail of. 

Our duty now is not to fight civil disobedience but moral disfdMulienro' 
of Government which is nioi** responsible for bad finance than th#^ 
former. 


8-45 p.m. 

BahMltir KAMINI KUMAR OAt: Mr. President, Sir, after ao 
many able speeches I would not sc*ek for yoiii kind permission to say 
a few words if I had no honest conviction of my own. The f«overtim«nt 
of is compi>s«Ml of His Excellency the Governor at itw hend. 

Hon^ble Meiiilwrs, Hoiride Miiiisteris anil members of this (JJowncil. 
In abort Ilia Excellency is carrydng on the administration with the 
Help and co-operation of the members in different ranks. Bo it is tbe 
plain duty of all of us to help all departments of tbe Govern moot m 
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jdl poHttihli* wayM. It in not m much discouraging, so much gloomy 
to read the budget figures as to hear tlie gloomy and cheerless 
utterances. My hon'ble frieiidn are all one in admitting world- 
wide depreciation in trade and the effect of civil disobedience. It 
cannot l»e denied that depreciation in trade will affect the revenue 
and fall in revenue will surely tell upon the \vh(de administration. A 
hon'ble friend of mine has been pleased to obsene that there ha.s been 
reduction of expenditure under all lieads except “Police” and “Jails.” 
He finds fault with mainteiiaiHM* of He<Tct service and his advice is to 
cast an eye of indifference on civil disobedience movement which will 
then die a natural death. My friend is honest. Tlis conviction is 
surely so; and I will not blame the lieads of the Government if they 
4o not share the same opinion. Secret service there had been in time 
tiistoric and prehistoric and it will bp in all times to come, 

I would be one with my friends. I \v<mld rather dare stand above 
as Goiiiicillor and will proclaim at the top of my voice that the police 
expenditure should be curtailed to its lowent possible limit but not 
before all of us had <‘oiin' forward to have volunteer corps formed in 
all districts to help the tJoveriiment in protecting the interest of our 
King and lountry. 1 am second to none in wishing that the civil dis- 
obedience inovtunent should die a natural death but before it happens 
is it not the duty of those who have come to support the legally eon- 
stituted Government to see that this movement does not prejudicially 
affect the interest of the land and the administration in any w’ny No 
more of this os opinion may differ. 

We have heanl enough about inuludmiiii.stiation and want of tact 
and brain Imt there ha\t‘ been few spet'ches which show' and suggest 
positive ways ami means to get itver the defii it in the budget. There 
is some suggestion about the luirmful operation of the Amended 
Tenancy Act and also about forming a Retrenchment Committee. 
These are all good in their own wny.s. Some of my hon’ble friends 
have concluded with words of sympathy and have sympathised with 
the Finance Member in his unenviable position. That 1 will not do. 
I will not tntcuse the llon’ble Member if he horrow’s about 95 lakhs of 
nipe<*s. The wusest of all sayings is: 

ftnppmiw CTI 

Happy is he who lives even on one meal of vegetable a day provided 
He is not in debt and has not to live away from his house.” 

Surely no budget will be framed wrbieh will make tbe members live 
in their own respective houses but I hope the budget will be sucb that 
there would be no necessity for incurring any debt. Incurring debt 
will be extremely dangerous as there is little prospect of having better 
dbya in the near future and so little prospect of clearing it up. 
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Some of my hon'ble friends have urfre«l npon the Government to 
look after the aamindors and others to protect the poor tenants. 
There is only one way of helping both the claswes and that is with the 
help of agriculture. God of Fortune lives in trade, half in agricul- 
ture and half of that in service luit not at all in lagging. Almut beg- 
ging we the people of India are striking examples and about tnuie 
people of the West will surely testify to. As trade has depro<-iatiHl 
throughout the world let us take to agric nlture and under the same 
head Co-operative Department. ( woubi therefore urge on the 
flon’ble Members of the Government to eoiieentmte their attimtion to 
ajfriculturt*. 

Ah a fti-ojHTutoi thniu^rliout in> lift* I lioiiffstlv niaiutHiii that it 
iH a fult rmii that wuultl lift the \uirltl. Th<* hlossiu^rH of tin* co- 
opprativt* crodit Nociftit's havt* a >vay in rt*li<»vinff <Iu» 

afrrifultural iiidehtodiioss and tho <‘oiHid<*rahh* anitdioiution of condi- 
tion of tho p(K>plo in j;?’piM‘ral is boiii^ aflVcfptl in vurion.s ways l»y ull 
till* ramifications of tin* co-operative sysfein. That India has Imh'h a 
country of countries <<» undcrstantl flit* ^■alnf• <if co-op«*ration in truly 
hornt* tmf h> flic overu hclmin>r results which art* foti wclbknuwn. 
Tht* fxradual release of the uiasseH from the thraldom of usury, the 
improvement of the indiKenons system of moiiey-h'iidin^, tin* incul- 
cation of the principle of thrift and self-help are some of the most 
direct and tangible results of the imivement. 

Almut the prospects of the ct>.opcnitiive itmvement truly Sir Arthur 
('Otten laiy Haiti; “That is the verv thing ftir Intlta ant) whatever 
expectation you may have fornn*d as tt> results multiply them U*n-folJ 
and you will find them exct*t*tled.” I wouhl therefore ask tht* Hon’ble 
Member not to neglect agriculture in any way if be expects to better 
the condition of Tbnigal which is pre-eminently an ngriciiIfiirBl pro- 
▼ijioe. 

All these may he tronjectures and spet ulatitms and I would there- 
fore join hands with my lion Tib* friends who suggest fonnation of a 
Retrenchment Committee and before such formation and before 
urging for it I would exjiect that those whom I have styled in the 
beginning as different limbs of the same body Oovernirient should comir 
forward wdth their own offer to show the way to curtailment which 
will reflect honour and honour only on them. I would then dare* 
suggest that the members of this Council will not lag behind in help- 
ing the Ooveniment. 

Wijh these suggestions and rem*rviiig my opinion on different 
items as they c'ome up 1 will conclude by enjoining on all of you 
members ol the Government of Bengal U* join hands to come to m 
•oluiion as to bow these Rs. 95 lakhs cun be met which I hope aiiii 
trust will not be at all diifiealt. Hurely it would be sbowi^ bi4 
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ina]iager«hip if out of B». 11 crores, 95 lakh^ cannot be found out to 
make up the deficit and make you live not in debt. 


Btilll SATYA KINKAR SAHARA: Mr. Pre^iident, Sir, in making 
a few ubeervations on the budget presented to u» the other day I would 
like to mention that already there is a buzzing in the country regarding 
it. One gentleman remarked that it was a dwarf budget of which the 
head was so abnormally developed that the attenuated trunk and 
extremities could scarcely carry it witli any semblance of ease; another 
gentleman remarked tliut though the fount was meagre thivS year, the 
orchids and <'hrvsanthcmums liu\e got imuc than their shan* of the 
irioisture but the wheat and pmidy. which sustain the pet^ple, have been 
sturvtMl and stunted. 

Sir, 1 confess I am not in the rank of tliose malcontents and am 
ready to dismiss sucli remarks as inesiMOisihle and the outcome of want 
of proper knowledge of the intricate admini.-otrative machinery. I 
would l ather ofier hearty eongratuhitions to the Hon 'Me Mr. Marr for 
steering the financial h(»ut so carefully and cautiously through the 
Scylla of meagre revenue on i»ne side and the ('liaryhdis of political 
troubles and disturhumeN on the other. 

iSir, I admit that abnormal iliseases retpiire abnormal treatment; and 
considering the present ('oriditinn of the eountry I do not grumble at 
the police estimate going up two rounds at a leap. But, Sir, I am 
filled with upjirehensioii that if law and order is to lie maintained at 
auch a treiiuuohius cost, a few' years hence the cry for law and order 
from tlu* pe<»j)le will not lie heanl ; if to cure one uhnormally diseased 
limb the normal limbs are to he negleeted and starved, the cure of the 
diseased limb will seareely bring in liealtliful life to (he whole body. 

Sir, during my struggle of life for more than half a century I have 
been fully convinced of the truth of the Sanskrit .saying, so often used 
by Bengalis, that penury is the destn^yer of many virtues and I keenly 
feel the iue(]uity of the Meston award throwing one of the richest pro- 
vinces in India in the mire of penury. But it pains me more to notice 
that in my poor country inequity is as catching as the epidemics that 
are onr constant companions in the rural areas. Sir, Bengal is the 
reputed land of Nyayti, one synonym of which is etpiity, unfortunately 
Bengal has nowadays becH>me a land of the negation of 
Nyaya, A rich province has been made pixir by a stroke of the 
pen and then in the iuqmverished province an administration 
lias been set tip which is more costly than the administration of 
nome of the richest countries in the world. Sir, this anomaly of a 
sKMtly administration in a poor country, I venture to suspect, is one of 
the major causes of the storm and stress that has so immensely disturbed 
Iho normal life of the country. Sir, in ibis ye«r of world-wide 
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4^proMion the officers in En^jland, which is immensely rich, have con. 
tented to the reduction of 10 j)er cent, of their salaries; is it too much, 
Sir, to expect of the officers of our Government who m often dindare 
themselves to be the friend of the petiple offering to accept a reduction 
of 25 per cent, of their salaries to bring the administration in a line with 
the penury of the country ^ 

Considering the present vexed condition of the country I do not like 
to speak against the heavy grants for police and jails; hut, yet 1 would 
like to see e(|\iity and not inequity reiguiug over tlu>sc departments. 
Why should the police in Calcutta, which is rolling in wealth and 
luxury, W mainUine<l at the cost of the province y* Why should the 
Calcutta Police consume more than l/5th of the jMdin* grant P This, 
i:>ir, to say the least, is a mundane misapplication of the spiritual 
saying of Jesus Christ. 

l^eavijig aside the fiolice and such other department'*, thi* c'senliul 
neces.Hily of which for administration ('unnot he denied, when one comes 
to Health, l’alucati(»n and Agricnlture, the three imiin pegs on which 
the existence of the nation hangs, <>ne painfully notic»‘s in(H|uity 
reigning supreme there. The major portion of the grants fm those 
heads is spent in the urhan areas, only a small fraction is left for llte 
villages; when the few tlrops, so carefully weighed, dripplc drtwn to 
the villages where (he imtifui lives, the hand »if ini^piity takes them 
away from those for whose Ixmetit e\ery farthing of it should have been 
used; the major jxirtioii of the immey received after smh liltration is 
consumed in ktH'ping costly officers and iru»rc costly supervisors. 
Thinking over the way of expenditure in those depurtincnts, | am often 
reminded. Sir, of u snulh that created some sensation in our patt of 
the country fifty years lK*f(»rc by giving a rude shock to the sense of 
propriety and e(|uity of the simple people of those da>s. In that tnulh 
twenty rupees had l>een sjient for purcha.sing edibles, fifty rupees had 
been paid to the ciMiks and khtdi/uitfjarM for their labour, and a pair of 
shawls, costiug Its. 2o0 had heen given tt> the gentleman who Umk the 
trtmhle of supervising the cfsiking. 

Sir, we all know how the health, education and agriculture of 
Bengal have iininerisely deteriorated. Some 45 years hack, when I was 
a student at Giridih, one of the healthiest stations of that time, 1 used 
to spend (wo to three months in my native village in fiidas thana <»f 
Bankura; insteail of losing health I used to profit by the change. But 
ttowadays one staying for 24 hours in any village in Indas thana is 
anre to imbibe such a big dose of malarial poifum as to keep him bed- 
ridden for at least one month. 

4 p.m. 

At to Education, Sir, I have every reason to think that there was 
fiiore literacy in the country former ly than at preaeot. In my boyish 
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dayii there were literatee aniongat the Bagdia and Dorns, belonging io the 
oepreMed claaseft, some of whom served as gomoniluu under landlords. 

I do not know how many literates will W found in the present census 
among those classes. 

As to Agriculture, it is far l>ehiml the improved agriculture of all 
civilised countries. Instead of improving, it has not been moving in 
the same groove in which it used to move before the birth of Buddha. 
Though the same method of agriculture, that is to l>e found in his book 
on Agriculture by Parasara, who flourished more than three thousand 
years ago, is still prevailing, the same implements are not in use; and 
only a less sidentifir* method of preservation of manure than what had 
been prescribed by Parasara is prevalent now. Then, Sir, owing to- 
the silting up of rivers, cliuiiiiels and tanks, various crops that used tO' 
be grown formerly cannot be grown now. 

Sir, this all-round deterioration lias made the condition of the 
villages so desperate that if no drastic steps be taken to improve them, 
after a few years no money, 1 fear, will be retjuired for them, save a 
little to inaintain a few aco-(iobUmitbs to sintr the dirge over the 
deserted villages of Bengal. 

Sir, this deplorable conditioii ot tin* villages and villagers has 
provided a ready handle to the agitators to stir up anti-dovernment 
feeling in the <o\intrv. Extinction stares the villagers in the face, and 
thos<‘ illiterate and ignorant people rannot b«* much blamed if they put 
explicit faith in the educated hhmhuJolft wlio approach them from the- 
towns and attribute all their miseries to the doing^s f»f the (fovernment. 

Sir, as I desire peace and pmsperity in th«‘ country and cordiality 
betw***eii the rulers and the ruled. I woubl ask the tlovernnient seriously 
to think of intnahicing a ehunged inentalitv in the administration — 
more confidence, intire w'omuny, more eipiity. Sir, in our world of 
reciprocity love generates love, and distrust, distrust. To love the 
people and be loved in return, I think, is the only way to bring in 
pence and prosperity in the country. A contented and prosperous 
people is aa4 should l»e the only desirable goal of all administrations. 
Sir, in bringing in cordiality lietween the rulers and the ruled, the- 
first move slunild l>e made by the stronger party, the rulers, and no^ 
question of false prestige should stand in the way. 

The Govern nuMit often calls for co-operation fnim the people, and 
we are here for co-operation. But, Sir, civoperation rannot be one- 
sided; like compromise it is mutual and stands on the principle of give- 
and-take. It cannot lie expecteil, Sir. that Indians will be renderings 
to Oovemmeiit the co-<iperation of a Caliban. The world has fast been 
spinning down the ringing gnxives of change, and nowadays though n 
Prospero, with his powerful magician’s wand, be a possible sight, the 
race of Calibans, like the mainmoths. is a thing of the past and cannot 
bi brought hack to existence by any human eiort. 
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Mniiff HAMAN ALI: Mr. President. Sir. I had no d«.ire i„ <.ke 
any part in this ceremonial di8(«».Hion of the hudget. but certain 
obwvations, with respect to the crnis.-^ of the fall of revenue and 
incjease in expenditure, on the part of the Hon-hle the Fiminee Mentlwr 
Kav« made a change in ray mind. 

Sir, I will not »ay here that the hudjrt*t is a disappointinff one. For 
(jertainly it is so. At a time when ever\ day iH‘ai*e-falks are beinff 
dinned into our ears, when we are fold that the reins of (ioveininent are 
jroing to be handed over to the people of the eonntry vei.v soon, we 
naturally expect to s<h» some change m the hud^t-t with r<‘^anl to the 
financial policy of the Government underlyinjr the nhole st lieme of the 
revenue and the expenditure heads. B«t (he whole srlieme ffives a 
direct lie to our natural hope.s. 

The whole psycholoj^y of the hudfret i.s (denr. The Governmenl’a 
mentality is not chanf^ed a hit even. The Go\erniuent’s |Mdiev of 
maintaining the false prestige and at the co.st of the jHHiple is still 
visible there. But T will not dilate upon that un\ further, Sir. 

From the budget itself and from the mlmission of (he llonlde Mr. 
Marr it is clear that the financial position of Bengal is gloomy and 
that the prospects are even gloomier for (he next year. And here we 
cannot but congratulate the Tfon’hle the Finance Mfmihei for his grand 
optimistic courage when he hopes that the ahnornial conditions of 
things will soon disappear and that we shall land very soon upon a soil 
of hojie and felicity. Sir, to my mind this is hoping against hojM*. 

It is true — and we all know' it — that the finaiu ial gloom has over- 
spread the country. The phenomenal fall in the prices of agricultural 
commodities of Bengal, especially of juu* ami rice, have r'^nderiHl the 
people destitute of any ready money. There is not even any loanable 
fund available in the (‘ouiitry. The loan offices have mostly stopped 
further advances. The situation has tliii.s become most horribly 
deeperate. And the Government is on the verge of losing .(s financial 
equilibrium. That is so, Sir. But who is resiMinsihle for such a 
daeperate condition of the country?* And what has brought about this 
horrible financial gloom throughout the length ami breadth of the 
country? 

The Hon'ble Mr. Marr wants to bring home to us that the two 
factors which have mainly coniribiitcHl to this disastrous situation are 

(1) bountifulness of Nature causing over-production of jute and rice 
together with the world-wide depression in trade and comraerc^e, and 

(2) the aubversive civil disobedience movement. But, Sir, neither from 
aeademid nor from practical points of view' are his arguments anything 
iilco convincing for I hold that neither the bounty of Nature nor the 
houBiy of naiionaliam of men and women of Bengal can be responsible 
for the financial crisis in the country. The bountifuJiiess of Nature in 
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OTerproduciog the foodgraiss can never be regarded a« an evil. The 
nnly question with regard to the raw materials of the country has been 
and is their proper distribution and proper marketing. 

Have the Government of this country ever thought of the poor 
agricplturists of Bengal? Have they ever given any thought over the 
controlling of prices of jute? Have the Government ever during these 
two centuries of British rule bothered themselves about how to organise 
the rice market so that the poor cultivators might not have fallen a 
hopeless victim to such a serious slump in commodity prices? The 
answer is “No.” 

It is true that the slump in the commodity prices has reduced the 
buying pow'cr of the cultivators, who cannot purchase anything in 
exchange for the agricultural products, and so the general slump in 
trade all round. But is not your ruinous exchange policy responsible 
lor Uiis? And has not the Government policy of rujMje coiitruciiou, 
with the object of keeping up the high exchange value of the rupee at 
1 j». (h/., rendered the people destitute by ciores of coins? Has not thus 
your I'xchange ratio produced this awful scarcity of rupees which 
further lowering the prices of the agricultural produce has reduced the 
raiyats to their present unthinkably helpless condition? 

In the next place the Hon’hle Mr. Muir tell.s us that the subversive 
political moNement has seriously disturhed the budget. There is thus 
increase in the proposed expenditute on “Police,” “Jails,” “Convict 
Setth’ments” and other heads of like nature. But a year hack there 
wuis no civil disohediem*e movement; two yeans back there was no 
^uhveiHive moveinc'iit, and five years liack there was none like that. 
Yet what do wv find? Was there any less e.\pl*nditnre fn these beads 
in previous years? A eomparison of the figures on police heads from 
onwards shows that the expenditure on police is going up by 
leaps and bounds every year. And will the Hon’hle Member in (^harge 
of Finance yet say that the increase is due to the civil disobedience 
movement? 

Are we not to suppose that you want to govern the people not 
according to their own wishes, but by overawing the people by a 
display of the perpi'tual array of police, provided with muskets and 
gun. But that is a thing which ought no more to l>e. 

Sir, at this juncture, at such an economic crisis, we naturally 
expected that our budget would undergo a thorough^going retrenchment 
reducing the general expenditure to a half at least. But instead of 
having that we find that there has been a general increase in the 
expenditure on “Jails” and ^'Police” and the like, and there has been a 
in the expenditure on nation^building d^Mu^tments such as 
Medical and A^gncultnre, 
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From thifl are we to understand that malaria and other diseases have 
been eradicated from the soil, and agriculture has biHUi improved to ita 
farthest limit? Or are we to understand that the Government thinks 
that the only disease in Bengal is the mania of nationalism and the 
only remedy for that is the increased prtivision of jails and prison 
houses. • 

I submit, Sir, that you may erect whatever nuiulnT of additional 
jails you like, but that is no remedy at all. I do not think that any 
number of jails will be of any avail when jail-life has lu'en a <’rtH‘d with 
every son and daughter of the soil and when every cliiKI of the land 
regards himself to be already in a jirison-house in his own home. 

[At 4-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-25 p.m.] 

BalHi KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: S.r, at hn I did not 

intend to fake part in the budget discussion hxii 1 have since tht>\ighl it 
my duty to enter u prot(*.st in iertaiii mattt^rs. The budget discloses a 
most deplorable state ot things. What Gfo criiineiit wants at present 
is not money hut statesMuinslnp, We began last year w*ith an opening 
halunee of Its. 2,2d,f)(blMM). La.st vear we Unxk away iner Hs. 28.(MMMM) 
and this year onr (»p«»ning balance is Its I We are now 
informed tliat the year is likidy to he cIos(*d with a balance of a 
little over Its. 44,(Ht,iH)l), so that we aie print i»il)\ spmiiling 
lls. 1,5(1,00,000 in managing the ahtiirs of Government in one year. 
For the next year, we arc told, that our expenditure will he increased. 
Though our revenue is oxjH.*cte<l to fall by over a crore we an* told we 
must spend more this year. To cover this closing babinc’e it is 
proposed that we should borrow from the Government of India about 
Its. 94,00,000 but in spite of that we still have a deficit. laniving aside 
the untouchable there will be a small dosing baluioe of Its, 4 or 5 
lakbs but we are told thi.s will be required for the polxe. If w** take a 
loan from the Guveniment of India how’ are we going to lepay it.*^ We 
had accumulated a little fortune during the lu.st few years by economic 
management and fur this we thank the Ifotrblc Finaiic,* Xlenibcr, but 
almost the whole will l>e swallowed up. Gur exjwM tations of u dosing 
balance of Rs. 1 crore this year has not Iwnm realised. What is the 
<5Wi«e<juence? I think it will be a disaster. You rememWr, Sir. that 
at the beginning of the Reforms we were given a large sum for 
•aiiitation and education and w-e then told that Bengal would be a 
pmperouH country, that there would be* a large surplus and the 
Ctovemment of India would take from us Rs. fi3,f>0,(l00 a year. Very 
noon we aaw» Sir, that there was a heavy deficit and the question arose 
«e to how to mee<t this deBeit. We complained against the heavy 
axpenditure of Govemmetit but our complaiiits were not heeded to. 
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Tftxen were imposed and we were told by the then Finance Member and 
by Wd Roualdshay, when he mldressed the Council, that the jute tax 
would be paid over to Benp'al and the entire amount of the other 
taxations would be reserved for the nation-biiildinE departments. I am 
not afraid of an education ceHs, but I am afraid that this cess also will 
be taken for the ordinary purpose ol the administration as was done on 
the Iasi oc<-UMion. A deputation went to the (Government of India, ot 
which the present Finance Member was a member, and they made n 
concession to Ben^^al of this Hs. (>3 lakhs for a few years. How are W(‘ 
Eoinjc to proceed? VVe expect some iniprov<*nieiit. If the cost oi 
administration is lowered there may be* some improvement. Under the 
new (H)nstitution we are told there will be H»)ine improvement but wc 
do not know whether another Mesion Award is in store for us. In the 
circumstances we should not consent to tlu‘ passinjf of the budget as it 
is. For next year we should cut down our expenditure to the extent of 
our income this year. We asked for this before, hut Ooveriiment paid 
no attention to our repeatt‘d demands. We cun do nothirifr. Ha lon^ 
as the official members are there, and the nominated members are there 
and the European group are there, we are in tlie minority. I think we 
should re<'ord our protest against this .sort of budget. This year several 
taxes are going to he imposed by the (Government of India which will 
tell very heavily upon us, and if we fail to improve our finances I 
suppose some new taxations will have to he thought out. We (annot 
prm’.eed in this way and I think it is the duty of the House to enter u 
strong and emphatic protest against this and mv should not agree to the 
passing of the budget as it is. We can pass the budget for expenditure 
only up to the amount of our income, uinm w hicdi wc can safely dep<md. 
It is useless to make u cut here and the‘re. ExiHMiditure must he cut 
dow'ii iu a lump. 

With these few w'ords I beg to protest against the passing of this 
budget. 

I cannot but enter an emphatic protest against these extravagancea 
and (‘annot but plead for retrenchment in Government’s expenditure. 

4-4b p.m. 

Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY: Sir, as <me of the representatives of the 
landholding C'ommunity I rise to join my voice with that of my frieiMi 
and colleague Kumar Shib Hhekhareswar Ray in appealing to the 
Government to consider the grave situation c.reate<l by the present great 
economic depression to all }iec»ple in Bengal and specially to the land- 
holders and their raiyats. It is a well known fact that if the miyats 
flourish then their landlords will flourish and that if they go down 
their landlords go down with them too. The Kumar Sahib was not a 
bit exaggerating when he said that the landlords have hardly been 
al^e to realise even a fourth of their duee from their tenanta. 
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At th« tinift of thp IVnoanent Settlpinoiit hardly any iiuir^in wan li*ft 
in the landlord* by the Government out of the rents they realised from 
their tenant*. The hardship.* which ensued to the wunindars then as n 
result of this step can l>e sliown by an example even from my own 
family. Sir, my fifth ancestor was so very hard hit hy the settlement 
that had not his brave wife come forward then to take chnr^re of the 
rearing of the family hy farmin^^ of khamar lands he would have found 
it ahsoliitely impossible to farm, the Government revenues, and the 
Di^haputiya estates, which are now pretty extensive, would have been 
utterly ruined at the time, Kven this arranirenient ismld not entirely 
save the family from muuaeninj^ worries, unmiti^utetl hardships and 
repeated l>ereavein6nts. Then jrradually the landlords recovered by the 
development of their estates and thus creutin^r a maiTfin for them- 
selves. But, Sir. even now there are properties whose Gitvernmant 
revenues exceeil fd) per eent. of their lollection, so that after meetinfr 
the collection and inana|.rement charges and other dues, hardly suffieient 
marjfin is left to meet the iiiaintenaiiee ehari^e** of the propriet»»rs, not 
to s[)eak of saviiijrs to meet tlie difficulties of the rainy da>s. 

This is the case with the xamindurs, hut there are otheis such as the 
patnidurs, darpatnidars. maurashiilurs, tlarmuurashidars, teiiure-ludders. 
etc., between a zamindar and the actual r ultivator. These people, who 
F claim form the majority of the rMipulation of Benvral and aim too are 
landlords, according t<» the pri'sent defiiiitirm of the term, are the f^rvat- 
est sufferers perhajis in this present ilisfress as their margins of profit 
are even less than thoH4M>f the ziimindnrs But they iiave one redi'eminjr 
feature in their favour, which the znmindais have not, fi»r they have no 
fear of the sunset law and are not also ab.solutely ohli^^eil to pa> their 
dues on the appointed dates. Therefore I submit, Sir, that the zumin- 
dars are in jjreater dilficiilties than their under-rij^liters or even their 
raiyats in this resfiect and wi certainly deserve consideration fr*>m the 
Government at this present crisis. 

Sir, the mmindars never I believe had to face sio h u ^freut difficulty 
since they recovered from the effects of the IVrinaiieiit Si-tt lenient, and 
*0 never perhaps laTore thi^ riHjUested the tfovernment t<» take their 
pitiable case into ronsideration. On tlie rontrary they have so 
been steadily and rejrularly paying their dues uiiffrudKinKly to 
the Government and which, a* my friend, the Kumar has already 
remarked, have formed and still form the most dependable hulk of the 
revenue of the Government. Now, for once, Sir, the zamindar* implore 
the Government to take inb* JoiiHideration their privient helplens c4in- 
dition and make whatever conce»»ions the Government deem fit and 
detirablv under the cin;um»tance«. 

Sir, it i* contended in certain quartern that the zaniindari deeerve 
no sympathy whatever, a* by the Permanent Settlement they became 
immensely rich and it it their fenit if they failed to store enon^th aipaiast 
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their rainy daya. Sir, 1 have to meet this sort of argument, already 
related the real state of affairs occasioned by the Permanent Settlement 
by citing an example from my own family. I have also mentioned 
what a small margin was then left to the samindars and how they had 
to spend that for the development of their estates. As a result except 
for certain big zamindars the majority found it difficult to save. Those 
estates which were already developed sufficiently at the time of the 
Permanent Settlement and which were many, could not be developed 
more to augment their incomes and thus create margins out of them. 
So if some of the zamiiidars did derive real benefits from it afterwards, 
certainly a great many of them could not do so. The people who talk 
of big margins of profit now enjoyed by the samindars, forget that 
these big margins are distributed among a vast number of people, so 
that except in the case of a few “big” zamindars the incomes of 
individual landholders dwindle down practically to pittances. 

Sir, when this is the state of affairs in Bengal, the settlement opera- 
tions are being pushed on vigorously in certain districts by the Govern- 
ment, and the recovery of the settlement dues is also being insisted upon. 
What with to have to spend money required for watching the settlement 
operations in various parts of their estates and the tenants withholding 
their payinent.s not only for the economic, de})ros8ion but also for these 
settlement operations in certain districts, tlie zamindars to pay the 
Government revenues and the settlemnt dues have to face a 
situation which spells utter ruin to them if the (iovernment at this 
juncture fail to extend a helping hand to them, who not only contributed 
steadily the major portion of their revenue, but were and perhaps, if 
I am allowed to say s(». still are, the jirincipal supporters of the 
(bjvernnient. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Mr. Pre.sident, Sir, I confess, one hardly sees the 
utility of these annual di.scussions on the budget except that he is free 
to survey maukiml from China to Peru and may safely disregard all 
considerations of relevancy without fear of that stern task master who 
rules us w‘itb a rod of iron on other occasions. 

I wush to congratulate the IIonMde Finance Member for the very 
frank budget s|>ee<'h in w'hich he has been prejiaring us for the worst 
though hoping for the best. Tt is indeed difficult to criticise this deficit 
budget. 

1 do not propose, however, to roam over a large field. I wish to deal 
Tory briafiy with three points which none of the speakers hare discussed. 

The first two deal with matters very much before the public eye, nw., 
question of Swadeshi goods and temperance. 

Sir, it has been usual to talk of boycott of British goods but maair 
of us do not believe in a hymn of hmtmd-^ negation that leads ns In 
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a n^rw of difficulties. V\e rather found our preference on a posittv^ 
of love of one’s countrymen and of the ftmih they produce. Now 
with the tremendous expansion of Indian manufacture and commerce 
within recent years, is it too much to expect (hat the (iovernmcni of 
Bengal should patronise India-made gtmds to the exclusion of foreign 
goods? I want to a.sk the lion ’hie Memher in charge of Industrie's and 
of Stores to tell u.s how much jccrccnitagc of value of gc^ods ordered hy 
the Government of Bengal is for India-made goods? 1 wcuild gt> 
further — I would ask the Government of Bengal to give pnd.*reac'e to 
Bengal-made goods, even at small sac rifice, for instance, if high class 
hoots and shoes are being made in Bengal sutlicient to answer (m»\ em- 
inent requirements, why order them from Punjah? I had tahled a 
resolution in order to draw the attention of thc^ Government to this 
matter. I venture to rec|uc‘st the Mini-^ter for Industrie's to follow up 
the policy of preference I have suggested above. 

Sir, with a good deal of trepidation and hc'sitntion. I venture' to 
go one step further and bring to the notic'c of the llouse the demand 
for preference not only for Bengal hut also for Bengal virn. It 

is a notorious fact that there i.s and has Immmi for years veuy acute 
unemployment among the' hh/uholok class in Bengal and that Bengal 
is being flooclc'd h\ legions of non-Bengalees. Hindus and Moslems and 
others who are c hildren of the soil are shut out of employment hy such 
persons. It is useless to disguise the fact that there is a rising tub' of 
opinion that dcmiands preference for those domic iled in Bengal, 
Rightly or wrongly there is a considerable feeling that while' one hears 
the cry “Behar for the Ib liarrs”, “Burma for the lliinnans”, etc ., wc 
in Bengal find the slogan “Bengal for the non-Bengalees”, Sir, 
rightly or wrongly, Hindus and Mo.slcms in Bengal demand that the 
children of the soil have a right to appointments to publie oflic’es in 
Bengal. We in Bengal suffer for c>ur broadminded, univerHul, 
nationalist point of view. We all know' that in advertisements for 
Government posts in some other province's U is openly stated that pre- 
ference will he given to those clomic ib'd in theeso provinces. I only mik 
that a similar rule should l>e observtMl hy the (io\ernment of Bengal. 

Sir, I am well aware that this is a very delic'ate matter, that we 
nationalists regard no caste or creed or minmiinity as a har, that our 
cry is ‘‘Advance TJnite^l India”. But we are going to have Provinrinl 
Autonomy and each of the autonomous States is entitled to look to the 
interest of its people and demand reciprocal treatment Is it, tlierefore. 
wrong on my part, to ask the Ilotne Member unci his colleagues — the 
seven wise men in whose hands is entrusted the destiny of Bengal — to 
bear in mind the demand for preference for Bengal men and Bengal 
goods? ‘ 

I now pass to the secemd topic, (he tenipeniiice qtuoitifm. As 1 naid 
during the course of budget debate last year, pnihibition is an all- 
ludia demand. I complaine*! of the lack of |mltcy on the part of the 
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Govorumenf. Sir, I ailvwate the abolitio# of the Excise 

revenue, within a definite period of time — just as was done in the case 
of opium revenue. I do so, not for any ulterior motive — motive U) 
embarrass the Government — but from a desire to uplift the masses of 
my rountrvinen. It has been said that you cannot make men sober by 
an Act of Parliament ; still less can you do ho by fomble picketing 
The trend rd events makes it clear that the national demand for abolition 
of the drink traffir- will W carried out as smm as we get provincial 
autonomy. Whether we want it or not, the Excise revenue is Imund to 
diminish. The [fon’ble Einame Member has stated in his speech in 
re]dy to my (|uesti<»n that nine months’ actuals of such revenue in 1930-31 
show a fall of over Hs. 35 lakhs as compared witli the revenue during 
the •iame period in l9!!^)-3t). 

That being s<», Government must be prepared now boldly to face fact« 
and get ready with a scheme drawn up on the basis of total disappear- 
ance of the Excise revenue. Bui we cannot shut our eyes to the fact 
that '<uch leveinie i«*rms one-fifth of the t4)tal revenue of Bengal, So 
Government must de\iHe ways and means, f cordially agree with the 
view of my friend Khan Bahadur Azizul TIa(|\ie when he said last March 
that if prohiliitioii be enforced, be would be (juite prepared to fa(;e the 
pr(jspect of new taxation if other tneans fail. That. I take it, is the 
view of us all. So I would re^piest the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Excise, to consiiler, in the cool heights of Darjeeling, whether he should 
not from now start (onsuHing leaders (»f thought in Bengal. 1 suggest 
tbe appointment of a small committee to expbire schemes and methods 
of bringing about the prohibitiim in the future. In this matter, Indians 
— Hindus. Moslems or ('bristiuns — are at one and this is n matter that 
vitally affects the health and pmsperity of our countrymen. 

May I, here, ineidentuily congratulate the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Medical and Public Health for his success in l>eing able to 
soften the stony heart <d the Hoii’ble Kiname Member w'ho hails from 
the city of granite and is thus eminently fit for his fK»stP The Hon’ble 
Minister has managed to get an increased grant of nlw»u( Ks. 2A lakhs 
on the revised estimate for 19;i0-31 for Medical ami also a grant of 
nearly Its. 5» lakhs more than the revised estimate for 1930-31 for 
Public Health. 

1 sympathise with the Hon’ble Minister for Education for the 
reduced grant but congratulate him on being able to make the usual 
grant to non-Governinent arts collegee. After all it is dome consolation 
to think that one must first live and then be educated. For wbat good 
is education to a man when he is dead? So Medical and Public Health 
must neceesarily come first. 

Taming now to my third and laat topic* I want to know* if any* and 
If to* what* provision in the budget haa been made abovt onminHta ai 





lei 

tbai should be formed at once to carry on here the work of the Round 
Table Conference. On the 9th February last I dwelt upon our duty 
to work out the details of the scheme and fill in the fnime-work of the 
new constitution. This work, ns the Premier said, must not be left to 
the bureaucracy but must be conducted on the dir»*ct restw^nsibility of 
politicians. So committees have io he npimintivl. I would ask the 
Home Member to enlij^hten us on this ptnnt. 

One word more, and I have done. The Hon’ble Finance Member 
has, throu|^hout his speecli, referred to the exptH'teil improvement in 
the political situation. We all ho|>e and pray that his expectation 
may soon l)e realised, not merely Wcause it mifrht mean an improve- 
ment in our finances but because this will mean an era of jM»ace and 
gcH)dwill. 

To-day, tlie day of days, all India is hoping and prayinjr that we 
may be so enlightened that we can come to an honourable peace and 
that India may come out of her agony and sufTering, shining and 
radiant with the glory of the wondrous dawn »)f Fr<*edom. 


5 p.m. 


Mf# NARENDRA KUMAR BASUs In bis HpfHM'h introducing the 
budget, the Hon’ble Finance Member lias made several diatribes against 
the civil disobedience movement and it »i»enied to him (hat the two 
reasons for the thinness of the revenue lust year and the present year 
are, firstly, the world trade depression and, sei-ondly, the eivil dis- 
obedience movement. But, Sir, as is well known to lawyers, truth will 
out sometimes even in an atfi<lavit; and on page 9 of his s|M»<»ch, the 
Ilon’ble Finance Member has let the truth out o lieu he says (hat 
'*even if the expected improvement in the politic al situation doc's come 
about and the peaceful elements among (lie people are suffered to go 
about their lawful avocations without let or hindranee from the 
partixans of Congress, their buying power has been so much reduced 
that we cannot expect them to contribute to a very substantial rise in 
revenue.'* Therefore, the real reason for the thinness of revenue is not 
either the world depression in trade primarily or the civil disoliedience, 
but the impoverishment of the pe<»ple. Sir, as is well-known to you 
and to all members of this House, our piniple in this country, espeidally 
in Bengal, are very poor. In fact, according to the Simon Committee, 
the most optimistic estimate of the average income of an Indian i* 
Rs. 100 a year, while the average in England is alxmt £95. Even ihif 
depth ot poverty has been made deeper by the policy of (iovomroent 
and the purchasing power of the people is absolutely gone so that with 
rice and other edibles at a lower figure, the people can hardly afford to 
Imve hall a meal a doy. 
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I think it in the bounden duty of Government to make aft much 
economy a» poHHible. But if you consider the budget, do you really 
find any attempt at economy ^ You will find that whatever economy is 
there, it is in what are called the transferred departments. So far as 
the reserved subjects are concerned, especially in the General adminis- 
tration, the Jails and the Police, there is absolutely no attempt at any 
retrenchment. So far as the General administration is concerned, will 
the lion’ble Finance Member say whether any serious attempt was made 
to economise in the pay and allowanc'es that are drawn by Government 
officers. 1 am sure that the pay that is drawn by the higher officials of 
Goveninieiit is five limes as much as they would have drawn if they had 
sttMul a little higher in the Civil Service examinations and got into the 
Home (/ivil Service. Having stood lower in the examination they came 
out to India and th(*y draw five times as inucli as their fellow officers in 
England. Has there been any attempt to cut down local allowances? 
Has there been any attempt to stop migrations to the hills year after 
yearP You will find in the present budget any amount of allowance for 
migration to the hills. Is this the lime that Goveniraent officers should 
run up to the hills leaving the poor people to die in the plains? The 
budget also will show that the three departments — the General adminis- 
tration, the Jails and the Police — are responsible for over 390 lakhs of 
rupees. I submit that the spending of lls. 390 laklis in this poor 
country of ours over these departments is absolutely criminal. Sir, it 
has often been said that we non-official members always cry out against 
the police and that we are quite unreasonable in doing so. Has the 
Government ever stripped to consider wh\ the peoph* in this country 
cry out against the poIi<eP After all law am! order cannot be more 
dear to the sojourners in the land than to the natives of the covmtry. 
Law' and order are more important for ns than for those who are here 
for u temporary period of time. If we had to cry out against the police 
it is be<’uuse in the name of law and onler — and in an accentuated form 
very lately — tliey are indulging in barbarous oppression and that in the 
name of law and order they are acting absolutely unlawfully. Sir, it is 
W'ell known that in this (‘ountry the police absolutely terrorises the 
subordinate magistracy. I will rite an instance. On the 25th of 
August last a number of young men w*ere arreste<l in Jessore in con- 
nwiion with what is known as the Jessore Bomb Case. The result, as 
is wndl known to the memWrs of this House, lias been the discharge of 
all the accused later on. On the 25th of August the Subdivisional 
Officer directed the accuseil to l>e released on bail. Some of the accused 
had already executed the hail l>ond when in came the Superintendent of 
Police and in the open court began to protest against the order of the 
Magistrate. He went further and said that bow dared lie (Magistrate) 
to allow bail bonds in this case and declared that he would arrest those 
under a separate charge who had already been allowed on bail as soon 
as they were out of the precincts of the court. And this was done. 
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This i& how the police terrorise even 
Is it II wonder that the people in 

police ? 


over the sulmrdinate inagis- 
thU country tio not lovp the 


5-15 p.m. 

It hM been stated in the bud^-ct by the Finance that the.e 

has Wn retrenchment. Yes. call it retrencl.ment. u,s I said in the 
transferred departments. I,, tl.e ja.ls i. i,^ slat.al that the increase of 
Ks. »,4»,IK»0 IS due to the ja.litical situation. If that is so. tth\ lias 
there been an attempt to raise the ti^nre under ileleniis to Its. ft.lIM.tMK) 
while according to the revised estimate yon sia-nt only Us. 1 80 inMI for 
detenus in the current y.-ar. This year, houever. yon propose to spend 
Rs. 6,98,000 for detenus ami an increase of Us. !».49,tKK» under jails. 
The amount of repression in ISSI-;!'.; hy (lovermiient may well he 
>rauj?ed from these two jfrants a>f(rreBalin)f to Us. I'l, 47,000. The 
retrenchments thiit hnvr lieen inatle are onlv m» 
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that i» to Ma> , the iiutioii-hiiildin^ tlepartiiifiiiH have already been 
starved. My friend Mr. S. M. Bose was 4*oti),;;'ntl itlalini; the Hot/hle 
Minister in eharire of the Medical Department <m havini^ »*omi‘thinf( 
from the revised estimate of the present vear. | arn afraifi Mr. Ihmo 
did not see that the Minister-in-i lmrjre had heea pleased lo surrender in 
the present year Rs. 3. 49, 8tMt as a measure of n'trenchmenf , In reply 
to a question put by me in tliis ('oniieil ihe other day reKardinir the 
amounts surrendered by the popular Ministers from their resp^'Ctive 
departments Mr. Marr was pleased to observe that that was a State 
aecret and definitely refujied to ifive an answer. But Mr. Marr himsedf 
i» guilty of diacloeing State secrets, because he says in this paper tliat a 
»um of 3^. 3,49,800 was surrendered hy the Minister as a measure of 
retrenchment. Well, the Minister is to be congratulated on having 
•lUTMidered Hs. 3,49,800 as a measure of economy (A voici: Keif* 
mcrifioe). Tea, self*aacrtfioe on the part of the Eon'bla Miniatar. 
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Hetrenchments in the transferred departments have left the Ministei 
simply to go on with routine duties and we ought to be thankful to th 
Ministers for carrying on the routine duties at a cost of Rs. 1,92,000 
year. Several previous speakers hawe talked of a retrenchmen 
committee on the lines foreshadowed by the Finance Member at Delhi 
My objection to that is this. Firstly, 1 am afraid that the retrenchmen 
committee would be more costly than the retrenchments themselves 
8e('<»i illy, liom the experiiMn e that we have had of the committe 
presided over by Sir Rajendranath Mukherji, I may say that Govern 
merit will take steps to see that no recommendation worth giving effec 
to will ever fructify. Therefore, so far as that committee is concerned 
my humble suggestion is that if Government can get some members i 
agree to give their time free to the cause of the country', and if Govern 
meat give an undertaking that they will act upon such recommendation 
of the coni 111 it tee us are unanimous, then I think the idea had better b< 
pursued, otherwise not. 


Mr* <1* CAMPBELL*FORRE8TER • Mr. President, Sir, we have ai 
apologetic budget presented to us by the Hotriile Mr. Marr. He ii 
full of regret at th© doleful position, but really I do not see why h< 
should he so pessimistic. The budget is certainly not a good one; bu 
if one IcHiks all over the world, he finds conditions much worse thai 
Bengal. There are several things that I s(»e liere in which there hai 
been a saving, namely, Police, Medical, Administration of Justice 
I wish the Hon’hle Mr. Marr would alter that phrase to ^^administratioi 
of law.” T think that those who have had any dealings with the 
Court would prefer the term. The reduc tion in the Medical Grant ii 
the one that interc'sts me most, and it is with deep regret that I fine 
there should lie a reduction in this. If there is one heading undei 
which there should be continual incrtnise, it is under “Medical Help.’ 
Our condition here w*ith the scarcity of mc'dical men should mean 
ooniinual increase in our liospital and disptmsary accommodation 
Hero I must have my annual grouse about the Midnapore Leper Colony, 
Kant, who disc'oursed on Psychology, said, ‘*The mind itself before al 
experience, is possessed of certain inherent forms in virtue of which it 
sees, or conceives all things, for instanc*© in terms of time and space.*’ 
Well, Sir, I am convinced he was right — at all events in the case of 
those in charge of the Leper Colony Scheme. Time is certainly no 
object here, and I fear that eventually in the great space of time ii will 
be entirely forgotten. 

It is over t«i years ago since a gonerotts donor gave Rs. 50,000 to 
the Government to purchase ground for a Tamper Colony. I have more 
or leas brought up this matter every year since 1922. After six years 
they found water, and about two years ago, there were great aotivitiei 
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showing, I thought, that the GoverniiienC having got a move on at 
last, would not be content until it had completed this Colony. Plans 
were drawn up, estimates were given, and a splendid complete scheme 
was shown by that esteemed individual, Dr. Muir, but I see nothing 
budgeted that will bring about the fulfilment of this desirable scheme. 
If it is not the intention of the Government to carry forwanl this 
scheme, then why not openly say so? Then ono*s thought could be 
directed into some other channels to deal with this pressing subject, 
whereby relief could be brought to suffering humanity, and keep the 
leper beggars off the streets of Calcutta. 

Now% Sir, I come to another matter in connecti(»n uilh public health, 
namely, the prevention and treatment of tnlmrculosis. There is 
absolutely nothing budgeted for this urgent luul impirtunt matter, 
According to the statistics of the Government, nearly l.OO.tMKI die of 
this scourge every year, and according to my personal im|niries the 
number is suppo.sed to exceed this. No pestileme that \isi!s mankind 
makes anything like the havoc that is wrought by tuberculosis In 
addition to the enormous destruction of lib* the umon'it of *Hnffering 
which it causes to the patient.s, and the expenses, troiibb* and dangi'r it 
causes around him, makes tulM»rculosis one «)f the worst setjurges that 
affects the human lacc. So fur ue have not been able to find smli 
pioneers out liere as we fouml in Britain like Sir Maludm Morris, Sir 
William Broudbent, Sir (’lefforii Albutt, Sir Ibdmrt Phillip, It was 
such men a.s these that forced the British (lovernment to action. 1’liere 
were only about tw'o or three Hunatonums in (ireut Britain, and only one 
tuberculosis dispen.sary about 30 years ago; there are now more than 
300 sanatoriums and hospitals, and more than 500 tuberculosis disfmn- 
saries. That is what active propaganda did for Britain, and I plea*! for 
similar action in Bengal. We have had one splendid instance of a 
philanthropic agency. The triist<*es of a private donor ,stari4*d a hospital 
near Calcutta eight years ago. and by their efforts and experience have 
gained much knowledge and done go<»«l work. In almost any place 
where there is fresh air and sunlight, the treatment of tuberculosis can 
be carried on successfully. Almut three years ago, the (bivernineni 
granted to the Jadavyuir Hospital for Tubcrt nlosis fls. I,00,<KKK They 
have done wonderful work with this money. Wh»b* the patients have 
got a roof to cover their heads, they w'aiit ground to walk alwmt. and 
work in. The area must k* sufficient to prevent secomlary infection. 
The residents must also lie protr*<'ted from the patients. Hence all 
institutions in Europe* have provided large area round their Iniibbngs, 
This iijstitution has only been able to acquire up till now 2<l biglian of 
land: 40 more bighas are requires! for exercise of (he patients, also 
quarters for nurses, sert'ants, etc. Money is wanted, badly wanted 
now. The Members of the Government can find it if they wish. I 
plead with them to do so. 
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Then* in another matter that I wiah to call attention to before I Bit 
and that i» the Barrackpore Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
(o Animal». The Society^H policy ih an excellent one, and is doing 
nplendid work. Its fir«t object is to take care of the animal first, 
ascertain whether the owner is merely ignorant or wilfully brutal; and 
then to decidf* whether a waniing or a prosecution is advisable. The 
main asset of tins branch is a travelling dispensary, which, haunting 
the highway, gives first aid free to the suffering or injured. 

This Society has been perfet tly iudc^pendeiit up till now, but owing 
to the j>resent hard times, it is passing through great financial 
difficulties, and has applied to the Government for a grant of at least 
Its. l.tMMt as a comraencement, wdiich 1 l)elieve it has promised. I 
appeal t(» the (lovernmeiit on behalf of these deserving iustitufions. 
No in<iividual will oV)ject to increase <»f expenditure <»n such worthy 
objects. 


p Jii. 

SiattniMit in the Prees on the Hon’blo tho Prositfont’s rulings at to 
disaliouring motion for adjournmont. 

Mauiei SYED dALAtUDDIN HASHEMY: Mr President, Sir, as 
on© of tht» jiiniorraost members of this House, 1 have no knowledge — 
nor have I cared to know up till imw — of the etiquette which should be 
ohserv<Ml in regard to the proceedings of this House. I understand 
that by publishing a statement in the Press regarding the adjournment 
motion of whicli I gave notice 1 have offendinl the dignity of this 
House. 1 felt very kwnly on the matter and so I published the 8tat6> 
ment in the Press without fully considering the matter. If I had any 
idea that 1 was acting wrongly, I would not have published that 
statement. Had 1 knowui all this, which I now learn from my friends 
and advisers, I would certainly not have acted as I ha%'e done. With 
these words of apology I should like to say o few words about the 
budget. 


Mr. PREilDENTs Before I allow you to speak on the budget, 1 
think it is desirable that I should say that I very much appreciate the 
spirit which has prompted you to offer an apology to this House for 
having Tushe<l into print in regard to a ruling of the Chair. Tour 
advisers were perfectly right when they pointed out to you that it was 
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mlly a serious breaeli of parliamentary etiquette, and I was really 
eurprised that you rushed into print instead of rai.sinK" the question on 
the floor of tlie House. It is not ri|,(ht ftir an\ nuunher (o question the 
ruling of the Chair; but it is within hi> right, when he is nut eonvimiul. 
to request the President in throw further light on hi> ruling. It is the 
l^residenCs privilege to give rulings, und it i^ n nu‘!ul»er’s privilege to 
give the President an opportunity to eonvime all .iImuiI the soundness 
of hia rulings. I think so hecause 1 always gne rulings with the best 
of motives and with a view to serve the best inteiesis of nieinUMs whieh 
I always have at heart. (Hear, hear.) I do m»t want to take you to 
task for all what ycni have written in iiewspa|NMs, although it is in my 
power to reprimand you. Only the other «lu> . wlitm we first got aeeess 
to this new Couneil riiamher, to exercise our legitimate rights and 
privileges, I appealed to you all to ioinhiio* with me to establish 
parliamentary traditions in this Housi*. and I was really very muth 
surprised that so soon after that von shimld he ioiind gnilty of a s(»rions 
breacih of parliamentary eti<|uette. I am glad. howe\er. that >ou have 
realised your misUke und are prepared 1ti aekiiow bulge t 

I should now like to sa> a few woids about the ruling itselt, us by 
;>()ur sileiKe about it, on the floor of the House, >011 have left me 
ab.solutely unlu*ard hv the meinhers of this Hous4‘ and also h> the 
general public beyond onr walls to whom yon have given umr vi'rsion 
of the case. You will remember that when you gave notiie of the 
Adjournment Motion, 1 met yon in m> Chamber and 1 t(d<l yon that 
your reasons wen* meagre and that yon should come forward with 
more illuminating facts. I gave >on lout da\s to cidlect vmr 
materials. When you met me again, I pul several quest ionx to you 
and I uske<i you to aiiswei them full.v. I aske<l if tin* mills were 
outside or within their private rights in tlismisHiug their employtH's, 
and whether you hud any justification in uHcrihing unwoflhy motives 
to Government, or in thinking that it was in un> wav instrumental in 
causing the Indian Jute Mills Association to pasw the n*M»lnli<in. whicb 
you characlerisfui as “ingenious.’* I also asked if you (t»uld suggest 
how Government w^as in a jmsition to interfere when the mill owners 
were exercising their private rights and what remedy really lay in its 
bands. 1 further asked if you could show that tin* situation really 
endangered public pea<*e or public* health. You should »'emt*ml>er that 
you could not satisfactorily answer any of these* questions, or dsdinitely 
4eny that most of the discharged lalK>urers hail gone back to their homes 
and the mills were peacefull.v doing their normal business. You left 
me tfndcr the impression that you would withdraw the motiim— you 
said you would consult your friends alaiiit it; hut, insteai! of doing 
that you sprung a surprise on me by rushing into print. Nevertheless, 
I am glad that you have come forward with a graceful apology, and 
that ail has end^ no happily. 
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General discussion of the Budfl-et of the Government of Bengal for 
1931-32 was then resumed. 

Mauivi lYEO JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I have read and 
re-read with all possible care and attention all the figures of the 
budget, both on the ret^eipt and the expenditure side. I have also 
attempted to read the proceedings of the Council since the beginning 
of the Itefonns and particularly tlie budget discussion of the last ten 
years. If ever I have found anywhere any tiling uninteresting, useless,, 
meaningless and lifeless, I have found it here. Sir, I shall not munnur 
about the starvation of the nation-building departmenis; nor shall I 
grudge the increased grunts to the Police Ih'partnient, the most 
pampered depurtiiiciit t>f Govern men I, the budget of which is gradually 
swelling up. NeitluT shall I offer any suggehtion to tic* flon’ble the 
FinatK^e Member, because, Sir, me it .set*ms all um'Icss, as we cannot 
expet;t to get milk out of stf>ne. Sir, manv an* iht* suggestions and 
advif-es which have been offered to the Finance Membei, many are tho 
voices of resentment and pnitest that have been luised during tlie last 
ten years, but the llon’ble tin* Finam-e Member is sitting tight as ever 
in his phue and doing nothing. Sir, all the memlHTs of this House — 
Hindus and Muhammadans, Indians and Kuro|M*ans — are unaiiiiiiou.s in 
condemning the Meston Settlement as b»*ing outrageous, but I ask very 
(W^riously <»f the Hon’ble Finaiiee Member what determined effort be or 
his department has done to modify or adjust that Settlement. He haa^ 
done nothing. He wdll perhaps say that he cannot <lo anything, as 
this is a matter concerning the (Vnlral Government. Sir, as I have- 
said at the outset, I shall not say anything about the Police budget,, 
because I am really afraid the police, not because they break the- 
skulls and limbs of innocent persons, but liecause I am afraid that it 
will at once set the hack of the Hon’ hie Member in charge of the* 
department against us. Sir, in this connection if anybody mentions* 
that the people are starving, that 7U,000 mill-hands — if my figure is* 
cxgrect — are starving, section 144 of the fViminal Procedure Code* 
will at once he promulgated That mighty section ‘s in force in 
almost ail the mill areas in and outside Calcutta. It can stop people- 
from speaking their minds, hut it cannot chcn^k the hunger of the 
atarvdng millions; and in this connection, Sir, I should like to sound at 
note of warning to the Member in charge of the Police Depar^ent 
that the day is very near when they will have to pay for it. How 
long do they want or expect to check the activities of the people by 
aectioii 144, (?rimiiial Prot'edure Code, or other sections like it? 

Sir, I heard yesterday hon’ble members complaining about tha- 
inaufficiency of the grants to the transferred departments. It is tW 
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miud cry with them that the nation-huildinff departineots do mit get 
sufficient funds, but all the same the Ministers are there drawing 
Rs. 1,92,000 a year. Sir, I would submit that this amount of 
Rs. 1,92,000 can go a long way towards giving relief to the poor |>eopIe 
of Bengal, who suffer from malaria, kaln-asar and other diseases, and 
particularly to the agriculturists. 


5-45 p.m. 


In spite of the good will of the Ministers for the welfare of th» 
people they cannot do anything foi the departments under their port- 
folio. They say that their hands are tied and that they have not 
sufficient money to do all these things. It is for this reason. Sir, that 
I feel it is <iuite unnecessary to imlulge in this general discussion o» 
the budget. I would rather ask the Hon'ble Finance Memlwr to allot 
the two days that are now allotted for this purimse to the discussion of 
matters of urgent public importance, 1 mean rc.H<dutions and other 
subjects, because we have ample time and ample opportunity to discuss 
the budget in connection with individual items of the budget on 
different occasions. 


Sir. I will finish ray remarks by saying a few words about the 
Excise’ Department. I think all members, on this side <.f the House 
at least will agree with me and will congratulate the civd disoliedience 
movement- if not for anything else, at least for this reason, that it has 
helped to check the revenue coming from the Excise IVpartmeiit. . ir, 

I have read and heard times without number suggestions from the 
hon’ble members of this Hou.se about the total prohibition of intoxi- 
cating drugs and other excisable articles; or that at least exiHTiraenU 
be sLted in a particular district or districts with reference to 
prohibition, but. Sir, no heed has lu-en paid by Government in that 
direction. Sir. I would not admire the optimism of the Hon ble 
Finance Member in hoping to get more money from 
the next year; on the contrary I may assure him that if th ngs iir. 
allowed to continue in this department as they are now, far fron. 
getting the revenue he expects from Excise he will get one big rer.K 
Sir, we all expert some settlement to-night, but even if a settlement 
arrived at between Mahatma Gandhi and Hi* Excellency Urd Irwim 
to-night, the people of Bengal. Hindus and Moslems, wil continue 
their vigilance with regard to drinking and do what they . id 
regarding the consumption of inloxi.ating Injuors and o her drugs m 
thfiTprovlnce. We feel it our Imun-ien duty to eradicate this evul or at 
W to. check it as far as possible. We at. trying to * 

thoroughly dry country like America and we shonid 
exerting aU possible infiucnce in checking this evil of drinking. 

oha,«.terised as a pampered department of Government. The Hon bto 
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Member in charf^e of the Police is not hero now, otherwise I would 
4lraw his attention to the fact that even this year — a year of famine 
and distress due to the j^eneral trade depression and particularly to 
jute — u sort of ifumblin^f is ffoing on in Calcutta and thereby ruining? 
hundreds of families in Calcutta. Tliis matter has been brought to the 
noti<e of the Deputy (JoraiiUMsioiier of Police, and even cases have 
he«*n reported to the Chief Presidency Magistrate, hut I am sorry to 
say that there has not l)een any action on the part of the Police in 
Bengal to take this opportunity and do away with this evil of 
gambling, which violates the Gamfding Act in the heart of the city of 
Calcutta. 

Sir, another thing to which I would also like to draw the attention 
of tin* Horrble Member in charge of the Police is one of which I must 

speak with shame and which is one of the gifts of the Britisher to 

India, is the increasing iiumher of prostitirtes in Calcutta. This will 
he home out by any gentleman who walks along the streets of Calcutta. 
Every year the number of these women is swelling up; and this evil, 
particularly in (Calcutta, is one of the gifts which have come from the 
British within the last 1(K) or 100 years. Sir, there is a clear section 

in the Police Act not to allow them to conn* out of their respective 

houses, but I have seen them with my o^n eyes in many places make 
ugly gestures to passers-by in the piesenre of big }><»li(‘e officers without 
4iny punishment or even without a reprimand of any kind. 

To-day I will not mention anything about tlie excesses committed 
by the Police in (-ab‘utta or in other districts of Bengal, but will 
reserve my comments for a more suitable opportunity. 

In (‘onclusion 1 would draw the attention of the Fiiianci* Memlnw 
that something should be done for the prinmrv education of the 
illiterate people of Bengal, about wliich a few luontlis ago so much 
exhibition of power and so much fu.ss was made and for which a Bill 
in the teeth of all opposition was passed. AVilh these words I resume 
my seat. 

Babu SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I was a 
silent lisUmer to the budget debate yesterday and although I feel that 
fuy participation in the discussion will not eoutrihute to the solution of 
the various problems coniieetfHl with the budget, I consider it my 
<duiy to say a few words on behalf of the constituency which I have the 
honour to represent in this House and whose interests, I find, are not 
likely to l>o served by the budget estimates as presented by the Hon’ble 
Finance Member to this Council, 

A general survey of the next year’s budget reveals the fact that 
aio increased provision has been made for the nation-building depart^ 
tnents, by which I mean the departments of Education and Public 
j^ealth. There is no provision also for Irrigation works in my district 
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which required immediale attention. 1 am sorely disappointed to fimi 
that no mention has been iun<ie of the Dolai Khai canalisation scheme 
about which I moved a resolution the other tiay. The titful <lredffing 
and bandalling operations that were tarried out in the past in the 
Buriganga and Dhaleswuri have proved to he of little hemdit uml 
uulesB those operations are done s\,steniatieail\ for soiiu* \(‘iirs without 
break, the money so far sjxMit will he wasted. The river Dhaleswari, 
no doubt, showed signs of improvement after tlie dredging of J92(b27, 
but this year its condition has become worse; and I do not know how 
<an the Irrigation Department remain silent over thcvse matters and 
adopt a policy of drift to the utter detriment of public interest. 

Haring joined the Uouncil in the middle of March last Near, 1 hud 
not the privilege of examining tin* budget <‘stimati‘s for tin* current 
year and as such I could not make any observations on the current 
year’s budget. Neither in this year’s budget nor in that of the next 
year the question of riNer training has reeoivcMl dm* attention of 
tiovernment. While fiind.s are not wanting in (lurying on tlu' top- 
heavy admiui.stration of (bivernment, in finding snitahle accommoda- 
tion for the guardians of law and order and for otlu*i' purposes not 
calculated to benefit the peoph*, it is strange that the retrencliment axe 
should be applied to the desirable st lieines that have been pending for 
Nears and which now find a coinfortubh* nssting plan* in the inust\ 
archives of the Bengal Secretariat, 

Sir, it is not niN intention to rriticiM* the lion’blc Mi'inbers of the 
Treasury Bench for the suki* of criticism, but I denir" to draw their 
attention to the grievances of the p<*ople and show them hc»w 
c'ssential works of public utility are being delayed from year to yi'ur 
for reasons best known to tln*m. I fulU lealis#* that the pres(*nt year 
is one of exceptional difficult v ow m'courit of trade depression and the 
<ivil disol)edience movement, hut may I inquire what was ilone all 
these years to give effect to the l()ng-f><‘nding liemes?' I la* provisions 
for Polic^e and Tails have been kept intact on the -npp*>Hition that the 
<‘ivil diaobedience movement may c(»ntiniie. It «jis in the August 
session of the Uoiincil that an adtiitioiml sum of H«. w'as 

voted to rnetd unbireseen exisoiditure on Jails tBs. 10,4d,fKM)t, Police 
<Rs. 8,78,000) and Civil Works (Hn. 4,75,tKJffi but could not a supple- 
mentary demand Im» made in the next w^ssion of the (’ouncdl in case of 
emergency instead of making similar provisions under those heads in 
the budget presented to iisP Sir, if should be cemsidered whether or 
not sneb provisions are now wholly unnecessary in view of the peace 
negotiations now* going on at Delhi as a result of which normal 
4 M>nditioAs will, it is hopeil, l»e restored at no distant date. 

Coming BOW to the Education grant. I notice with regret that no 
inoreaaed grant has been provided. In the cummt year, gmnU to 
aome aided .schools and non-Government arts colleges as originally 
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contemplated have been withheld, not on the ground of financial 
stringency, but on other grounds of which the Hon'ble Minister is well 
aware. The difficulties of non-Govemment institutions are too well 
known to require any detailed mention. They have been hard hit by 
the boycott campaign which characterised the earlier days of the civil 
disobedience movement. The income of these institutions has con- 
siderably dwindled down on account of a fall in their fee incomes. 
On the top of that came the fiat of the Education Department stopping 
all grants to these schools and colleges. We expected a more 
sympathetic treatment of educational institutions but we are sorely 
disappointed. 

6 p.m. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I fetd it is useless to dis- 
cuss tlie general budget in the ab.sence of GO per cent, of the Ministry 
and half of the Executive Council. After all, these discussions are for 
the enlightenment of the Trea.surv Bench; and if the Treasury Bench 
have got reasons and justification to ahs(‘nt themselves, I cannot help 
thinking that responsible Governimuit in this province is more or less a 
farce. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, WC leave Seeretarios 
here to take* notes wIhuj we are absent. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: In the first place I would 
like to draw the attention of the Hon'hle Finance Member that while 
be has presented a mo.st depressing budget, he has offered no justificu- 
tion for remedy in future. In the year 1920-21 when we first got 
responsible (fovernmeiit. w’e began w'itb an opening balance of 
Ks. 4,20,(K)0. I will not take the figure of that year for the purpose 
of this debate, but tw’o years after when the financial position was 
adjusted t<» (crtain expenditure under the Meston Settlement, that is 
in the year 1924-2o we had Its. l,3(t,(Kb(KMl in our surplus. Since then 
year after year our surplus has dwindled down and to-day we have got 
to balance our rtnenue with our expiimditure somehow and for the next 
year we have no fixed purp<»se in view as to what we are going to do. 
Sir, if the Ilon'ble Finance Member were a private gentleman instead 
of the Finance Member of this Government, I fe<*l ver>* much he would 
have been pro.secuted for having dwindled away the surplus like this. 
Now the position of Bengal during the last fen years up to to-day has 
been very unfortunate. We have always drawn upon our revenue much 
more than we could (x>llect. 1 find that from the year 1923-24 up tc 
the year 1931-32 our gross revenue has been between 10 crores, 50 laklm 
to 11 crores and our normal expenditure has been about Rs. 116 crorei 
and yet no suggestion has been made as to what should be done in tbii 
matter. 
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I will draw the attention of the Hon’ble Finance Member to another 
agpect of the matter. My hon’ble friend, Mr. S. M. Bose, said that 
aa the Hon’ble Finance Member hails from AberdiH-'n he has* a very 
atony heart. But I think that instead of a stony heart he has jfot a 
very soft heart — at least for certain departments. Otherwise how is 
it that the establishnient char^^es in some of the departments has been 
increased in spite of a lean yearF I find in the fijrures under “Excise” 
that these charfres have been increased from Rs. ITm crores to Rs. 1?20 
erores, and under “Forest” from Us. Id? lakhs to Hs. 305 lakhs. 
Under “Justice” it is almo.st the same with just a little increment in 
order. I think, to meet the annual innements in pay. Under the head 
“Police” there is an increase from lU. KWi lakhs to Rs. 210 lakhs. 
However, I do not question that there is necesf«it\ at times to strenjfthen 
the Police force, but I submit that thinpfs have come to such a pass 
that we must seriously consider whether there shtmld he any retrench- 
ment in the Police Department as in every other department. 

With these few remarks I come to the Irrigation Department. 
There are certain points in the Imdjret whirh T liope the Irri^'ation 
Secretary will be able to explain. Sir, in the lrri#;ation Department 
there is a division <’alled the Dredjrcr Division with it** le^farv of three 
dredgers from Addains-Williauis who has at last left the (‘ounlry, add 
1 must congratulate all the Members of (iovernment and parlKulitrly 
the Hon’ble Irrigation Minister for having got rid of him at Iasi. The 
establishment charges in the Dredger Division is IN. 1 lakh? This 
alone is for establishment ehurges. Out of these dredgers we got 
nothing and yet we have to pay a hill of Rs. 1,10, (KM) for their establish- 
ment charges. But, Sir, here I am afraid there is certain juggl«*rv of 
figures. There is one item of IN. 29,(MK), arodher item of IN. h.OOO, 
another of Rs. 3,fMK), under the head “Irrigation.” In other words, 
the total esiablishiuent ehurges us shown in the budget under this heail 
is only Rs. 29,(M)(), whereas urnler the general estahlishiiient rharges 
the Dredger Division is shown as respoiisihle for IN. 1,10, (KM). I have 
not Wen able to understand how tliis jugglery has Wen lirought about. 
I think some of these expenditure have been shown under the Dredger 
Division and some under another division. Any way so far as this 
particular item is concerned, the estahlishmeiit c harges have Wen 
abnormally high. One of the dredgers has now been sent to the 
Andamans and the other dredgers are lying idle and yet this year theJM* 
dredgers without doing any work are going to co-ct us Rs. l,U),rK)0. 
This is a very s 4 ^rious pcisition indml. From the financial point of 
view, I hope that all the dredgers may he sent to the Andamans and 
after their work there, they tnay get sunk in the Bay of Bengal instead 
of Wipg brought Wck. I think my hoii’ble friend, Mr. S. M. Bose, 
was not correct when he said that our interest charges were alone 
Rs. 7,25,000. I may point out to him that our charges under that 
bead is Rs. 11,71,0(K) out of the total irrigation expenditure. 
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May 1 a«k what has becoin<* of Sir William Willcm^k’s scheme? 
We know that there has been a standing committee and though it was 
possible for Sir William Willcock to attend this standing committee, 
it was not possible for the Hon’ble Minister to bring Mr. Addams- 
Williams to that standing committee and confront him with Sir 
William Willcock. May I ask what has been the result of the great 
controversy which raised round Sir William Willcock last year? So 
much for irrigation. 

Now about agriculture. At the outset I must congratulate the 
Hon’ble Minister for having succeeded in closing the Jute Sale 
Societies because I am afraid if they had continued for another year, 
there* would leave been a terrible situation for Bengal to face. The 
liabilities of thc*se societies would have been very much more than they 
are at present. With these remarks I may bc‘ allowed to go a little 
more into details of the Agricnilturul Department activities. Last time* 
while I was speaking on this subject, the guillotine came and I could 
not draw the attention of the House to tin* problem of water-hyacinth. 
Sir, on the last occasjem I hud bec*n t<» Dacca I took the opportunity of 
visiting the agricultural farm at Manipur and T found a huge number 
of water-byacintb being kept (here* 1 did not know' for what purpose. 
I waM tobl. br»wev<‘r, that certain resean be** w«*re bcoiig carried on with 
them. Sir, I ant very glad that in the Ministry there* are memtbers from 
Eastern Bengal as this wuter-hyae itith affe’( ts Kast(*rn Be^ngal ntucb 
more than it doe‘s he»re in We*stern Ibmgal. B«it with all that T find 
that nc) step.s liave* beaut take*!! to meet the appalling situation tn Kust 
Bengal or for the mutter of that in the whole province. We know that 
in the year lOlD-LHl the* Deputy Direi tor e»f Kaste‘rn (’in h* wa^ making 
experiineMit> with water-hyacinth with a view to eradicating this pest. 
But that was Hubse»(|uently discontinued. Next year we* w'ere told that 
isolators <*xperimentxS were useb‘s> the w ate*r-hyarintl! has .spread 
over the whtde prtjvine'e and that the\ were making experiments with 
a view io taking e‘oncerte*d ac tion. Ijust >ear up till now the intention 
of Urn Agricultural Department in this matter is unknown to us. In 
1920 a coniiiiitte'e sat to advise (foveniinent in regard to this matter. 
The object was to find out means for eradicating this pest as it con- 
stituted national dange*r. Next y«*ar Griffith’s Spray was proemred at 
an enormous cost. An oftie*er was plac'cul cm spen ial duty for this work 
and in 1924-25 we were tedd that experinu'uts were made with thia 
spray hut that it had l>een found to he dangerous to human life. 
Probably it was found to be outside the scope of the Agricultural 
Department which advised the people to collect w ater-hyacinth wherever 
found and bum them. In l92f>-26 it was found out that the problem 
was too big for the Agricultural Department to solve. Probably we 
shall be told now that the problem is too big for Bengal alone as the 
water-hyacinth has spread over the province of Assam and that a joint 
action between the two provinces should be undertaken in order to> 
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eradicate? this pest. Sir, this is how the Ajfricultiiral Dt^partment has 
proceeded so far as the water-hyacinth problem is concerned. In 1920 
the result of the work was said to he not very Hhuative, and in 1920-21 
the work was abandoned. In 1921-22 the farm soils of ten places 
were analysed. I wonder if members of this House liave an oppor- 
tunity of seeinf? some of the soils. It will be inierestin^r to note that 
the cultivators do not require any analysis of the soil, as they are 
either barren or waterlogged, and it would be a < oslly affair. Anya ay, 
the farm soil was analysed, and then in 1923-24 the work was aban- 
doned, as the report of the Agrit ultural Chemist was that it was a huge 
task. Last year just before budget time Mr. Finlow, the Director of 
Agriculture, went to Krishnagar and suggested that young men shoubr 
be enlisted with a view to being trained in Agriculture. You will be 
surprised to hear. Sir, that six months after Mr. Finlow hud been there 
Government thought that it was not p<issibb‘ for the Agri<*ulture 
Department to take up the work. 

(Here the member having reuclied tin* tinie-hmil wa^ permitted to^ 
continue for a minute more.) 

Anyway, I submit, Sir, that so far as the e<lucation of bhadralok 
young men is concerned the Agriculture Department has not been abhr 
to take up the work. 

[At G-lo p,m, the (’ouncil was adjourm'il for prayer.) 


Aftjournmtnt 

The Council jea.'*''cinbletl at G-dt) p.m.. but there hiung n(» quorum, 
the Council was adjourned till 3 p.m. on TucHday, the *I7th March, 
1931, at the Couih il llou-^e, Calcutta 


• Noxt **#TK*s of nwv iiaj^n romieont^Kl o« the Iftth Miirt h, 1W.1I. 
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